An open letter to the Planning Accreditation Board, the Association of

Collegiate Schools of Planning, and the American Planning Association

April 29th, 2024.

Dear

Weiping Wu, Ph.D. (PAB Chair) Columbia University,

Rayman Mohamed, Ph.D. (ACSP President) Wayne State University,
Angela D. Brooks, FAICP (APA President),

In recent weeks, students enrolled at universities across the United States have staged
areas of protest located at the centers of their institutions. In some instances, their
professors have joined to form a circle of protection as law enforcement has moved
swiftly to perform violent arrests, repressing the speech of both students and faculty
alike. Campuses represented are a mix of public and private institutions, both with an
equal and direct line to state power that can immediately and physically quell any
dissent from the academic community. The Planning Accreditation Board, the
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning, and the American Planning Association
has an obligation to speak out against violent arrests and continued threats by our

accredited institutions.

The field of urban planning has a complicated legacy. Urban planners, historically and
still today, have reinforced exclusionary zoning, enabled uses that have defined frontline
communities, and supported unsustainable developments that gutted the urban core of
so many cities. However, because our profession has a unique relationship to
understanding the built environment as a social and political construct, planners are
provided a lens through which they can imagine new ways of being. They should be

empowered to intervene when the safety of our communities is at stake.

In The Urban Revolution, Henri Lefebvre, urban sociologist and French philosopher

famously known for ‘Right to the City’ said "Whenever threatened, the first thing power



restricts is the ability to linger or assemble in the streets" (1970); We're planners, our
business is in the streets. If we are truly to plan through a lens of equity and justice, we
have an obligation to intervene in moments that undermine our ability to maximize
healthy, safe, and thriving communities. It is not enough to piecemeal equity into our
plans and denounce the days of redlining if we are to, in the same breath, remain silent

as our accredited institutions violently punish our current and future colleagues.

Planning is inherently political, and as such, requires the public forum. Images of
students occupying their university’s public spaces as armed men hovered above them
with long-range guns is heartbreaking. In 200 days, nearly 85 percent of Gaza's
population has been displaced, and over 14,000 children have been killed. There is not a
single university left standing in Gaza. Our institutions are intellectually and financially
intertwined with the Genocide against the Palestinian people, and for decades, students
on campuses in the United States and globally, have been demanding for their
universities to Divest from war. This demand should not be controversial. If we are to
continue to practice planning that is rooted in democratic participation and equity, we
must be clear in denouncing the behaviors of each university that have brought physical
violence to members of its academic community and call into question the planning

accreditation if their response continues to escalate.

Universities of Concern

Columbia University.

Cornell University.

Hunter College, City University of New York.
New York University.

The Ohio State University.

The University of Texas at Austin.

Arizona State University.

Wayne State University.

University of Southern California.



George Washington University.
University of California, Los Angeles.
University of Pennsylvania.

Harvard University.

Portland State University.

University of Illinois Chicago.
Signed,
If you are a current professional planner or planning student/alumni/professor and wish to sign on, please

email kcaffray@wayne.edu with your full name and affiliation.

KC Caffray, MUP candidate Wayne State University, ACSP member, APA member,

Arizona State University alum.

K. Maurice Binion Jr, MUP candidate Wayne State University.

Anna Wysocki, Graduate Student, DUSP Wayne State University, APA member.

Sundus Bhatti, MUP candidate WSU, APA member.

Mckenzie Macharia, MUP candidate Wayne State University.

Kelsey Maas, MUP candidate Wayne State University, APA member.

Connor J. Pierce, MUP candidate Wayne State University, APA member.

Shannon Gaffney, MUP candidate Wayne State University, APA Student Board Member.

Christina Nicholaides, Wayne State University MUP alum.



Nat M. Zorach, AICP, MBA. The Handbuilt City.

Anya Tipton, MUP Candidate Wayne State University.

sara faraj, Master of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) Candidate, University of
Michigan, APA Member.

Jonathan Pacheco Bell, MAUP, MLIS, Lecturer, Cal Poly Pomona Department of Urban

and Regional Planning.

Rebeca Duran Lopez, Master of Urban and Regional Planning Candidate, University of

California Irvine, Alumni and Current Student, APA Member.

Zoe Axelrod, University of Pennsylvania alum.

Maria E. Ceja, University of California, Irvine MURP alum, APA member.
Giselle Armendadriz

Masters in Urban and Regional Planning, UCI Irvine 2021

Program Manager, Liberty Hill Foundation

Co-Chair, Liberty Hill Workers United.

Madeline Augustine, PE
UPCD Candidate, UMass Boston.

Briana Villaverde, Master in Urban Planning Candidate

Harvard University Graduate School of Design. APA Member.

Nohely Alvarez, PhD Student, University of Maryland-College Park.



James De Mott, Master in Urban Planning Candidate, Harvard University Graduate

School of Design.

Gaston Neville, Master of Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning Candidate,

Tufts University.

Shreya Bhutani. Harvard MUP 25.

Sophie Weston Chien

Master in Urban Planning Candidate, Harvard Graduate School of Design.

Kristopher Fortin, Bachelor's in Urban Studies and Planning (2011), California State

University, Northridge.

Evan Kindler

MUP candidate at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design.

Tirzah Khan MUP ‘26 at Harvard GSD.

Carson Bridges, MUP candidate, University of Washington, APA Member.

Juliana Beekenkamp, Master in Urban Planning Candidate

Harvard University Graduate School of Design.

Alessandra Seiter, Master of City Planning Candidate, Boston University.

Ashley Avila, Master of Science in Urban Planning (MSUP) Candidate, University of
Arizona, APA Member.

Gabriela Gonzalez



UC Irvine MURP alum, UC Los Angeles Undergraduate alum, APA member.

Jason Lindy, MUP graduate Wayne State University. Urban Planning Chair Detroit
Food Policy Council.

Jason Douglas, Los Angeles City Planning, USC Alumnus 2015, APA member.

Dr. A] Kim, Associate Professor of City Planning, San Diego State University, ACSP
member. Department of Urban Planning, UCLA, Ph.D.

Marwah Magbool Malik
Affiliation: PhD Student at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

Jess Shakesprere, Master in Urban Planning Candidate, Harvard Graduate School of

Design.

Kaede Polkinghorne, APA New Orleans Metro Chapter Communications Coordinator.

Katelin Penner, Urban Planner and MUP student at Hunter College.

Deyanira Nevarez Martinez, Assistant Professor of Urban and Regional Planning at

Michigan State University.

Andrew Lindstrom, MURP Student, Portland State University.

Madeleine Pelzel, Rice University Architecture School Alum.

Jesse Tapia, Master of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) student, Portland State

University.



Tam ] Guy (they/them), Doctoral candidate in Urban Planning at UCLA, ACSP member,

University of Utah alum, Portland State University alum.

Hilary Malson, UCLA Urban Planning PhD Student.

Dawn Walter, Master of Urban and Regional Planning Student, Portland State
University, APA Member.

Hannah King, PhD Candidate
Institute of Transportation Studies

UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs.
Hannah June Althea

MURP Student, Portland State University
APA Student Member.

Kimberly Nightingale, PhD student, Portland State University.

Samantha Gallagher, Master of Urban and Regional Planning Student, Portland State
University, APA Member.

Jackson Morrison, Candidate, Master of Urban and Regional Planning, Portland State

University.

Jacob Heid, Master of Urban and Environmental Planning Student, Arizona State

University.

Joseph Haggerty, Masters in Urban and Environmental Planning Student, Arizona State

University.



Maura Paxton, Master of Urban and Regional Planning Student, Portland State

University.

Kenton Marquigny, Masters in Urban and Regional Planning student, Portland State

University.

Emma Walters, PhD Candidate, Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the

University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign.

Kara Hamilton, Portland State University, Candidate, Master of Urban and Regional

Planning '24.

Amelie Rives, MURP, Virginia Commonwealth University.

Jacques A. Jones Jr., Writer, Multi-media Artist, Community-Taught Equity Planner &
GIS Professional.

Holly Querin, Master of Urban and Regional Planning Candidate, Portland State

University.

James Shelstad, Master of Urban and Regional Planning Student, Portland State

University.

Kate Carroll, Master of Urban and Regional Planning Student, Portland State University
2025.

Lisa Berglund, PhD, Associate Professor, Dalhousie University, School of Planning.

Mila Puccini, MUP candidate at Wayne State University, APA member.



Raul Santiago-Bartolomei, Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Planning, University

of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras.

Pamela Stephens, PhD Candidate, Department of Urban Planning, UCLA.
Emma Mehlig French, UCLA Urban Planning PhD Candidate.

Andres F. Ramirez

PhD student in Urban Planning

UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs.

Angie Chen, Master of City Planning Candidate, University of California Berkeley, APA

member, former APA Norcal Section board member.

Jeff Garnand, PhD Candidate, Department of City and Regional Planning, UC Berkeley.

Ruby Kosewicz-Strickland, Master of City Planning Student, UC Berkeley, APA
Member.

Rasheed El Shabazz
Masters of City and Regional Planning, University of California, Berkeley, 2021

Principal Investigator, The Mosque and the Block.
Sarah Brown, Graduate student Florida State University.
Mare Liam Ralph

Master of Urban Planning and Policy

University of Illinois-Chicago alumnus.



Sienna Fitzpatrick, Master’s Candidate in Community and Regional Planning at the

University of Oregon.

Ana Padilla

UC Berkeley, Masters in City Planning, Class of 2025

Cal Poly SLO, B.S. City and Regional Planning, Class of 2018
APA Member.

Lauren Harper

Master of Urban and Regional Planning

University of California, Los Angeles.

Victoria Beckley, MCP 23, UC Berkeley.

Isra Fakhruddin, Professional

Master of Urban and Regional Planning + Master of Landscape Architecture
University of Colorado Denver.

Efad Hugq, Assistant Professor, Smith College.

Zachary Korosh, PhD Candidate, City and Regional Planning, Ohio State University.

Hunter Carey, Master of Community and Regional Planning Student, University of

Oregon.

Julia Heidelman, UCLA MURP 2017.

Zak Davidson, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.






