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By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

Hydro-Québec’s income fell $620 
million in 2020 compared to 2019 as a 
result of COVID-19 and milder tempera-
tures that year, the utility announced.

The net income in 2020 was $2.3 bil-
lion.

“Not surprisingly, our results were 
affected by the public health crisis 
and economic slowdown,” stated Hy-
dro-Québec President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer Sophie Brochu. “In these 
trying times, we fully assumed our role 
within Quebec society by implementing 
exceptional measures totaling $90 mil-
lion to help customers facing financial 
difficulties get through the situation. 
We also launched several initiatives that 
will contribute to Quebec’s economic 
development and the acceleration of the 
energy transition in northeastern North 
America.”

Hydro released more details of the fac-
tors leading to the income decline.

• “A four percent decrease in electric-
ity consumption in Quebec due to the 
public health measures.”

• “A seven percent decline in baseload 
demand from the commercial, institu-
tional and small industrial sector and 
the large industrial sector.”

• “A four percent increase in demand 

Hydro-Québec 
revenue down 
dramatically

By Chelsey St-Pierre
The Suburban

Montreal’s parking rates are both exag-
gerated and punitive. As parking spaces 
continue to be sacrificed to make way for 
the single lane streets, bike paths, parks 
and walking paths — the prices keep 
moving up. Some 4280 parking spots 
were removed from 2018 – 2020 for cy-
clist routes aline since the Plante admin-
istration came into power according to 
executive committee member Eric Alan 
Caldwell reported. 208 of them generat-
ing income for the city. 4072 did not. In 
Montreal 11,522 street parking spaces are 
free while 19528 are paid parking spaces

According to the Reseau d’Etalonnage 
municipal du Canada (REMC) Montreal 

Montreal’s meter 
parking rates 
double Toronto’s

See HYDRO, page A12 See PARKING, page A12

By Chelsey St-Pierre
The Suburban

On day one of the new travel measures 
ordered by the federal government, Mon-
treal Airport looks like a ghost town with 
a testing center set up boldly in the ar-
rival section just a few meters from the 
entrance doors. The arrival section is 
protected by heavy security with nearly 
two dozen officers standing in or around 
the front of the testing center structure.

Several media representatives were 

refused access to the airport entirely 
upon arrival. After insisting for over 30 
minutes, returning as a group banding 
together, they were granted access with 
strict limitations. “We have strict orders 
not to allow any filming or photographs 
in or around this area (arrival).” One of 
the security guards on duty said. “I was 
told that I cannot let you in.” another 
told The Suburban when we first arrived.
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DAY 1 OF $2K: DAY 1 OF $2K: 
Security attempts to stop mediaSecurity attempts to stop media

See DAY 1, page A12

Security guards at the now sealed off public arrivals area at Montreal-Trudeau International 
Airport, where the tests are being performed.

Four times the 
Canadian average


