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West Island
villages ‘frozen
in time”
What will commercial villages look
like post COVID?
By Chelsey St-Pierre
The Suburban

By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

If there was any doubt after our story
last Wednesday of the case built against
the CIUSS West Island’s handling of
the Herron Residence after its takeover
through trusteeship, today’s numbers on
the situation in the worst-hit CHSLDs
should leave few in doubt of the institutional failure of the system. Covid infec-

tions have skyrocketed.
The number of cases of seniors in residences as we went to press now totals
3,313, an increase of 1,036 in the past
three days, according to figures from the
Ministry of Health and Social Services. A
nearly 50% increase. As for Herron, Johanne Riendeau, President of the Union
See CHSLD, page A18
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50% increase in all CHSLD Covid
victims in three days manifests an
institutional failure of the system

Although some businesses continue to operate, the storefront, walk-in aspect, that is in
most cases vital to village-based businesses,
has been put on hold almost entirely.
“Beaurepaire Village is looking sleepy, sort
of frozen in time,” Matt Wetmore, president
of the Beaurepaire Village Merchants Association, told The Suburban in an exclusive
interview.
“The lifeblood of most small businesses in
village settings has a lot do to with interaction, enjoying the spirit and the culture of the
neighbourhood, and right now there is no
neighbourhood.
“Less than half of the merchants are operating. Of those, very few are operating at
See FROZEN, page A6
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