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suggesting media
“licensing”

Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp

Plante refuses motion to accept IRHA
definition of anti-semitism
By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

Seventy-five years to the day after the Red
Army rolled into the Auschwitz-Birkenau
death camps on their way to Berlin, city Opposition leader Lionel Perez told The Suburban that he believed that the anniversary
would be a good occasion to present a motion
by which Montreal could become the first Canadian city to adopt the IRHA’s internationally accepted definition of anti-Semitism.
As defined by the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance, “anti-Semitism is
a certain perception of Jews, which may be
expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical

and physical manifestations of anti-Semitism
are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish
individuals and/or their property, toward
Jewish community institutions and religious
facilities.”
While many believe that the IRHA definition is just as easy to understand as it’s easy
to accept what anti-Semitism means to a
significant part of the city’s population, Montreal’s Mayor Valérie Plante refused to accept
the definition after which she suggested that
Montreal’s City Council should develop its
own definition of anti-Semitism. Many observers believe the mayor once again missed
an opportunity to connect with a significant
part of the city’s population who are more

than a little concerned about the rise of anti-Semitism throughout the world. Aside
from her suggestion that Montreal’s city
council is better equipped to define anti-Semitism than the experts at the IRHA who spent
12 years working on the issue, many observers believe the mayor lacked the leadership
that’s required to fight the rise of anti-Semitism and other hate crimes in the city.
The first step in combating the world’s oldest hatred is defining it in all of its contemporary forms,” wrote CIJA Vice-President Eta
Yudin. Others, including Perez, believe that
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By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

This past Sunday on CTV’s Question Period, newly-appointed Federal Heritage Minister Steven Guilbeault sparked a firestorm
by informing Canadians that a federal panel
mandated by the PMO to issue a report on
the future of media and headed by Janet Yale,
recommended that all companies that deliver
“audio, audiovisual, and alphanumeric news
content” to Canadians should be regulated,
through some form of a licence or registration. Guilbeault stated to Evan Solomon that,
See GUILBEAULT, page A9

