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During a meeting of the City of Salem’s 

utility committee March 8, the committee
was presented with a financial report by city
treasurer Stacey Houston. 

From July through Feb. 28, Houston reported
that electric consumption is up 389,000 kilo-
watt hours compared to the same time last 
year. Electric sales revenue was reported at 
$4.9 million, compared to $3.7 million during 
the same time period last year.    

“That’s up 34% over last year, which it
should be, because the rate increase that we 
did in October did not take effect until July
of last year,” said Houston. 

A total of $200,820 of that $4.9 million
figure is from the $10 availability fee, according 
to Houston. Electric revenue collected was 
$4.5 million through Feb. 28.  

Water consumption was reported at 
97,781,344 gallons, compared to 93,918,283 
gallons from July-February of last year. Water 
sales revenue billed was reported at $638,409,
compared to $600,380 last year. Houston re-
ported that revenue was up 6% from last
year, and that $107,022 of that revenue was 
due to the $6 base rate. water revenue collected 
was reported at $595,348. 

Sewer revenue billed was reported at 
$670,183, up from $561,972 during the same
time period last year. $102,576 of that total 
came from the base rate. Sewer revenue col-
lected was reported at $595,369. 

 Electric revenues were reported at 
$5,167,401. All expenses year to date were 
reported at $3,956,825. As of the meeting, 
Houston reported a surplus of $616,691.  

“Utilities for the electric fund are running 
high, as we’ve been talking about this year. 
We’re at 75%, and that’s from purchase of 
power, but hopefully with the sales revenue 
being 74% of our budget, they will kind of 
offset each other so there won’t be too much 
of a difference there,” said Houston.  

While presenting a slide containing a sum-
mary of electric funds, Houston reported the 
city is paying $380,000 more for power than 
July through March of last year. 

“These are also heavily influenced by our 
natural gas prices, so as our natural gas 
prices continue to rise, our costs will continue
to rise. Last year (the city) paid 2.4 cents per 
kWh. This year, 3.2 cents per kWh, which 
doesn’t seem like a lot, but it’s actually a 31% 
increase, which comes out to a dollar amount 
of $326,000,” said Houston.  

“If you take out the transfer fees, we take 
out all that, it’s a 30% [sic] increase in the
power we’re buying,” said Committee Chair-
man and Alderman Kyle Williams.  

Houston then presented the water fund
summary. She reported that year-to-date, 
water revenue was at $678,843. Expenses
were reported at $566,563, leaving a $112,280 
surplus.  

“The utility line is running high. We had a 
water leak, so the water and sewer will be 
much higher than normal for the next few 
months. I believe they said they just got that 
fixed,” said Houston. 

Sewer revenues were reported at $699,304 
year-to-date, with $638,785 in expenses, leav-
ing a $60,509 surplus.  

See Utilities Page 7A

UTILITY COMMITTEE 
Questions on bond, 
tax, grants, and  
solar answered 
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The Rally in the 100 Acre Wood, a 

major event in the rally racing world, 
will be returning to Salem this weekend. 
Founded in 1977, the event has histori-
cally attracted some of the most skilled 
rally driving teams in the world, who 
flock to Salem to test their mettle on 
the sharp corners and heart-stopping 
jumps the race’s course has to offer. 

As of press deadlines, 69 cars are re-
ported as being entered in the race this 
year. One of the event organizers, Rob 
Benowitz, says the Rally in the 100 Acre 
Wood is a driver favorite due to the 
roads the area has to offer, as well as 
the culture of the event. 

“We have a reputation for putting on 
a first-class event. When they come 
here, they know what they’re going to 
get. They’re going to get good competition, 
good roads, and be treated well when 
they get here,” said Benowitz. “And it’s 
just a nice area.” 

Benowitz says the roads in the area 
used for the rally were designed and 
built by the Army Corps of Engineers 
and hold up extremely well under racing 
conditions. 

On Friday, a parc expose will be held 
in downtown Potosi. There, the public 

can meet and interact with the teams, 
get a close-up look at the cars and get 
excited about the race.  

“It’s a meet-and-greet for drivers and 
fans, you can get up close to the cars, 
and ask questions. Drivers, crew, and 
co-drivers are more than happy to answer 
people’s questions,” Benowitz says. 

He said the event is a lot of work for 
everyone involved, and the park expose 
is a good way for teams and volunteers 

to show off their hard work to the pub-
lic. 

“The people that are doing this gener-
ally love this sport, because it’s a lot of 
work,” Benowitz said. “I’m not even talk-
ing about committee people; I’m talking 
about competitors and crews. The logis-
tics, everything that’s involved, it’s a lot 
of work for very little payback. Nobody’s 
making money doing this.  

See Rally Page 7A
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For families like the 

Straders, livestock shows are 
a way of life. Preslie Strader, 
a Salem High School sopho-
more, says her family has 
shown sheep and cattle at a 
wide variety of events.  

“We show crossbred sheep, 
natural, and speckles. We do 
crossbreeds of calves,” said 
Strader.  

Strader cited her dad Willie 
as the one who got the family 
into the livestock show com-
munity. Her mother, 
Stephanie, said livestock has 
been a part of the family’s 
lives for a long time.   

“(Preslie’s Dad) showed cat-
tle growing up, and then our 
oldest son got into it, but rodeo 
was more his thing. Then, 
Bambi Merrifield got us into 
the sheep after she approached 
us. We took the cattle, and 
we ran with the sheep,” 
Stephanie said.  

“We showed pigs for the first 
half, and then we started 
showing sheep, and we just 

got the cattle in the last three 
years,” said Preslie. She said 
of all three, showing cattle is 
her favorite.  

“I’ve done it, it’s newer. 
Sheep is just the same every 
year,” she said. “I like cattle 
better.”  

The Straders have a busy 
calendar filled with livestock 
shows around the state, and 
around the country.  

“There’s a local jackpot se-
ries, and then we have our lo-
cal county fair, and then we 
have state fair,” said 
Stephanie. “There’s a national 
circuit that starts in the fall, 
and it’s Kansas City, Louisville, 
Denver, and Arizona, and we 
hit all those as well.”  

“I also want to hit one in 
Nebraska and one in South 
Dakota,” added Preslie. 

Preparations for the shows 
often includes moving live-
stock, shearing, washing, feed-
ing and more. 

“For a local jackpot, we’ll 
just shear them all at my 
house, and then load every-
thing up take it to the jackpot 
and just do the rest there.  

See Show Page 8A

Strader family wins national, state accolades at livestock shows 

Photo courtesy of Randy Stoll 
Car #688, driven by Tom Williams and co-driver Ross Whittock glide around the 
corner near a spectator point at the 2022 Rally in the 100 Acre Wood. The Ford 
Fiesta finished in fifth place with a time of 1:16:33.6. 

Submitted photo 
Preslie Strader (center) took home Reserve Champion Ewe and Reserve Champion Senior Sheep Showman at the 2022 Mis-
souri State Fair.
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