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(see Resigns, Page 7-A)
Superintendent 

Jim Brown

Superintendent Resigns

Town Paperwork Details
Ritchie County Board of Education members conducted a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny at the newly-renovated Chuck Schofi eld Memorial Stadium on Sept. 12, prior 
to the regular meeting.  Pictured are (l to r) Betsy Wells, Ryan Reed, President 
Torie Jackson, Superintendent Jim Brown, Misty Keen, Denny Nelson.
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Page 7-A)

(see Conveyance, 
Page 7-A)

Ritchie County Humane 
Society celebrated its 30th 
anniversary on Sunday, 
Sept. 18, with an open 
house.  The event was 
attended by volunteers, 
supporters and Ritchie 
County residents looking 
for new furry compan-
ions.  At the moment, 115 
animals are waiting for 
forever homes at the hu-
mane society.  Volunteer 
Randa Watson said, “We 
never know what we get 
from one day to the next. 
The other day an Airedale 
Terrier was found in front 
of the funeral home.”  De-
spite looking healthy and 
well-taken care of, nobody 
has claimed the dog yet. 

by Denise Duelley
 Ellenboro Council cov-
ered a multitude of items 
and approved all of those 
when the group 
met Monday, Sept. 
12.
 The paper shuf-
f le  began wi th 
discussion of the 
Phase II Wastewa-
ter Improvement project.
 Town Manager Chuck 
Hinton reported bids were 
short, with an overrun of 
approximately $673,000, 
mainly due to the cost of 
materials skyrocketing.
 “This was 100 percent 
covered and the rates were 
not going to raise for cus-
tomers.  But when short, 
we had to fi gure out how 
to come up with the extra 
money,” said Hinton.
 He, Mike Hinkle, and 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m 
Thrasher Engineering and 
Mid-Ohio Valley Regional 
Council approached the 

Ritchie  County 
Commiss ion  to 
request assistance 
of ARPA (Amer-
ican Rescue Plan 
Act) funds, with 
$100,000 being 

donated for the cause.  In-
voices will be required for 
reimbursement.
 Due to receiving money, 
the town pledged some of 
its leftover Covid funds.  
Hinton asked that $10,000 
be Ellenboro’s commit-
ment, which was approved 
by Council.
 The town will now go to 
the WV Water Development 
Authority Enhancement 
Grant and ask for the addi-
tional $563,427 from state 

Ellenboro

Council

Town

by Stephanie Burch
 The Town of Harrisville 
continues to work with the 
Hughes River Water Board 
on the tank project.
 Mayor  Alan  Haught 
briefed Council on the 
status of the project at the 
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 
meeting.
 Ryan Holcomb, 
who oversees the 
project for Thrash-
er Engineering, 
w a s  u n a b l e  t o 
attend, so Haught conveyed 
the information. 
 In order to install a new 
water tank, the HRWB 
needs access to the future 
site.  A new access road 
is planned, but will cross 
several adjacent properties. 
The owners have been con-
tacted and agreed to sell the 
needed parts of their land 
to the Hughes River Water 
Board. 
 The Town of Harrisville 
is one of those landowners. 
Haught asked Council to 
approve the land convey-
ance needed for the project, 
which approved unani-
mously. 
 Town Attorney Rodney 
Windom was hired to han-
dle the legal work.  Accord-
ing to the mayor, Windom 
Law Office is currently 

fi nalizing the conveyances 
between the other landown-
ers and the water board. 

Sidewalk Project
 According to  Mayor 
Haught, the sidewalk proj-
ect is coming along nicely 

and he asked to 
extend the project. 
 Residents on the 
north side of Stout 
S t r ee t  and  t he 
south end of South 
Street have issues 

with water getting into their 
basements because the side-
walks are eroded. 
 Replacing those two sec-
tions will cost $19,400 and 
Council was in favor. 

Park Projects
 Electric system upgrades 
at the municipal park are 
complete and the town’s 
Christmas light display will 
return this holiday season. 
 The tennis courts still 
need upgraded. Quotes for 
new surfaces and fence 
are expected before next 
month’s meeting. 
 Councilmember Scott 
Wolfe reported the re-
strooms at the park had 
been painted, and said, 
“They look like they are 
brand new.” 
 The playground area has 
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by Stephanie Burch
 The Monday, Sept. 12, 
meeting of the Ritchie 
County Board of Education 
was full of good and bad 
news, good byes, 
and new begin-
nings. 
 Superintendent 
J im Brown an-
nounced his resig-
nation as he will 
move on to a new position. 
 He asked “with a heavy 
hear t”  tha t  the  Board 

approve his resignation 
and said, “I contemplated 
retiring by the end of the 
school year.  I was worried 
about retiring and going 

home.  All I know 
is work.” 
 H e  s i g n e d  a 
contract as West 
Virginia School 
Board Association 
Executive Director 

a few days before the BOE 
meeting. 
 The West Virginia School 
Board Association was 
founded in 1952.  He will 
be the fi fth director.  In his 
new role, he will work with 
the Board of Education 
members of all 55 counties. 
 Brown concluded, “I 
think the county is in good 
hands, and I am proud of 
the work we have done.  It 
has been great 4-1/2 years 
for me.  I expect great 
things out of Ritchie Coun-
ty.” 
 Brown’s resignation is 
effective Oct. 31 and he will 
begin his new employment 
on Nov. 1.
 Commen t ing  on  h i s 
appointment, Brown had 

said, “I am truly humbled 
and appreciative of the 
opportunity to serve as the 
next Executive Director of 
the West Virginia School 
Board Association.  I am 
looking forward to work-
ing with each of the 55 
county boards of education 
to continue the mission of 
advocating for public edu-
cation in our State and most 
importantly for the students 
we all serve.”
 He has extensive public 
education experience, also 
having served as a county 
superintendent in Raleigh 
and McDowell counties. He 
began his public education 
career as a teacher and has 
served as a school principal, 
a central offi ce administra-
tor and was formerly em-
ployed by the  West Virginia 
Department of Education.
 Brown has degrees from 
Marshall University Gradu-
ate College and West Liber-
ty State College.
 In a recent press release, 
State School Board Associ-
ation President Gus Penix 
said, “Given his experience 
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Land Conveyance Approved

Hanna DeMoss and Chrissy Bacorn with “Sherona” 

30-Year Anniversary

ARPA funds to make up the 
difference.
 Next, the town manager 
presented an Economic En-
hancement Grant Funding 
application from Thrasher 
for the remainder to be ac-
cepted and submitted to the 
state.  Mayor Steve Lewis’ 
signature was required.
 Bid contract awards for 
the Phase II sewer project, 
certifi ed by Thrasher, were 
also accepted.  The fi rst was 
with Pro Contracting, Inc., 
$1,292,835; and the second 
with Ferri Contracting Co., 
Inc., $1,239,000.
 Council then approved 
the low bid of $32,063.74 
from Enviro-Clean LLC, 
fully funded by ARPA, 
for the Harry Griffi th/Sam 
Rogers extension project.
 Not in the original en-
(see Details, Page 5-A)

been fi lled with new rubber 
mulch, and the playground 
equipment  was  power 
washed. 
 The  Ri tch ie  Coun ty 
Board of Education is 
conveying land between 
the volleyball field and 
the BOE parking lot to the 
Town of Harrisville. 
 Wolfe met with a survey-
or to discuss the matter, and 
received the plat and real 
estate description. 
 Mayor Haught confi rmed 
consulting with Attorney 
Windom and dropped off 
the paperwork. 
 Wolfe suggested putting 
steps from the Board of 
Education parking lot down 
to the park.  He said during 
last year’s t-ball season that 
parents needed to park there 
for practice, but had trouble 
getting down the hill when 
it was muddy. 
 In other matters, Council 
did the following: 
 •Approved minutes and 
paid bills as presented. 
 •Jody Murphy, District 3 
State Senate candidate, at-
tended the Council meeting. 
A Democrat, he will host a 
meet and greet in Ritchie 
County soon. The St. Marys 
resident said, “Our little 


