
Tuesday, January 21, 2020   –  6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

See our ad on page 16

For more information contact Alzheimer Groupe Inc (AGI) 514-485-7233

AGI Marva Whyte Alzheimer’s  
Awareness Conference 2020
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Q U E B E C ’ S  L A R G E S T  E N G L I S H  W E E K L Y  N E W S P A P E R

LEARNING FROM THE MOURNERS FOR THE TEHRAN VICTIMS...A12
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By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

During last Thursday’s eve-
ning vigil, hundreds of people 
gathered in front of Concor-
dia’s GM building to honour 
the memory of their friends and 
colleagues who were killed when 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
fired the missile that destroyed 
Ukrainian Airlines flight PS752 
that was supposed to take them 

home. As 63 of the 176 victims 
happened to be Canadian, eight 
of the dead were also members 
of Quebec’s thriving Persian 
community who came to live 
and study in Montreal. As both 
Siavash and Sara Azar recently 
earned their graduate degrees 
out of Concordia University’s En-
gineering faculty, several mourn-
ers told The Suburban that their 
loss was “personal” because 
they were all immigrants, and 

as many of them knew the Azar 
couple when they were students 
at the university, they all had as 
much in common with the dead 
newlyweds as they did with each 
other.

“There are a lot of students 
here who identify with what hap-
pened to Siavash and Sara,” said 
Saman Abolfathi – the Concordia 
student who organized the eve-
ning’s vigil. “Several people here 
knew them, and we all shared 

their experience as students at 
the university.”

According to Abolfathi, 
Siavash and Sara Azar recently 
earned their Master’s degrees 
in Engineering at Concordia 
before going back to Iran to get 
married. Others, including Aida 
Farzaneh and Arvin Morattab, 
were recent graduates with a 

Montreal mourns with its Persian community
Candles blowing in the wind for local victims killed when Ukrainian Airlines Flight PS752 was shot down over Teheran
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See MOURNS, page A10

By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

According to the city’s tri-annual in-
vestment program, the Plante adminis-
tration intends to spend $17.5M on plans 
to remodel and restore the city’s moun-
tain-side park before going ahead with its 
intention to spend a further $70M to re-
build the Camillien-Houde road during 
their next mandate.

“We’re already working on plans for 
the road, “ said Geneviève Jutras who is 
Mayor Plante’s press attaché, “...and work 
is being done on assorted accessibility is-
sues.”

City set to 
spend $90M on 
controversial 
changes to 
Camillien-Houde 
road

See CAMILLIEN-HOUDE, page A7

Kuper Academy 
storms past ECS


