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Q U E B E C ’ S  L A R G E S T  E N G L I S H  W E E K L Y  N E W S P A P E R

 TIME TO MAKE THE SPIRIT OF “RENAISSANCE SATURDAY” INTO A REALITY..A16

By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

Liberal and NDP MPs voted in commit-
tee last week to shut down debate on a 
motion on their Bill C-10 which would 
give the Federal government — through 
the Canadian Radio-television and Tele-
communications Commission (CRTC) 
— unprecedented censorship powers 
over broadcasting by expanding the defi-
nition to include everything from news-
paper websites to user-generated content 
on social media. The Conservatives had 
put forward a motion that this would vi-
olate the Charter of Rights protection in 

Sec.2b that “Everyone has the following 
fundamental freedoms: (b) freedom of 
thought, belief, opinion and expression, 
including freedom of the press and other 
media of communication.”

A motion by Conservative MP Rachael 
Harder called for the Heritage committee 
to send the bill back to the Justice Min-
ister for an updated “charter statement.” 
Charter statements are issued by the 
Justice Minister and look at the poten-
tial effects a government bill might have 
under the Charter of Rights and Free-
doms. The reason for the call was that 
the Liberals had removed Section 4.1 
from C-10, which protected individual 

user-generated content from regulation 
and censorship. That was the motion that 
was defeated.

Liberal MP Julie Dabrusin proposed 
the motion to close debate on the bill, ef-
fectively stopping the discussion. The five 
Liberal MPs on the committee and the 
sole NDP MP voted in favour of stopping 
the debate. The four Conservative com-
mittee members and one Bloc Québé-
cois member voted against. In February, 
Dabrusin, Parliamentary Secretary to 
Heritage Minister Steven Guilbeault, said 

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

The CAQ government announced that, 
starting May 5, 2022, it will only com-
municate with other levels of govern-
ment in Quebec in French only, in writ-
ing, according to media reports.

Reports say that provision existed in 
the language law, but will only be imple-
mented next year.

Initial stories implied companies and 
other levels of government would have 
to send communications to the province 
only in French, but this was clarified 
to say that communications in English 
would indeed be read by the government.

The CAQ is starting a general effort to 
expand Quebec’s language law.

Regarding the regulation coming into 
effect next year, those who would receive 
communications only in French would 
include cities, boroughs, school boards 
and health and social service networks, 
as well as companies.

Currently, for the last several years 
and preceding the CAQ, even on En-
glish-speaking media, messages from 
the province have been identified as 
coming from the “Gouvernement du 
Québec.” n

Quebec will 
communicate in 
French only with 
companies and 
governments

See CENSORSHIP, page A14
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