
In light of February being Dental Health 

month, we’ve decided to debunk some 

dental myths and offer some guidance!

The extent to which dental disease affects 

dogs and cats today is quite startling. 

According to the American Veterinary 

Dental College, dental disease is one of the 

most frequently observed medical issues 

among pets, with over 70% of dog and cats 

suffering from periodontal disease by the 

age of two! Unfortunately, kibble (yes, even 

kibble marketed as “dental formulas”) is 

the main cause for our pets’ deteriorating 

oral health. Apart from dry food being high 

in sugar, high in carbs and completely 

inappropriate for a carnivorous cat and dog 

- it actually does NOT keep teeth clean!

Kibble does quite the opposite of what it

is marketed to do. Considering the canid 

and feline dental structure, their mouths 

are equipped with teeth that are meant 

to rip, sheer and tear through meat and 

bone. Their jaws do not move laterally, 

nor do they have flat molars to masticate 

kibble and grains. This results in the kibble 

simply coating their teeth with a powdered 

residue that quickly builds up and hardens 

into plaque, unless you routinely brush 

your pet’s teeth diligently, that is very 

much where it will stay and continue to eat 

at the gum tissue and become a breeding 

ground for harmful bacteria. Apart from 

feeding your pets a species-appropriate, 

biologically-available diet free of grains 

and starches, allowing your pet to CHEW 

is a fantastic way of keeping their mouth 

clean and fresh. While a raw, meaty bone is 

the best (and most natural!) way of keeping 

their mouth clean, at Bailey Blu we have 

a whole slew of other options. Beef Bully 

Sticks are 100% all natural beef (or veal) 

chews that are a great alternative for your 

dog. Looking for a long-lasting chew for 

your dog? Our naturally shed Deer Antlers 

are always a favourite!

We have deviated so far from the wild 

model, raising our pets in ways that 

are quite different from that of their 

ancestors, it can only be for this reason 

that our pets are suffering from disease and 

complications that are due to an unnatural, 

processed, and inappropriate diet.

You can find Bailey Blu in Marché de 
L’Ouest at 11788-A Boul. de Salaberry, 
514-676-0682, or in NDG at 6152
Sherbrooke St. West, 514-507-4526.
Visit www.baileyblu.com.
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If you have a big heart consider adopting this uber adorable little guy. His owner surrendered him 
at a shelter at 12 years old, having had him since he was a puppy.
This sweet-as-sugar monsieur named Frisou needs someone to 
take him under their wing. He has a heart murmur, not so dramat-
ic considering his age, but needs some heart meds (affordable) 
and some follow-up vet exams to keep him in the same great 
shape he is in now. Frisou weighs 17 lbs., is neutered vaccinated, 
microchipped and has just had a full dental done. Although he 
gets along with other dogs and with cats, he really prefers to be 
the one and only in the household. Frisou is friendly, likes to be 
cuddled, likes his short walks and is a very happy-go-lucky guy. 
He hates to be left alone too long, so he needs a family with peo-
ple coming and going or working from home. He does protect his 
toys, but not his food. He is mostly housetrained but this senior 
needs to get out regularly to pee.
An ideal placement would be with someone home a good part of 
the day, if children, 15+ and no apartments Interested in Frisou? 
Contact info@gerdysrescue.org.
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Ah, Pugs. Who doesn’t love those adorable 
canines with their pushed in noses, googly 
bulging eyes, rotund bodies, curled up tails 
and that distinct pug waddle — not to men-
tion that perpetually worried facial expres-
sion they wear? Many have said that this 
breed of dog is so ugly it’s cute, but I think 
every breed is unique and special in its own 
way — Pugs included. Just looking at them 
can make you smile.

Pugs originated in China, dating back to 
the Han dynasty (B.C. 206 to A.D. 200) and 
some historians believe they are related to 
the Tibetan Mastiff. Legend has it that the 
Chinese believed the wrinkles on their faces 
brought good luck, as they resembled good 
luck symbols. In the latter 1500s and early 

1600s, China began trading with European 
countries and reportedly, the first Pugs trav-
elled to Europe with Dutch traders. As its 
popularity spread throughout Europe, it was 
often known by different names in different 
countries. In France, it was called “Carlin”, 
in Spain, “Dogullo”, in Germany, “Mops” 
and in Italy, “Caganlino”. But we just know 
this breed as the Pug. It was introduced to 
the United States after the Civil War and was 
recognized by the American Kennel Club in 
1885.

Pugs are among the largest of the Toy 
breeds. Their bodies are thickset and they 
usually weigh no more than 20 pounds. Per-
sonality-wise, Pugs are happy and affection-
ate, loyal and charming, playful and mis-
chievous. They are very intelligent but can 
be wilful, which makes training challenging.

While they can be good watchdogs, they 
aren’t “yappy”, something your neighbours 
will appreciate and because they are low 
maintenance and relatively quiet and inac-

tive when indoors, they are a good choice for 
apartment dwellers and older owners.

If trained and well socialized, they get 
along well with other animals and children. 
However, they do shed profusely so they 
would not be the best choice for allergy 
sufferers and if you do live with a Pug, in-
vesting in a good vacuum cleaner would be 
wise.

Some Pug traits

• They can be stubborn and difficult to
housebreak.
• They can’t tolerate high heat and humid-
ity making them housedogs that should
not be kept outdoors.
• They wheeze, snort and snore loudly. It’s
that short muzzle. Earplugs recommend-
ed!
• Their prominent eyes make them prone
to eye injuries.
• They are greedy eaters and can gain
weight easily making them prone to
obesity.
• They need constant human companion-
ship and will follow you everywhere.

Pugs are generally healthy, but like all 
breeds, they’re prone to certain health con-
ditions. While not all Pugs may be affected, 
the following are some, but not all, health 
issues that could present themselves during 
the lifetime of a Pug, which is generally 12-
15 years:

Eye problems

Because their large eyes bulge, they are 
prime candidates for dry eye and corneal 
ulcers. They may also develop proptosis 
whereby the eyeball is dislodged from the 
eye socket and the eyelid clamps behind it.

Epilepsy

Pugs are prone to idiopathic epilepsy, 
which causes seizures for no known reason.

Walking dandruff

This is a contagious skin condition caused 

by a small mite so all pets in your household 
would need to be treated.

Hemi-vertebrae

Short nosed breeds can have misshaped 
vertebrae. If serious, the dog will stagger 
and display an uncoordinated, weak gait 
between 4 and 6 months of age. This could 
lead to paralysis and its cause is unknown. 
Surgery can help.

Vaccination sensitivity

There are reports that Pugs can be sensi-
tive to routine vaccinations. Symptoms can 
include hives, facial swelling, soreness and 
lethargy. Watch your Pug carefully for a few 
hours after vaccinations and contact your 
vet if you notice anything unusual.

Even though their coats are short, Pugs 
are a double-coated breed. They shed pro-
fusely, especially in summer, and require 
regular bathing and brushing. The Pug’s 
facial wrinkles need special attention as 
they are hotbeds for infection if allowed to 
become damp or dirty. Like many small 
breeds, they are susceptible to gum disease 
so their teeth should be brushed every day.

Breed research is crucial before any new 
dog is brought into your home so you know 
exactly what to expect. Don’t expect a Pug to 
hunt or retrieve, as this breed is a true com-
panion that craves affection and your lap. 
It loves to be the centre of attention and is 
heartsick if ignored. However, it isn’t a stick 
in the mud but rather a playful, comical dog 
that delights its owner with silly antics.

So, what are you waiting for? Adopt a Pug 
and bring home a true love bug!

Dollsndogs1@hotmail.com

Downright pugly!

Many have said that this breed of dog is 
so ugly it’s cute, but I think every breed is 
unique and special in its own way — Pugs 
included

P
H

O
T
O

: 
G

E
T
T
Y

 I
M

A
G

E
S
 /

 A
L
E
X

A
N

D
R

 Z
H

E
N

Z
H

IR
O

V

Judie Amyot
Pet Tails


