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Q U E B E C ’ S  L A R G E S T  E N G L I S H  W E E K L Y  N E W S P A P E R

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

The English Montreal School Board 
council has voted to retract a resolution 
that Quebec is not a nation, the board an-
nounced.

In a press release titled, “EMSB cor-
rects its stance on Bill 96 language leg-
islation,” the board pointed out that its 
resolution called on the Quebec govern-
ment to withdraw its proposed expanded 
language law Bill 96 “and for the federal 
government to refer Bill 96 to the Su-
preme Court of Canada for a ruling on its 
legality. In the preamble, the EMSB put 
forward several criticisms of Bill 96.

“The Council wishes to acknowledge 
that it now recognizes that some of these 
criticisms were unfounded or mistaken,” 
the press release says. “In particular, the 
EMSB does not question the fact that 
Quebec forms a nation. The EMSB does 
agree with the importance of protecting 
and promoting the French language, no-
tably on the island of Montreal, and sol-
emnly affirms its commitment to work 
with all Quebecers, including the Quebec 
government, to pursue this objective. 
The EMSB, nonetheless, remains deeply 
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Quebec’s proposed expanded language 
law, Bill 96, will have a detrimental effect 
on businesses in the province, QCGN 
president Marlene Jennings wrote in an 
open letter to reinstated Economy and 
Innovation Minister Pierre Fitzgibbon.

“Throughout your tenure as a mem-
ber of the National Assembly and as a 
minister, you have demonstrated your 
commitment to promoting innovation 
and to creating a positive business cli-
mate,” Jennings wrote. “It is in this 
context that we are writing to share our 
concerns about the negative impact Bill 
96 An Act respecting French, the official 
and common language of Québec will 
have on doing business in Quebec and 
ask you to speak up on behalf of all Que-
becers.”

An analysis enclosed in the letter from 
Jennings argues that, as Bill 96 places 
new restrictions “on the use of languag-
es other than French and [adds] com-
pliance requirements for businesses, 
potential problems include:
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Premier François Legault told report-
ers that it is “dangerous” for Quebec na-
tionalists to support the Liberals, NDP 
and the Green Party in the Sept. 20 fed-
eral election, and that only Erin O’Toole’s 
Conservatives would respect Quebec’s au-
tonomy.

“It will be easier for Quebec to nego-
tiate new powers with Mr. O’Toole than 
with Mr. Trudeau,” Legault was quoted 
by the media as saying. “Except for Mr. 
O’Toole, the leaders of the federal parties 
are to be lumped together, always quick 
to centralize, to appropriate powers that 
are clearly provincial jurisdictions. The 
Quebec nation wants more autonomy, 
not less.”

Media reports say this amounts to “tacit 
support” by Legault for the Conservatives.

More specifically, the Premier praised 
O’Toole’s promise to unconditionally in-
crease health transfers to provinces, his 
commitment not to challenge Quebec’s 
religious symbol law Bill 21 and his prom-
ise to provide 40 percent of the funding 
for a $10 billion Quebec-Lévis tunnel.

Quebec Liberal leader Dominique An-
glade blasted Legault’s comments.

“By hoping for the election of a Con-
servative government, Francois Legault 
agrees to tear up the $6 billion agreement 
and abandon parents, children and the 
entire network of childcare services in 
Quebec,” she wrote on Twitter. “We will 
stand up to defend the interests of fami-
lies!” n  joel@thesuburban.com
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