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STAFF REPORT
COLUMBIA CITY — 

There’s a new business in 
town, offering land mainte-
nance and property clean-up.

This business, located in 
Columbia City, is called Red 
Acres Contracting, and was 
recently launched by owner 
John “J.C.” Cochlin.

“Almost any need a 
landowner may have can be 
met by using our services,” 
Cochlin said of his business.

Work is based on the 
seasons, with each season 
Cochlin able to provide 
different services. Among 
these are snow removal, hay 
baling, harvest assistance for 
small farms, gravel driveway 
installation, mowing, debris 
clean-up, stump removal, 
small tree clearing, brush 
clearing, tilling, cultivating 
and post hole digging.

These services, it was 
noted in a recent press 
release, makes land “safer to 
use and easier to work on.” 
It also increases property 
value and marketability.

“Red Acres has the 
equipment and I have 
the experience to offer a 
wide variety of services to 
property owners,” Cochlin 

said.
Among Red Acres’ most 

recent equipment additions 
are skid loader attachments, 
front end loader equipment 
and pull-behind equipment.

Cochlin is a native of 
Whitley County.

“I am looking forward 
to helping the residents and 
businesses in the community 
with projects that they may 
not otherwise be able to do,” 
he said.

As his business continues 
to grow, Cochlin plans to 
continue to add equipment to 
its fleet, and do so in a way 
that meets the needs of the 
community. Red Acres will 
be launching a website soon 
and will be on the Facebook 
and Next Door social media 
platforms.

Red Acres Contracting is a 
client of the Northeast Indiana 
Small Business Develop-
ment Center, where Cochlin 
received business start-up and 
marketing assistance.

To learn more about the 
business, contact Cochlin 
at 260-229-8701 or email 
RedAcresIN@outlook.com.

“Give me a call and let’s 
talk about your needs,” said 
Cochlin.

Entrepreneur launches 
business to serve land and 
property maintenance 
needs in NE Indiana

CONTRIBUTED
The Columbia City High 

School Spell Bowl team 
competed in the state finals 
for the eighth year in a row, 
ending up in eighth place out 
of 30 teams competing. The 
state finals were Saturday, 
Nov. 12 at Purdue University.

CCHS team members 
correctly spelled 69 of their 
words correctly – words 
such as iatrophobia, saluto-
genesis, encephalitis and 
impugnation. Spelling for 
Columbia City was Ava 
Rowe, Maxwell McKinney, 
Brie Montel, Aiden Grimble, 
Madison Anderson, Jordan 
Potter, Hope Lang, Joel 
Yager, Jayden Jones and 
Noble Hinen. Top spellers 
for Columbia City were 
Madison Anderson, Jordan 
Potter and Hope Lang with 
a perfect score and Maxwell 
McKinney and Brie Montel 
with a near perfect round, 
missing only one word. Other 
team members include Dorian 
Anderson, Ava Harrison, 
Brandon Jones, Daniel 
Mullett and Kayla Ruble. 
Coach Dennis Beckner is in 
his eighth year coaching the 
Columbia City High School 
team.

Ten rounds of nine words 
each are held for a total of 

CCHS Spell Bowl takes 
eighth place at state finals
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CCHS sophomore Maxwell McKinney receives a ribbon 
for spelling a near perfect round at the state finals at 
Purdue University.

On Saturday, Nov. 12 
runners from across 
Indiana, and even from 
out-of-state gathered in 
downtown Columbia City 
for the annual Veteran’s 
Marathon, Half-Marathon 
and Heroes 5K. The 
weather was cold, and 
soon after beginning 
the snow started to fall, 
but runners continued 
with the race, all while 
raising money for local 
emergency services and 
veteran’s groups. This 
year, a portion of the 
proceeds went to the 
Whitley County Sheriff’s 
Department and AmVets 
No. 2919.

Racers take off from the starting line during the Veteran’s Marathon and Half-Marathon Saturday in 
downtown Columbia City.

PHOTOS BY RACHAEL HARTMAN

One racer gives a thumbs up to the camera after starting the Veteran’s Marathon.

Runners 
gather in 
downtown 
for annual 
marathon

BY PURDUE NEWS SERVICE
WEST LAFAYETTE, 

Ind. — Consumers can 
expect higher turkey prices 
at grocery stores this 
Thanksgiving. This trend is 
not surprising given rising 
costs of other meat and 
produce.

The poultry supply chain 
has been affected by various 
factors, including the highly 
pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI), global conflicts like 
the Russia-Ukraine war, and 
increases in feed, energy, 
gas, labor and transporta-
tion prices. Despite this, 
however, Jayson Lusk, head 
and Distinguished Professor 
of Purdue’s Department of 
Agricultural Economics, 
says that poultry, including 
turkey, remains an afford-
able protein option for 
upcoming holiday meals.

“Turkey is still cheaper 
than beef and pork, even 

Indiana 
turkey 
prices 
spike
Consumers 
advised to 
shop early 
and be aware 
of discounts

SEE TURKEY, PAGE A2

SEE CCHS, PAGE A2


