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City, county 

developing vision for 

proposed nonprofit

Ledgerwood adds to Y experiences

Current Sheridan County coroner explains 

the role ahead of primary election

SHERIDAN — After months of work from a joint 
city/county committee, the proposed Sheridan 
County housing land trust is slowly taking shape.

City and county officials said they expect coun-
cilors and commissioners to consider whether 
to proceed with the project within the next few 
months, as the joint committee concludes months 
of research into how the land trust would be struc-
tured, what types of housing would be created and 
how other Wyoming communities have addressed 
the need for affordable housing.

“Over the next couple of months, the committee 
hopes to have a direction and a plan it can bring 
back to the city and county for consideration,” 
Sheridan County Administrative Director Renee 
Obermueller said. The joint committee — com-
prising Sheridan Mayor Rich Bridger, Sheridan 
City Councilors Aaron Linden and Shawn Day 
and Sheridan County Commissioners Nick Siddle 
and Christi Haswell among others — has been 
meeting for three months now, Sheridan City 
Administrator Stuart McRae said. 

SHERIDAN — Lorrie Ledgerwood has been a main-
stay at the YMCA pool for decades, offering lessons and 
exercise classes for people of all abilities.

“If you haven’t gotten a swim lesson from Lorrie, 
you’re missing out on life,” YMCA Executive Director 
Liz Cassiday said, adding that when she took on the 
director role, she took an adult swimming class from 
Ledgerwood.

“She was amazing. I was a non-swimmer, and it was 
so lighthearted,” Cassiday said. “I never felt like, ‘Oh 
my gosh, this person who knows the pool is judging 
me.’ It was humor and a good time, and she just meets 
you where you are at. If you can’t put your head in 
water, she will meet you there. If you’re like me, in that 
I just forgot how to swim, she will meet you there.”

SHERIDAN — As Sheridan County residents 
start to cast their votes for coroner during 
the Aug. 16 primary election, misconceptions 
abound about the coroner’s role and required 
training, said current Sheridan County 
Coroner P.J. Kane. 

To dispel some of these misconceptions, The 
Sheridan Press set out to answer essential 
questions about the county coroner’s role in 
local death investigations. 

What are the training requirements 
to become a county coroner in Wyoming? 

Under Wyoming law, county coroner’s are 
elected officials, who face relatively few edu-
cation or training requirements to get the job. 

In the United States, there are two types 
of medicolegal death investigation officers, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Public Health Professionals 
Gateway: coroners and medical examiners. 
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The autopsy room at Kane Funeral Home sits empty Tuesday, March 8, 2022. Misconceptions abound 

about the coroner’s role and required training, said current Sheridan County coroner P.J. Kane.
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A field off of Decker Road could eventually be used for 

attainable housing in Sheridan. A joint city/county 

housing land trust committee has spent the last three 

months discussing what the potential land trust could 

look like.
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Lorrie Ledgerwood smiles as she guides a water exercise class through its next underwater stretch Friday, August 5, 2022.

A water exercise class, led by Ledgerwood, uses pool noodles to stretch 

out their muscles Friday, August 5, 2022.SEE LEDGERWOOD PAGE 2


