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Hydro Solar Solutions

Escape that High Electricity Bill!
With a Solar Water Heating Solution

Now the most Affordable, Reliable & 
Effi cient in Canadian Weather!

Our SRCC Certifi ed Vacuum Tube

Solar Collectors

•  Can provide for up to half of your domestic hot water 

needs in winter

•  Can save you up to two thirds of your annual domestic 

hot water budget

•  When combined with your existing space heating system 

can use solar energy to heat your home!

Need advice?

Don’t want to install the system yourself?

Our expert team will be happy to assist you

Contact us at 514-677-9927
Or at admin@hydrosolar.ca

Take advantage of this 
Super Special until May 16, 2018
Order a pre packaged do it yourself 

solar water heater kit and get a
20% discount

order your kit at www.hydrosolar.ca 

go to shop menu/solar water heater kits 
use promo code sub1

RE/MAX ROYAL (JORDAN)
Agence immobiliere 
315, rue Brunswick, bureau 333

Pointe-Claire, Québec, H9R 5M7

Bur.: 514-630-7324
Courtier immobilier 

résidentiel

Courtier immobilier 

résidentiel CELL: 514.915.1750CELL: 514.594.9182

Helen Kintzios  &  Franco Mascitto

SELLING OR 

BUYING A HOME... 

WHY COMPLICATE 

YOUR LIFE?

CALL US TODAY!

Homes

It’s that time of year again when 
homeowners swarm garden cen-
tres in search of colourful, annual 
plants to grow in pots and around 
their landscape for the summer. 
And just in time for the arrival 
of warmer spring temperatures, 
finally, and hopefully here to stay.

Annual flowers, which complete 
their life cycle within a growing 
season, are revered by garden-
ers for their instantaneous and 
season-long colour lasting until 
autumn frost. This year when 
plant shopping, don’t waste time 
trying to decide what annuals to 
fill your cart with or be lured into 
purchasing desirable flowers that 
don’t meet your needs. Consider 
the following before heading out 
to the garden centre this week-
end.

First, determine what lighting you 
have

We all want colourful flowers 
to beautify our homes, but if your 
garden is on the shady side, annu-
al flower selection is limited, es-
pecially since the infamous Impa-
tiens walleriana, which succumbs 
to downy mildew, is no longer 
available. Popular, brilliantly co-
loured annuals like zinnias, zonal 
geraniums, dahlias and petunias 
all require a sunny site to be flo-
riferous, so don’t buy them with 
the hopes they’ll be fine unless 
you have the sunlight conditions 
they require, typically five hours 
daily.

Thankfully, there are shade-lov-
ing tuberous begonias, which 
have gorgeous rose-like blooms 
with petals that are offered in 
blazing reds, yellows, and oranges 
as well as in creamy white. Oth-
er shade-tolerant plants to try 
are torenia, an underused annual 
with bright purple blooms and a 

trailing habit or plants with co-
lourful foliage such as coleus.

Next, decide the annuals’ location and 
function

There are annuals for every 
style and purpose. Some are best 
suited for containers and others 
grow optimally when planted in 
the ground. Most annuals with 
a tidy growth habit, such as al-
yssum and fibrous begonias, are 
perfect edging around garden 
beds or as fillers in pots, where-
as taller annuals like Cleome, 
dahlias, and tall verbena look 
best when grouped in the cen-
tre of flower beds. Canna lilies’ 
bold foliage and bright, tropical 
flowers make them ideal in large 
planters or in the ground around 
entranceways or wherever focal 
points are needed. Vining annu-
als such as thumbergia or morn-
ing glory function as attractive 
screening for unwanted views.

Limit your colour palette

Less is more when in comes 
to colour so limit your selection: 
one colour will have more impact 
in your front yard than a hodge-
podge of different colours. Also, 
repeating the same flower colour 
in your containers and in flower 
beds will help unify your outdoor 
space.

Measure and count

How many flats of annuals 
do you need to buy? Know how 
many should fit snuggly into 
your containers and know your 
flower bed’s approximate mea-
surements. More is more when it 
comes to the number of annuals 
so don’t skimp. Read plant labels, 
which should provide informa-
tion on proper spacing, ultimate 
height and growth habit so you 
buy enough.

How much maintenance can you 
handle?

Many annuals require regular 

deadheading to prolong blooming 
and prevent them from going to 
seed. Look for ‘self-cleaning’ an-
nuals if you can’t see yourself dig-
ging up their self-seeded babies 
and snipping their dead heads — 
but you may still have to pick up 
the old flowers they shed. Provide 
them with the proper soil and 
regular fertilizer to perform their 
best especially if grown in pots.

After you have put some 
thought into what annuals you 
need, their colour, quantity, and 
location in the garden, go out 
with your list and try to stick to it.

Happy plant shopping.
Elaine Sanders can be reached 

at www.solutionsjardins.com

Choosing the right annuals for your pots and borders

Annual flowers, which complete their 
life cycle within a growing season, 
are revered by gardeners for their in-
stantaneous and season-long colour 
lasting until autumn frost.
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One colour will have more impact in 
your front yard than a hodgepodge 
of different colours and help unify 
your outdoor space.
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Elaine Sanders
Gardens and landscaping

Section editor: Anthony Bonaparte – anthony@thesuburban.com


