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By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

Some 2,000 Quebecers span-
ning communities, religions 
and political parties turned out 
Monday night for an emotion-
ally-charged, standing-room 
only rally against anti-Sem-
itism at Côte St. Luc’s Beth 
Israel Beth Aaron Synagogue.

The event, organized by 
the synagogue, Federation 
CJA and the Centre for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs (CIJA), was 
held in the aftermath of the 

massacre this past Saturday at 
the Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, per-
petrated by virulent anti-Sem-
ite Robert Bowers. Eleven con-
gregants were killed and six 
people were injured, including 
several police officers.

In a passionate speech, Beth 
Israel Beth Aaron’s Rabbi Reu-
ben Poupko, who was born in 
Pittsburgh and whose father 
was a spiritual leader there 
for decades, said the beauty 
of Jewish life is provocative to 

some.
“It reminds them of their 

own ugliness,” the Rabbi said. 
“Our very existence is a prov-
ocation because there are two 
responses to seeing beauty — 
one is emulation and the other 
is to destroy because it’s the 
evidence of your own failure.

“That’s anti-Semitism! 
That’s what it was in Pitts-
burgh, and that’s what it’s 
been in too many other places, 

Quebecers rally against anti-Semitism

Hebrew Academy Grade 9 students Levana Dayan and Eden Zrihan light memorial candles.
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See RALLY, page A6

Melrose 
mural reflects 
NDG’s 
community 
spirit
By P.A. Sevigny
The Suburban

As of last Saturday afternoon, Noa Nee-
man, Melanie Stye and Boris Biberdzic 
were still busy as they put the final touch-
es on a summer project that’s already be-
ginning to get a lot of attention through-
out the borough. Located on the corner 
of the Upper Lachine Road and Melrose 
Avenue, Biberdzic’s ‘Harvest’ presently 
dominates a space that used to be little 
more than a decrepit old wall that faced 
a two-storey commercial building’s park-
ing lot. Initially produced by the NDGCC 
(NDG Community Council) with $17 000 
worth of financial support from the bor-
ough, the three local artists spent most of 
their summer up on a scaffold working 
on a civic art project that’s surely going to 
raise the bar as to what can be done with 
the borough’s next available wall.

“We worked well together,” said NDG’s 
Melanie Stye. “It wasn’t always easy, but 
we always managed to bring out the best 
in each other.”

According to Stye, Biberdzic put in 

See MURAL, page A3


