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Every leaf that grows will tell you, 
what you sow will bear fruit.

Request a quote anytime via our website at 
www.farmersmutualwhitley.com or call

(260) 244-5571 for a free coverage evaluation.
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COLUMBIA CITY — 
The Thomas Marshall Plaza 
maintenance in downtown 
Columbia City has always 
been a passion for Ann Fahl 
and Sharon Geiger who have 
taken care of this plaza since 
2015 when they organized 
a group of four people 
who took great interest in 
Columbia City’s downtown 
area when the Downtown 
Business Alliance (DBA) 
was created by Ann Fahl, 
Billy Reffi tt, Sharon Geiger 
and Tad Varga who had 
concerns about 12 empty 
buildings that was along 
West Van Buren Streets in 
the 100 and 200 block area 
which was right across from 
the courthouse.

Not only were buildings 
empty, but also in need of 
repair, new awnings and 
along with some cracked 
windows. At this time, the 
DBA was formed.

The fi rst interest of 
the DBA was to go to the 
Redevelopment Commission 
(RDC) to see if they could 
develop a pocket park for the 

city. The DBA worked with 
Chad Fahl to design and 
develop the park as the DBA 
raised funds for the park and 
the city assisted with a grant.

The park was named 
the Thomas Marshall Plaza 
in honor of Vice-President 
Thomas Marshall from 
Indiana who was a mason. 
The masons from Indianap-
olis came to Columbia City 
and dedicated the Thomas 
Marshall Plaza for the 
opening of the pocket park.

In time, the DBA began 
to know the business owners 
and their needs to see what 
they could do to assist. The 
DBA worked hard to help 
with painting the store fronts 
new signs, if needed, and 
worked with the RDC with 
facade grants to paint and 
enhance the front of the 
buildings. The DBA also 
worked to place banners 
out at U.S. 30 and St. Rd. 
205 in front of the Parkview 
Whitley Hospital that had 
advertising for 52 businesses 
in the Columbia City area.

The DBA was also 
passionate about bringing 
business into Columbia City 

by way of entertainment, 
therefore, First Fridays was 
born.

“We (DBA) formed a 
research group to see what 
other towns were doing and 
to see if we could bring 
people from the area once 
a month to come into the 
city to hear bands, eat out of 
food trucks, and shop with 
the vendors and businesses,” 
Geiger said. “We (DBA) 
have a great First Fridays 
committee.”

Today, Fahl and Geiger 
have resigned from the 
First Friday committee with 
Katy Fry and Mike Thomas, 
who are two of the original 
people and they are still 
working hard to put together 
a great First Friday in the 
summer for Columbia City. 
Each year, it (First Fridays) 
gets bigger and better.

The DBA has also put 
together different events 
throughout the year such as 
Cabin Fever, Spring Fling, 
and Small Business Saturday 
pushing shop local at all 
times.

“In 2019, DBA and Main 

Marshall Plaza to be maintained by Columbia City Connect

LINDA TINCHER

The Thomas Marshall Plaza maintenance has been 
turned over to Columbia City Connect. The plaza was 
organized in 2015 by (l to r) Sharon Geiger and Ann 
Fahl. SEE PLAZA, PAGE A2
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COLUMBIA CITY — It 
was a time to recognize the 
students and staff and their 
accomplishments this week 
during the Whitley County 
Consolidated Schools Board 
of Trustees meeting.

The meeting began with 
a ceremony to recognize 
the members of staff 
who retired this year. In 
attendance were Julie 
Landis, Director of Student 
Assessment, who is retiring 
after 26 years, and Kathy 
Studebaker, offi ce manager, 
who is retiring after 32 
years.

Other retiring teachers 
who were honored for their 
years with WCCS were:

- Daniel Trimmer, ISMS 
Custodian, 18.5 years

- Jacqueline Ness, Bus 

Driver, 19 years
- Brenda Lemmon, 

NHES Food Service 
Assistant, 20 years

- Linda Blain, Secretary 
to the Superintendent, 23 
years

- Christine Ness, LTES 
Offi ce/Nurse Assistant, 23 
years

- Jane Derksen, ETA 
Para Professional, 26.5 
years

- Kathy Studebaker, 
CCHS Offi ce Manager, 32 
years

- Susan Frickey, NHES 
Teacher, 35 years

- Karyle Genth, ISMS 
Teacher, 39 years

There was lots to 
celebrate for the students at 
Northern Heights Elemen-
tary School and the arts 
program. Art teacher Alexis 
Miner led the school in 

getting involved in the 
FAME (Foundation for Art 
and Music in Education) 
Festival.

It’s a program, Miner 
explained, that tries to 
connect communities with 
the arts and music. This 
year’s theme focused on 
the Jazz Age and North 
America. Lessons and art 
work took a closer look and 
inspiration form mardi gras, 
poets from the time period, 
jazz and more.

Several Northern 
Heights students were 
given high honors for their 
work that was submitted 
to FAME. One of those 
to be recognized was Izzy 
Mullett, who received the 
Mayor’s Award for her 
monochromatic painting. 
Mullett is a fi fth grader, and 

WCCS says farewell to 
retiring staff members
Board recognizes accomplishments of student groups
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Kathy Studebaker is honored in the WCCS Retirement Ceremony which took place 
during the school board meeting.

SEE WCCS, PAGE A2
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SOUTH WHITLEY — 
The Whitko Community 
School Corporation (WCSC) 
Board of School Trustees held 
its regular monthly meeting 
Monday evening.

In employee actions, 
board members approved the 
following: Tami Leininger 
— WCSC registered nurse; 
Whitko Junior Senior High 
School (WJSHS) — Makenna 
Norman — social studies 
teacher, and Justin (JD) 
Maurer — vice-principal; 

WCA — Bradford Johnson 
— agriculture teacher, 
and Little Cats Learning 
Center Summer Camp 
staff — Christina Nieto, 
Haley Howard, Elizabeth 
Gensch, Michelle Islas, 
Jennifer Dahms, Madison 
Riemersma, Dameannya 
Hurd and Autumn Anderson. 
At SWES — Anna Ousley 
— kindergarten teacher, and 
Emalee Duggins — fourth-
grade teacher beginning July 
1. At PES — Laura Cassidy 
— long-term substitute, 

Whitko board 
approves employee 
actions, fi eld trips

SEE WHITKO, PAGE A2

KPC NEWS SERVICE
KENDALLVILLE, 

Indiana – Fort Wayne 
Newspapers will purchase 
The Post & Mail, based in 
Columbia City and serving 
Whitley County, and other 
publications from KPC 
Media, the two companies 
announced on May 18.

After the acquisition 
is complete, the former 
KPC publications will 
become part of Fort Wayne 
Newspapers, in which The 
Ogden Newspapers owns 
controlling interest.

Editors and reporters 
with the KPC publica-

tions in northeast Indiana 
will continue to work in 
and serve their communi-
ties from their individual 
markets, said Michael 
Christman, a regional 
publisher with Ogden 
and also former president 
and CEO of Fort Wayne 
Newspapers.

Ogden will build on the 
legacy of the Witwer family, 
Christman said, which for 50 
years owned and operated 
The News Sun and other 
KPC publications. Following 
the ownership change, the 

The Post & Mail, 
KPC Media 
Group announce 
sale of company

SEE KPC, PAGE A2


