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 EXPANDING BILL 101: PREMIER LEGAULT YOU WILL DESTROY THE LEGACY YOU WANTED...A16

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

There is a “good chance” 
Quebec will use the notwith-
standing clause for an ex-
panded and “robust” Bill 101 
language law, especially after 
the province’s Superior Court 
struck down parts of Bill 21, 
Premier François Legault said.

“I think that, with the judg-
ment we have this week about 
the Bill 21, it’s clear that the 
interpretation of the Canadi-
an Constitution, that Quebec 
didn’t sign, is sometimes giv-
ing us some answers that are 
not representing what the ma-
jority of Quebecers want,” Le-
gault told the media.

Bill 21, which demands that 
some provincial employees in 
positions of authority not wear 
religious clothing or symbols, 

was upheld last week, with the 
exception of English school 
boards and MNAs.

The notwithstanding clause, 
brought in as part of the Ca-
nadian constitution in 1982, 
allows provincial governments 
to temporarily override the 
Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. The Bourassa 
government did that with Bill 
178 in 1988, when it limited 
the presence of English on 
signage. That law was softened 
five years later.

The additions to Bill 101 are 
expected to be tabled later this 
spring and drafted by Justice 
Minister Simon Jolin-Barrette, 
also responsible for drafting 
Bill 21. Liberal leader Dom-
inique Anglade has said she 
would not use the notwith-
standing clause. n

Quebec may use 
notwithstanding 
clause on Bill 101 
expansion

By Chelsey St-Pierre
The Suburban

West Island residents are con-
cerned about REM parking in 
Kirkland and in Pointe-Claire as 
no confirmation of parking lot 
plans have been received to date.

“We want answers!” West Island 
resident Karen Cliffe told The 

Suburban.
Cliffe organized a virtual rally 

set for May 1st to put pressure 
on the REM’s major shareholder, 
CDPQ, and the City of Montreal to 
provide citizens with answers.

“There is no ridership without 
access.” Cliffe explained. “This is a 
positive project, but without park-
ing, it becomes a project causing 

complications for residents.”

According to Cliffe, some issues 

caused by the absence of a parking 

plan include unusual volumes of 

people parking on nearby streets 

and people choosing not to use 

the light rail because they cannot 

West Islanders want answers on 
lack of REM parking

Architectural renderings of various stations and works of art of the Metropolitan Express Network (REM). 

See REM, page A14
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