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Public Service Commission of Wyoming September 9, 2025
Chairman Mike Robinson

Deputy Chairman Chris Petrie
2515 Warren Avenue, Suite 300
Cheyenne, WY 82001

Re: Docket No. 20004-174-ER-25; Record No.17880
In the matter of the application of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. for a General Rate Increase of
$7,507,017 annually, or 24.36%, to its general electric utility rates

Dear Commissioners Robinson and Petrie,

My name is Laurie D. Goodman and I reside at 17 Sandstone Circle, Sheridan, Wyoming. I am an
intervenor in the cited Docket.

The Sheridan County Commissioners held a public meeting on September 4 regarding the
Sheridan-Big Horn Transmission line construction project which is included as a $3 million line item
in the cited Docket Rate Increase request. This meeting was attended by Anthony Ornelas and his
Deputyof the Office of Consumer Advocates. It was clarified at the meeting that the transmission
tine construction project, while not a stand-alone entity before the PSC, is in fact directly linked to
the cited docket, given the $3 million line item for the project is included in the rate increase
request.

At the meeting, it became abundantly clear that MDU had not sufficiently considered several
critical factors that will affect the greater Big Horn community forever, including, but not limited to,
routing the high voltage transmission line through the County's Designated Scenic Viewshed of the
Little Goose Canyon. Since the rate payers will be paying for this project, including the proposed %
mile portion of the project that could be buried as requested by the public, it is essential that
construction of this project be ceased immediately and not resumed until a project re-design can
be reached with the community, including its Commissioners are elected State officials.

We have written to the MDU President and CEO asking for cessation of construction and a meeting
to discuss project redesign of the % mite through the Scenic Viewshed. We have also petitioned the
Sheridan County Commissioners to deny two licenses at their Sept. 16 meeting which would stop
MDU from crossing Box Cross Road and continuing construction of the transmission line in the
Scenic Viewshed and within 50-1 00' of adjacent homes (which lie outside of the easement.) And
now we are petitioning the PSC to require immediate cessation of this transmission line until
an agreement on a project re-design can be reached with the County Commissioners.
Respectfully yours,

^^ D.U^ f\
Laurie D. Goodman

17 Sandstone Circle, Sheridan, WY 82801 ; 307.690.7691; LgQQ_dmanw^omtn^@^maU,CQm

Cc: Wyoming Office of Consumer Advocate
Sheridan County Commissioners
Sheridan County Planning and Zoning Commission
Sheridan County State Officials
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September 22, 2025

Wyoming Public Service Commission
2515 Warren Ave., Suite 300
Cheyenne, WY 82002

To whom it may concern:

The Sheridan County Board of County Commissioners is writing this letter in opposition to
Montana-Dakota Utilities (MDU) installation of an overhead transmission line through the S chunk
easement. Our opposition for the section that will be installed along the eastern property line of
land deeded to Rosemary Schunk, adjacent to two subdivisions located in close proximity to the
east ofMDU's recently acquired easement from Mrs. Schunk. This is not an opposition to the
need for the line or its installation across existing easements that are currently being used for utility
lines by MDU. There are a few options that MDU has available to complete the project but without
interfering with pristine land that will devalue innocent parties' residential properties.

On September 4th, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. the Sheridan County Board of County Commissioners hosted
an informal meeting with MDU on the transmission project. Representatives of the Office of
Consumer Advocate were in attendance. At this meeting, several concerns were voiced by
property owners from the surrounding area. Those concerns were in opposition to an overhead
transmission line and its negative effects on property valuation, safety, fire hazard, and impact to
wildlife, as well as a negative impact on the viewshed. Most landowners were not opposed to the
entire project but specifically to the route through native, undisturbed land.

On September 16, 2025, we denied two license applications from MDU to install overhead
transmission lines within county road rights-of-way pursuant to W. S. 1-26-813. However, we are
also aware that the Public Service Commission has the exclusive responsibility of regulating public
utilities. We are not seeking to regulate this public utility but request that the MDU transmission
line follow an alternative route that does not negatively affect the residents of Sheridan County as
well as the general viewshed.

We would encourage the Public Service Commission to help Sheridan County to protect our core
values by granting permission to Montana-Dakota Utilities to install this line in an alternative route
through existing easements. Allowing the current route through the Schunk easement, which was
acquired after all adjacent lots were purchased and homes were built, will greatly diminish property
values.

Sincerely,

-l^w< J
(J-^onnie J. Wright
Chairman - Board of County Commissioners )7l£^U£/ClfL,

224 South Main Street- Suite Bl - Sheridan, Wyoming 82801-4855
Phone: 307-674-2900-Fax: 307-674-2909
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