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By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

Instead of the usual holiday prepa-
rations, Place Jacques-Cartier was the 
scene of anger and frustration last week 
by some 150 owners of Montreal’s lead-
ing restaurants and bars. Carrying signs 
that read “Assez c’est assez” and “300,000 
people out of work” they shouted de-
mands for some kind of justification for 
the restaurant lockdown as well some 
date for when the $15,000 per month 
restaurant subsidies promised by Quebec 
would start.

Among the organizers and most pas-
sionate speakers were Eric

Luxemberg of Le St-Amable and Peter 
Sergakis of the Quebec Association of 
Restaurant and Bar Owners. Luxemberg 
angrily demanded that Quebec remem-
ber that “300,000 people are unemployed 
in the province because of the restau-
rant lockdown and that means people 
have trouble paying rent, car payments 
and even food.” Sergakis told The Sub-

urban that perhaps no more than “30% 
of the restaurant industry may survive 
and there just won’t be anything left.” 
He was incredulous that Health Ministry 

spokesperson Marie-Claude Harvey ad-
mitted last week that restaurants were 
closed because of 400 positive tests “since 
the beginning of the pandemic.” Sergakis 
asked, “For 400 tests! Just 400?” He also 
reminded reporters that on Sept. 25 Pub-
lic Health Director Horacio Arruda said 
,”there is no evidence to support closing 
restaurants,” and then closed them just 
a few days later even though restaurants 
were following provincial guidelines on 
distancing, capacity and hygiene that in 

Restaurant and bar owners protest lockdown
“300,000 employees out of work in Quebec”
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See PROTEST, page A8

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Virginie Dufour was unequivocal: she 
never reimbursed a donor to her political 
campaign. “Ever.”

The Sainte-Rose councillor and execu-
tive committee member was reacting to a 
media report that she had allegedly reim-
bursed a donor, an illegal practice under 
Quebec election law.

When the story broke, Dufour with-
drew from her role and the Mouvement 
lavallois caucus after making her case to 
Mayor Marc Demers, and flatly denied be-
ing involved in a prête-nom or straw-man 
financing scheme, a practice that plagued 
Laval politics and many other municipal-
ities for years as highlighted by the Char-
bonneau Commission.

“I want to be clear: I categorically deny 
the facts alleged against me,” said Dufour.

The story centres on the secret record-
ing of an alleged exchange between Du-
four’s former campaign organizer and his 
partner, in which he apparently explains 
that his $100 and $200 donations to the 
candidate had been reimbursed in cash 
by Dufour. Questioned by the Journal de 
Montréal, Normand Cusson denied the 
charge, saying that he lied to his partner 

Executive 
Committee member 
Dufour withdraws 
from caucus

See DUFOUR, page A8


