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SPECIAL FRONTLINE HEROES EDITION

frontline HEROES

By Beryl Wajsman,Editor
The Suburban

So many owe so much to so few. That paraphrase 
of Winston Churchill’s famous statement during the 
Battle of Britain was in our minds as we planned this 
special issue where we profile some of today’s front-
line heroes in the Covid crisis. This can rightly be 
called the Battle of the World. And proportionately, 
there may not be many more heroes to protect us 
today as there were then. The few. The precious few.

Our Kevin Woodhouse wrote a piece that you 
can see on our website -thesuburban.com — called 
“Three little words.” He called them the most im-
portant words for our time right now. No, the words 
aren’t “I love you” though those would apply as well. 
He wrote that the most important words for today 
are, “Please” and “Thank you.” He called for us to be 
civil, courteous and to show gratitude for what our 
frontline heroes are doing. This is this newspaper’s 
“Thank you.”

Thank you 
Frontline Heroes

See HEROES, page A43

See AWARDS, page A10

Hometown Olympians 
heading to Tokyo                      

INSIDE THIS WEEK

A21

By Suburban Staff

The Garantie de construction rés-
identielle (GCR), which administers the 
residential construction guarantee in 
Quebec has set up specific support for 
affected consumers following the $30 
million bankruptcy of construction com-
pany Bel-Habitat Inc.

The company, whose accreditation has 
been withdrawn, has also lost its Régie 
du bâtiment du Québec (RBQ) license, 
after more than 100 people have discov-
ered that significant portions of their 
large down payments may have disap-
peared, along with their yet to be com-

pleted homes.
“The elements that have been report-

ed to us since Monday are very sad, even 
shocking” said GCR president Daniel 
Laplante. “We know how concerned con-
sumers can be at the present time and we 
want to offer them maximum support, in 
compliance with what is provided for in 
the Regulation respecting the guarantee 
plan for new residential buildings.”

Consumers will receive communica-
tions from GCR to explain the procedure 
to them and offer them personalized 
support to help them complete the doc-
uments required by the Regulation. RBQ 
investigators will actively collaborate on 

the file.
Dozens of homes in Laval and the 

north shore remain unfinished, with 
hundreds of thousands of dollars owed 
to sub-contractors who have ceased work 
on site. The 10-year-old company’s bank-
ruptcy estimated at some $30 million has 
a significant domino effect, reaching ev-
eryone from homeowners and lenders to 
suppliers and laborers.

At last week’s council meeting outgo-
ing Laval Mayor Marc Demers pledged 
the city’s support to affected families, and 

BANKRUPTCY LEAVES BANKRUPTCY LEAVES 

HOMEBUYERS IN COLDHOMEBUYERS IN COLD

Construction containers dumped on site by sub-contractors, who like homeowners and laborers are out of pocket following bankruptcy of 
firm that took large down payments from consumers.
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See BANKRUPTCY , page A10

The West Island and City editions 
of The Suburban Newspaper, today 
functioning as one paper, combined 
to earn 13 awards in the 41st Quebec 
Community Newspaper Competition.

“What more can a community 
newspaper hope to achieve than being 
recognized as 1st for the Best Inves-
tigative reporting, Best News Photo 
and Best Sports pages,” said publisher 
Michael Sochaczevski.


