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 PLANTE POLICY GIVES WITH ONE HAND AND TAKES WITH THE OTHER...A12

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

Quebec is launching a vaccine lottery, of-
fering the chance to win prizes as a reward 
for those who have been vaccinated twice and 
as an incentive to get at least 75 percent of 
those 12 and older to get their second dose 
by Aug. 31, Health Minister Christian Dubé 
and Finance Minister Eric Girard announced 
Friday. The government has said the 18 to 30 
year-old age group has a lower level of vacci-
nation than other groups of eligible Quebec-
ers.

As the Quebec government recently an-
nounced, as of Sept. 1, a vaccine passport will 
come into effect in which, if there is a new 
COVID outbreak in particular areas, proof 
of two doses of vaccination will be needed to 
participate in many non-essential activities, 
such as going to live events, restaurants and 
bars.

Dubé and Girard announced that people 
can start registering for a chance to win a 
prize in the Gagner à être vaccine on July 
25, on the Clic santé website. The total of the 
prizes amounts to $2 million. The contest is 
being conducted in partnership with Loto 
Québec, which is responsible for the draw.

The Quebec government announcement 
says that for the adult population, “from Aug. 
1 to Aug. 27, 2021, there will be a weekly draw 
for prizes of $150,000 in cash among those 
registered who have received [at least] a first 
dose of vaccine, for a total value of $600,000.”

As well, “a draw for a $1 million prize will 
be held on Sept. 3, 2021 among registrants 

Quebec launches 
vaccine lottery

By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Mamadi Camara is suing the city of 
Montreal and crown prosecutors for $1.2 
million.

The 31-year-old university student 
along with six family members and 
friends are pursuing the city after Ca-
mara was arrested by Montreal police and 
incarcerated for six days as a suspect in 
the attempted murder of a police officer 
on January 28.

It was Camara who called 911 to report 
that the officer who stopped him for a 

minor infraction was attacked by a third 
man whom he then described, but it was 
Camara who quickly became the prime 
suspect and subject to what his lawyers 
called a “brutal arrest.”

In the case of mistaken identity, which 
his legal team says was prompted by ra-
cial profiling and characterized by ex-
cessive force, Camara allegedly received 
a police officer’s boot on his face, left 
with a wound that was untreated and 
that he was stripped naked before be-
ing transported to a detention centre 

Camara sues Montreal 
and crown prosecutors

Mamadi Camara (second from right) has filed a $1.2 million lawsuit.

See CAMARA, page A11See LOTTERY, page A11
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SPECIAL FRONTLINE HEROES EDITION

frontline HEROES

By Beryl Wajsman,Editor
The Suburban

So many owe so much to so few. That paraphrase 
of Winston Churchill’s famous statement during the 
Battle of Britain was in our minds as we planned this 
special issue where we profile some of today’s front-
line heroes in the Covid crisis. This can rightly be 
called the Battle of the World. And proportionately, 
there may not be many more heroes to protect us 
today as there were then. The few. The precious few.

Our Kevin Woodhouse wrote a piece that you 
can see on our website -thesuburban.com — called 
“Three little words.” He called them the most im-
portant words for our time right now. No, the words 
aren’t “I love you” though those would apply as well. 
He wrote that the most important words for today 
are, “Please” and “Thank you.” He called for us to be 
civil, courteous and to show gratitude for what our 
frontline heroes are doing. This is this newspaper’s 
“Thank you.”

Thank you 
Frontline Heroes

See HEROES, page A43

The West Island and City editions 
of The Suburban Newspaper, today 
functioning as one paper, combined 
to earn 13 awards in the 41st Quebec 
Community Newspaper Competition.

“What more can a community 
newspaper hope to achieve than being 
recognized as 1st for the Best Inves-
tigative reporting, Best News Photo 
and Best Sports pages,” said publisher 
Michael Sochaczevski.

See AWARDS, page A10


