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COLUMBIA CITY — 
Bringing broadband internet 
to rural Whitley County 
continues to be a topic of 
discussion, and came up 
again this week during the 
Whitley County Council 
meeting.

It comes after a discus-
sion at last month’s council 
meeting where represen-
tatives of SURF Internet 
presented a proposal to bring 
broadband to rural residents.

In it, SURF CEO Gene 
Crusie detailed it would 
take $1.7 million to begin, 
and go towards bringing 
internet initially to 757 
rural residents. It has been 
recommended this money 
could come from the $6 
million dollars the county 
received from the American 
Rescue Plan Act fund.

Discussion was centered 
on this topic during the 
public comments portion 
of the meeting, and 
several county residents 
voiced support to bringing 
broadband.

One resident presented 
a number of scenarios in 
which lack of internet access 
is a detriment to residents, 
one of those being access to 
county meetings, which can 
be viewed on Youtube. They 
also presented letters from 
county residents expressing 
support for working with 
SURF, or a similar company, 
to bring better internet to the 
county.

“Mount Everest has 
(internet). There’s no reason 
Whitley County can’t have 
it,” they said.

Another resident, and 
physician, talked about the 
nature of medicine as it has 
changed since COVID. In 
many instances, healthcare 
is provided through video 
conference. They said as a 
county resident they can’t 
do their work in Whitley 
County, and must travel to 
Fort Wayne.

“It’s a bad perspective for 
Whitley County,” they said. 
“This is a public safety issue. 
We need strong internet.”

For another speaker, 
they made reference to the 
struggles of e-learning during 
COVID.

“The kids with e-learning 

Talks 
continue 
on county 
broadband 
efforts

SEE INTERNET, PAGE A2

COLUMBIA CITY — 
The Whitley County Master 
Gardeners are Will host a 
Fall Plant Sale on Saturday, 
Sept.17. The event is 
scheduled from 9 a.m. until 
2 p.m. at the Woodlands 
Senior Center, located at 
710 N Opportunity Dr., 
Columbia City IN, across 
from the Bones Theater.

The sale will include a 
wide selection of perennials, 
which can be planted in 
the fall. In addition, many 
varieties of native plants 
will also be available. 
Master gardeners will be 
on hand to help you select 
the best plants for your 
yard and garden and answer 
gardening questions.

Proceeds from the 
plant sale will fund future 
Master Gardener projects 
and help promote the 
Master Gardeners’ mission 
to enhance the quality of 
knowledge for gardeners in 
the community. For more 
information contact the 
Purdue Extension Office, 
(260) 244-7615, or go to 
the Whitley County Master 
Gardeners web site, www.
mastergardenerswc.com.

Master Gardeners hosting plant sale
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COLUMBIA CITY — “Making 
a major impact in the lives of young 
people.” These are the words shared 

with the hundreds in attendance for the 
annual Columbia City FFA Blue Jacket 
Bash. It is the major fundraising event 
of the year for the longest running FFA 
chapter in the state, and these words 

were said in thanks to the community 
members and alumni who continue to 
support the youth in Whitley County.

Blue Jacket Bash raises 
money for FFA program

RACHAEL HARTMAN

This year’s Columbia City FFA group. Back row from left are Lorin Miller, Jon Reiff, Matthew Blackburn, Brant 
Pettigrew, Kolt Kyler. Landin Parrish, Sam Mullett, Sarah Landers, Bryana Button, Jacob Reiff and Hailie Michel. 
Front row from left are Karaline Schuman, Baylee Smith, Lauren Rouch, Hailey Bilderback, Jaden Rostochak, 
Hope Lang, Carly Linnemeier and Logan Francis.

SEE FFA, PAGE A2


