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Rudy Osborne (23) hoists the state championship trophy during the celebration on the field at University of Wyoming’s War Memorial Stadium in Laramie Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021.
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LARAMIE — Texas Tanner 
used the word “family.”

In fact, he mentioned it four 
times in a four-minute span 
after winning the Wyoming 4A 
State Championship title last 
Saturday in Laramie. That’s 
how he described the 2021 
Sheridan Broncs.

“Being here and playing in 
the state championship with 
my whole family, it was just 
an amazing experience I will 
never forget,” the senior said.

The Broncs beat Rock 
Springs 45-27 at the University 
of Wyoming’s War Memorial 
Stadium in Laramie to com-
plete an 11-1 championship sea-
son, their fifth in the last seven 
years.

But Sheridan didn’t ride a 
straight and well-paved path 
to the state championship. Its 
bumps began before the season 
even started.

It was tasked with replacing 
its 2020 quarterback, most of 
its offensive linemen and its 
top four tacklers, all of whom 
graduated last spring.

Then, it lost three players 
expected to be key contrib-
utors. During the team’s 
annual summer camp trek to 
Chadron State University, Cael 
Gilbertson tore up his knee 
and was ruled out for the sea-
son. Brock Steel faced the same 
situation a month later at a 
recruiting camp. Brock Mann’s 
injury made it a triumvirate. 
Steel and Mann were lined up 
to be senior leaders. Gilbertson 
was a prized junior quarter-
back vying to earn the starting 
gig.

Seniors Carl Askins and 
Rich Hall battled for the open 
quarterback position, but the 
two played evenly throughout 
training camp. They entered 
the season in a rotation, 
though neither had varsity 
starting quarterback experi-
ence.

Head coach Jeff Mowry said 
the goal all summer was to 
“grow leaders,” and Askins 
and Hall were a part of that.

 Leadership, perseverance, family vibe led Sheridan to state title

SEE BRONCS, PAGE D4

Above: The Sheridan Broncs take a few minutes after winning the state championship to recognize individual contributions to their 45-27 victory over Rock Springs 
Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021. Below left: Seniors Michael Greer and Bridger Baker hug. Below Right: Sheridan’s Caden Steel (56) and Carter McComb (8) carry the state 
championship ball back to the locker room.


