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SMH Board of Trustees 
seeks to ease hospital’s 

behavioral health burden

SHERIDAN — During a meeting Wednesday, 
Sheridan Memorial Hospital’s Board of Trustees took 
action to increase the hospital’s care and service 
capacity for behavioral health patients by supporting 
efforts to secure American Rescue Plan Act dollars for 
behavioral health facilities and allocating funding for 
a vehicle to transport involuntarily detained patients. 

“[There] is a big need within our region around pro-
viding the right kind of care and treatment for behav-
ioral health patients,” SMH CEO Mike McCafferty 
said. 

BY MARGARET O’HARA

MARGARET.OHARA@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

Five-person committee 
provides recommendations 

on housing shortage

SHERIDAN — During a 
Sheridan County Commission 
study session Tuesday, a 
group of local realtors and 
developers shared thoughts 
on the recent countywide 
housing study.

The group — comprising 
Bob Utter, Jane Clark, Paul 
DelRossi, Bruce Garber 
and Ron Patterson — was 
convened by Sheridan City 
Councilor and Sheridan 
County Deputy County 
Attorney Clint Beaver to 
review the 66-page document 
released by San Francisco-
based land use firm Gruen 
Gruen and Associates in 

January. The committee 
members were asked to use 
their combined knowledge of 
the Sheridan County hous-
ing market to prioritize, and 
determine the feasibility of, 
Gruen’s 14 suggestions.

The Gruen study showed 
there will be an increased 
housing need in Sheridan 
County in the near future. 
Over the next 10 years, it is 
projected the county will need 
990 additional units including 
725 single-family units and 
265 multi-family units. This 
projection takes into account 
workforce and senior citizen 
housing needs.

BY STEPHEN DOW

STEPHEN.DOW@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

Candidates discuss mandates, government overreach

SHERIDAN — In addition to qualifica-
tions and backgrounds, candidates for a 
variety of local races shared thoughts on 
various issues facing Sheridan County 
Wednesday as part of a forum hosted by 
the Sheridan County Republican Party 
and the Republican Women of Sheridan 
County.

Many of the questions centered 
around fiscal responsibility, upholding 
the state and U.S. Constitution and lim-
ited government.

Candidates for Sheridan County sher-
iff, for example, were asked whether 
they would enforce any attempt to con-
fiscate the guns of Wyoming citizens. 
The candidates also weighed in on if 
they would support the carrying of con-
cealed handguns by licensed citizens 
into locations where weapons are cur-
rently banned — such as schools, gov-
ernment buildings and other areas.

BY KRISTEN CZABAN

KRISTEN.CZABAN@THESHERIDANPRESS.COM

Ten appointed  
to county boards
SHERIDAN — The Sheridan County Commission 

appointed 10 Sheridan County residents to various boards 
earlier in the week.

Among those appointed were: Kevin Kessner to the 
Sheridan Memorial Hospital Board; Ken Heuermann, 
Kathy Fay and incumbent Kristin Campbell to the 
Sheridan County Historic Preservation Commission;  
Anna Edwards and Michelle Edwards to the Sheridan 
County Library System Board; Allen Wellborn and 
incumbent Jeff Wallack to the Sheridan County Planning 
and Zoning Commission; and Jonni Joyce and incum-
bent Terry Weitzel to the Sheridan County Parks and 
Recreation Board. All appointed board members will 
serve three-year terms.

Commissioner Terry Cram said he was thankful for all 
of the applicants for the board openings and their dedica-
tion to Sheridan County.

“We did interview each and every one of these people 
that applied for all these boards, and I believe we had 
some really great candidates,” Cram said. 

STEPHEN DOW | THE SHERIDAN PRESS

Bob Utter speaks to the Sheridan County Commission Tuesday, July 
21, 2022. Utter was part of a five-person committee asked to evalu-
ate the county’s recent affordable housing study from Gruen, Gruen 
and Associates.
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Sheridan City Councilor Aaron Linden, right, talks with Republican State 
Committeeman Tod Windsor before the start of the local Republican candi-
date forum Wednesday, June 22, 2022.
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Sheridan Memorial Hospital CEO Mike McCafferty listens to discussion at a recent SMH Board of Trustees meeting. During a 
meeting Wednesday, the board supported plans to secure American Rescue Plan Act dollars for behavioral health facilities 
and allocating funding for a vehicle to transport involuntarily detained patients.

SMH Board of Trustees Chairwoman Shirley Coulter asks a 
question at a recent board meeting. During Wednesday’s 
meeting, Coulter and the board approved a $55,000 pur-
chase of a 2019 Chevrolet Tahoe to transport medically sta-
bilized, involuntarily committed patients to other facilities 
across the state.SEE SMH, PAGE 3
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