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Barry Christensen of  Montreal Sock It To Me together with Cheryl Sochaczevski, representing 
the Sochaczevski family, who together with The Suburban donated over 10,000 pairs of socks. 
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By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

The city has doubled its funding for 
the Pôle Régional d’Économie Sociale de 
Laval (PRESL) by providing an annual 
grant of $100,000 for a period of 3 years. 
The $300,000 funding is part of Laval’s 
economic recovery plan through the de-
velopment of significant projects.

“Social economy actors have repeat-
edly demonstrated their resilience” says 
executive committee vice-chair Stéphane 
Boyer. “The social economy is now a 
pillar of our municipality. By provid-
ing it with stronger funding, we ensure 
spinoffs in our communities and support 
the economic development of our entre-
preneurs. It’s simple, we kill two birds 
with one stone.” Since its creation in 
July 2015, PRESL’s mission is to consol-
idate and encourage the development of 
the network of social economy enterpris-
es in the region. To do this, it promotes 
consultation between the various stake-
holders in the community and promotes 
the social economy model, particularly 
among the next generation and in the 
area of collective entrepreneurship.

The city wants to promote a dynamic 
and innovative economic recovery so it 
needs to accompany and support com-
panies and entrepreneurs who invest in 
new trends in the social economy, in-
cluding ecological transition. Operating 
costs related to pandemic restrictions are 
seen as the key challenge for these com-
panies, which cannot support heavy debt.

More than 5000 jobs are related to 
the city’s 270 social economy operations 
which generated $548 million in revenue 
in 2018.
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By Joel Ceausu
The Suburban

Anglo school board voters are going 
back to the polls for the first time in six 
years on December 20. Well some of them 
anyway.

Elections of chairs and commissioners 
were supposed to take place on Novem-
ber 1, but since all positions to be filled by 
elections were located in red zone territo-
ries, the balloting was halted.

After the widescale acclamations of 
school board commissioners and chairs 
earlier this month, only a handful of posts 
remain contested, and Quebec’s educa-
tion ministry is now working with Élec-
tions Québec to get the process rolling 
again in the contest of Covid-19 safety 
measures.

More than 88% of positions were ac-
claimed. More specifically, out of the nine 
chair positions to be filled, six were ac-
claimed and took office on November 6. 
Two positions will require votes and one 
position remains vacant and a new elec-
tion process will be undertaken at a later 
date. Of the 95 commissioner posts to be 
filled, 83 were acclaimed, with 7 facing 
election and 5 remaining vacant that will 
also be subject to a new election process 
at a later date.

In the Greater Montreal area that 
means retired teacher and education ac-
tivist Chris Eustace facing off against for-
mer commissioner Judy Kelley for chair 
of the Lester B. Pearson School Board, 
along with commissioner races for divi-
sions 2,3 and 4. At the EMSB, incumbent 
Julien Feldman is facing challenger Irwin 
Rapoport for Ward 3, the only election 
at that board. At the Sir Wilfrid Lauri-
er School Board in Laval and the north 
shore, all council seats were acclaimed ex-
cept for the chair, which will be contested 
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