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Mellin Water 
Line Tops Agenda

Ellenboro Property is Landlocked with No Access Available

Covid Guidelines Change

http://www.theritchiegazette.com

Residential Right-of-Way Dispute

Chloe Elliott is presented a framed proclamation from 
Mayor Steve Lewis, citing July 12, 2021, as her “day” 
in the Town of Ellenboro.  Elliott is a recent graduate 
of Ritchie County High School and led the Lady Reb-
els to the state championship this season.  She has 
been a standout pitcher for the team and received 
many awards over her years at RCHS. 

C. J., Jessica and Skyla Jacobs welcome customers 
to their newest business venture, Ellenboro Floors.  
The family is celebrating its grand re-opening of the 
establishment on July 26.  They also operate Jacob’s 
Tree Service.  (See complete story on Page 4-A.)

(see Dispute, 
Page 6-A)

Ken Jackson, American Legion Post #83, Penns-
boro, presented donations to the Ritchie County 
Sheriff’s Department and Ritchie County Humane 
Society on July 14.  Maj. B. C. Davis (above) re-
ceives a $2,060 check to be used for the purchase 
of two bulletproof vests.  Judy Watson (below) was 
given $2,940 to secure necessary items for the Hu-
mane Society.  

by Courtney Lacey
 New Covid-19 guidelines 
for the Summer and upcom-
ing school year 
were discussed by 
the Ritchie County 
Board of Educa-
tion on Monday, 
July 12.
 W h i l e  m a n y 

guidelines remain the same, 
social distancing should be 
slightly less stringent.  The 

CDC is recom-
mending a dis-
tance of three feet 
between individu-
als who have been 
fully vaccinated.  
People who have 

not received the vaccine 
should continue to stay six 
feet away and wear a mask 
while indoors.
 S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J i m 
Brown read new regula-
tions from a West Virginia 
Department of Education 
document.
 “‘Masks should be worn 
indoors by all individuals 
age two and older who are 
not fully vaccinated.’”
 W h i l e  s o m e  H I PA A 
regulations are suspended 
during pandemics and times 
of public emergency, and 
public schools routinely 
keep records of student 
vaccinations, there is con-
cern about individual rights.  
There is also a question of 
how to verify which stu-
dents have been vaccinated 
and those who have not.
 Brown personally feels 
some actions are being 
taken to leverage people 
into getting the vaccine and 
that the BOE should not 
be responsible for policing 
what he said is a “personal 
decision.”
 The superintendent also 
said, “We did a great job 
following the rules and 
being compliant with the 
quarantine and isolation 
process, but we’re done!”
 BOE President Torie 
Jackson agreed, “I don’t 
want to quarantine.  I don’t 
want to wear a mask.  I 
don’t want to do it anymore 
and I don’t think our kids 
do.”
 Brown  a l so  po in ted 
out that, if masks are not 
required for stores, restau-
rants or other public places, 
they should not be required 
at school either.
 In other business, the 
Board of Education did the 
following:
 •Approve Revised Pol-
icy 4020, Virtual School 
Program, to be placed on 
comment period for first 
reading. 
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by Denise Duelley
 Whether or not a resident 
can gain access through a 
town alley led Ellenboro 
C o u n c i l ’s  d i s -
cussion when the 
group met Mon-
day, July 12.
 M a y o r  S t e v e 
Lewis had talked 
to the involved 
parties – Gary Poling and 
Alan Wagner.
 The road in question was 
never offi cially closed, ac-
cording to any found docu-
mentation.  
 There are three parcels 
and Poling’s ex-wife lives 
on the property closest to 
the road.  In a judge’s rul-
ing, she received the fi rst 
parcel and he got the last 
two, making his landlocked.  
The judge did not grant 
access through the property 
for Poling to reach his real 
estate, and she won’t give 
permission to go through 
her yard.
 The other side of the land 
is owned by Wagner and 

he has built a garage on the 
“alley”, blocking entrance 
to Poling’s property.
 Mayor Lewis said the 

questioned entry-
way went through 
the center of Wag-
ner’s backyard.  
 “How do we get 
access to get on 
that one piece?” 

asked Lewis.
 Town Manager Chuck 
Hinton questioned why one 
end of the alley near Market 
Street was closed and not 

the entire length.
 Lewis said at the time 
it wasn’t requested.  “The 
better scenario would have 
been to ask to have the rest 
closed, too.  Now, we have 
a bottleneck issue.”
 He continued, “If the 
judge made a decision to 
divide the land into thirds, I 
don’t think he knew he was 
land-locking him (Poling).”
 At torney John Scot t 
wondered if part of the road 
through the yard could be 
traded in exchange for a 
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by Denise Duelley
 Several residents were in 
attendance at the Tuesday, 
J u l y  1 3 ,  H a r -
risville Council 
meeting to discuss 
the Mellin water 
line extension.
 S p o k e s m a n 
Wade Wil l iams 
said the project started in 
2019 and it was not feasible 
at that time.  He asked if 
Council would readdress 
the situation of supplying 
water on Gillespie Road to 
Mellin Ridge.
 Also present were Randy 
Timmons, Lucille Williams, 
Jerald Williams, William 

Doohan and Clara Newlon.
 Williams had letters from 
property owners in the area 

and he had spoken 
to Ryan Holcomb, 
Thrasher  Engi-
n e e r i n g ,  a l o n g 
wi th  House  o f 
Delegates repre-
sentative Trenton 

Barnhart and Congressman 
David McKinley.
 Ritchie County Commis-
sion has also been contact-
ed; however, they cannot do 
anything unless approached 
by the town.
 A petition holds approxi-

Harrisville

Council

Town

right-of-way.  “Technically, 
it could go back to court.  
From your all’s point of 
view, you don’t have any 
say, since it was aban-
doned.”
 “Somehow,  someone 
got the info, they divided 
the alley and that’s how it 
was done.  Now, we have 
remnants of what was done 
a long time ago and don’t 
know how to deal with it,” 
said Lewis.

 •Waived reading and 
approved Policy 5200, Sub-
stitute Teachers in Areas of 
Critical Need and Shortage.
 •Approved Renewal of 
Memorandum of Under-
standing with the West Vir-
ginia University Board of 
Governors and the School 
of Medicine for orienta-
tion and mobility services, 
effective July 1, 2021, 
through June 30, 2022.
 •Approved Preschool 
Annua l  Co l l abo ra t i ve 
Agreement/Contract with 
Centra l  West  Virg in ia 
Community Action In-
corporated, 2021-2022.
 • A p p r o v e d  R i t c h i e 
C o u n t y  M i d d l e / H i g h 
School Cross Country team 
off-campus practice loca-
tion request; conduct annual 
off-campus camp at Camp 
Joy, 2021-2022 season. 
 •Resignations: Adam 
Nohe, 7th Grade English/
Language Arts teacher, 
Ritchie County Middle 
School; Paula Hogue, as-
sistant cross country coach, 
Ritchie County Middle/
High School ;  Kate lyn 
Walls, Social Studies teach-
er, RCMS, all effective July 
12, 2021.
 •Approved extra-curricu-
lar assignment schedule and 
salaries, 2021-22.
 •Employment: Jennifer 
Furr, elementary teacher 
(kindergarten), Creed Col-
lins Elementary; Sophia 
Binegar,  school nurse, 
coun tywide ,  e ff ec t ive 
2021-2022; Rory Stanley, 
to fi ll a leave of absence for 
Custodian III/Groundsman/
General Maintenance, Har-
risville Elementary, effec-
tive July 12, 2021.
 •Employments for Sum-
mer 2021 Positions: Ellie 
Windom, Gretchen John-
son, Marsha Knight, teach-
ers, Outdoor Recreation 
Camp Summer 2021.
 •Approved payment of 
bills, $1,203,160.95.
 •Approve lease extension 
agreement for bus garage 
with May Hoover, July 1, 
2021 to June 30, 2022.
 •Approved contract for 
Shared Special Education 
Specialist Services with the 
Wirt County Board of Edu-

(see Guidelines, 
Page 5-A)

(see Water Line, 
Page 6-A)


