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LAVAL EDITION

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

While the human toll has been immea-
surable in Laval, where some 500 people 
have died as a result of COVID-19, The 
city is pegging the financial cost of the 
COVID-19 pandemic at $60.4 million.

According to a first fiscal year based 
on parameters known to date, Laval es-
timates its deficit based on operating 
expenses, lower revenues from the slow-
down in the financial market that has a 
potential impact on transfer fees until 
the end of the year, and a $22.4 million 
STL deficit.

The administration is lauding its 2019 
surplus of $58.9 million, which can be 
used “in whole or in part, to meet its ob-
ligations for the current year and to put 
in place stimulus measures. This type of 
solution would benefit the entire popula-
tion of Laval since the city’s financial sit-
uation would remain under control and 
allow planned development to continue.”

Laval Mayor Marc Demers also an-
nounced his intention last week to freeze 
property taxes in the 2021 budget. “The 
current situation is full of uncertain-
ty and is constantly evolving” he said. 
“While we cannot commit to a tax freeze 

now, that is our intention. We have been 
cautious and responsible managers in re-
cent years that allows us to consider a tax 
freeze to give a respite to Laval citizens 
who have been hit hard in this difficult 
time.”

Laval’s Official Opposition Parti Laval 
has long called for a tax freeze in the face 
of recouped funds from past fraudulent 
activities and in accumulated budget-
ary surpluses and unattributed cash re-
serves, for which it was rapped by its own 
auditor-general.

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Councillors Isabella Tassoni and Paolo 
Galati have been welcomed back to the 
Action Laval caucus at Laval city council.

In February the two, along with 
Saint-Bruno councillor David De Cotis, 
left the party following reports that the 
three were under investigation. Tassoni 
and Galati over alleged omissions in 
their pecuniary interest declarations; the 
same for De Cotis along with further al-
legations – vehemently denied and none 
proven – of attempts to influence con-
tracts at the STL. At the time, interim 
leader Achille Cifelli said the trio leaving 
caucus would help the various bodies 
looking at the cases – the Quebec Munic-
ipal Commission, and reportedly, Laval’s 
Integrity and Ethics Bureau – and not 
hinder the work of the three remaining 
caucus members at council. At the time 
the three maintained the errors of omis-
sion were caused by oversight or igno-
rance, nothing more.

Last week, two of those remaining AL 
councillors left to sit as independents, 
Vimont’s Michel Poissant and Marigot’s 
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