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THOUSANDS MARCH
AGAINST REGULATIONS
Quebec back
to school
plan revealed
BERYL WAJSMAN, EDITOR/THE SUBURBAN

“Keeping kids away from school is
more harmful than the effects of
Covid-19.” — Arruda
By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

This past Saturday, thousands of Quebecers marched from Premier Legault’s
Montreal office at McGill College and
Sherbrooke three kilometres to Maison
Radio-Canada in protest against mandatory mask regulations, the stiff fines that
go with them, and the possible passage
of Bill 61 that would give the Legault administration extraordinary and extrajudicial powers over budgets and taxes for the
length of the pandemic without sanction
from the National Assembly. The marchers also were protesting any possible
mandatory vaccination impositions.The
protest was called a “March for Individual
Rights and Liberties.”
The Suburban was told by police at the

scene that by the time the march had
turned onto Bleury south from Sherbrooke and then east on Réné-Levesque,
the marchers numbered some 10,000.
The protest was organized by the Foundation for Individual Rights and Liberties
headed by Stéphane Blais. Though there
were no formal speeches, Blais and other organizers made it clear they were not
against people wearing masks, but they
felt this should be an individual decision
and not a government-imposed one coerced with “unconscionable” fines of up
to $6,000.
Blais also told The Suburban that no
government should have the power that
Bill 61 would afford the Legault government. He made reference to the fact that
Prime Minister Trudeau tried a similar action several months ago but relented after

Parliamentary protests from opposition
parties. As for the rumours that governments may impose mandatory vaccinations once a Covid vaccine is produced, he
wants lawmakers to remember that this is
not in line with Canadian precedent.
He pointed out that only Ontario and
New Brunswick have mandated vaccinations and those are only for children about
to enroll in schools. The vaccinations are
against diphtheria, tetanus, polio, measles, mumps and rubella. Manitoba also
has a mandated child vaccination policy
against measles. All three provinces allow
for exemptions if parents object on religious, medical or simply conscientious
grounds.

Quebec Education Minister JeanFrançois Roberge confirmed Monday
that students in grades 5 and up must
wear face coverings in common areas,
hallways, buses, entries and other school
locations, but in class they may remove
them.
That was one of the adjustments to the
government’s return to school plan released in June.
Roberge offered clarity on masks and
the sub-grouping, or bubble, concept,
which would keep students in small cohorts within classes. “The efficacy of halting the spread was not great enough to
counter the constraints on learning” said
Roberge. Essentially, he said, “the class is
the bubble, the same 20-25 students will
remain together.”
Roberge, who highlighted the presence
of parent representatives in the room, says
he understand parents’ apprehension.
“Letting schools close is not protecting
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