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Montreal Heart Institute rolls out national test on drug against most deadly effect of Covid 

Montreal Heart Institute research director Dr. Jean-Claude Tardif (photo from MHI)

By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

The federal government announced 
that it received 500,000 applications for 
employment insurance last week com-
pared to 27,000 for the same week last 
year.

University of Calgary Prof. Trevor 
Tombe noted that the 500,000 job loss-
es surpass — in percentage terms — the 
percent of the monthly job losses in July, 
1932, the worst month for employment 
during the Great Depression. “It seems 
clear to me that this is the sharpest neg-
ative shock we’ve ever seen,” Tombe said. 
And the number does not include those 
who have been laid off but were not yet 

Canada’s EI claims 
last week surpassed 
the worst month in 
the Great Depression 
in percentage terms
500,000 applications filed, up from 
27,000 in same period last year

See EI, page A8

COVID-19 TESTING 
CENTRE - PAGE 8

By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

This morning, Alan Gignac, the CEO of 
the Montreal Heart Institute Foundation, 
sent out a release officially informing 
the public that the MHI has launched a 
Canada-wide clinical study on a potential 
treatment for the Coronavirus. He wrote 
that he was sending the message, “with a 

sense of great pride and hope.”
Researchers at the MHI have been test-

ing Colchicine, an anti-inflammatory, 
which appears to reduce some of the grave 
effects of respiratory distress brought on 
by Covid-19.Respiratory failure caused by 
inflammation is the major cause of death 
from the virus. Colchicine is actually in 
pharmacies around the world. It is not a 
new drug and costs less than a dollar a 

day in prescription protocols. The study 
will involve 6000 people and the MHI has 
40 nurses working 24/7 to take calls from 
people willing to participate and see if 
they meet the criteria. You can consult 
the website at COLCORONA.ORG 1-877-
536-6837.

‘This could be a game changer’

See DRUG, page A8


