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This past weekend 
Yuletide Treasures returned 
to Columbia City. The event 
is hosted by the CCHS Show 
Choirs. Vendors offering 
items ranging from jewelry, 
art, food and decor were 
there, as well as a bake sale, 
silent auction and music 
provided by the show choir 
students. See more photos 
on page 2

CONTRIBUTED
FORT WAYNE— This 

Thanksgiving, travel is 
expected to rebound to 
nearly pre-pandemic levels. 
According to AAA, it’s 
predicted that 48.3 million 
people will be taking to 
the roads for the holiday, 
an 8 percent increase from 
last year. Unfortunately, 
heavier traffi c, combined 
with declining seat belt 
use and the prevalence of 
impaired driving, makes this 
travel period particularly 
dangerous for road users.

In response, the Indiana 
State Police is joining 
hundreds of law enforce-
ment agencies across the 
state for the Safe Family 
Travel campaign. Over the 
next six weeks, offi cers will 
be out in greater numbers 
to discourage impaired 
driving and ensure drivers 
and passengers are properly 
buckled.

The high-visibility patrols 
are funded by the National 
Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration through the 
Indiana Criminal Justice 
Institute and will concen-
trate around Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s.

“Driving impaired, 
not wearing a seat belt 
and speeding are always 
concerns around this time of 

year,” said Lt. Corey Culler, 
District Commander for the 
Fort Wayne Post. “That’s 
why we’re increasing patrols 
and encouraging those 
traveling to buckle up, drive 
sober and slow down. It’s 
better to be late and reach 
your destination safely, than 
not at all.”

In Indiana and nation-
wide, reckless driving 
incidents remain higher than 
during pre-pandemic times. 
As of early October, 683 
people have been killed in 
crashes statewide, which is 
an 8 percent increase from 
the same time in 2019 and 
on pace with 2020 – one of 
the deadliest years in the 
past decade.

With one of the busiest 
travel periods still ahead, 
offi cers will be working 
to reverse this trend by 
focusing on impaired and 
unrestrained driving, two of 
the main causes behind the 
rise in fatalities.

Of the total number of 
vehicle occupants killed 
in crashes so far this year, 
more than 40 percent were 
not wearing seat belts. 
Moreover, seat belt use in 
Indiana declined for the fi rst 
time in fi ve years from 94.9 
percent before the pandemic 

CONTRIBUTED
COLUMBIA CITY — 

The 80-year tradition of 
Santa’s House in downtown 
Columbia City will continue 
in 2021.

Santa’s House, located 
at the corner of Van Buren 
and Chauncey Streets 
in downtown Columbia 
City, will offi cially open 
Friday, Nov. 26, 2021, 
following the annual Whitley 
County Lighted Christmas 
Parade that starts at 6 p.m. 
Following the parade, 
visitors are invited to line 
up at the north entrance to 
Santa’s House to see Santa 
and Mrs. Claus.

“We are grateful for 

the help of many people 
who bring this treasured, 
memory-making opportu-
nity to our community each 
year,” said Jennifer Romano, 
caretaker for Santa’s House 
and founder of the annual 
Whitley County Lighted 
Christmas Parade. “It was, 
for awhile, really unclear 
whether we’d be able to 
open Santa’s House this 
year. Honestly, it feels like a 
little big of Christmas magic 
has made this all possible for 
us to open in 2021.”

Visitors are asked to 
refrain from stopping by 
Santa’s House this year if 
they are ill, encouraged to 
wash hands and maintain 

safe social distancing. 
Additionally, visitors are 
asked to take their own 
photos this year as on-site 
photo services will not be 
available.

The offi cial hours for 
Santa’s House in 2021 are as 
follows:

- November 26: After 
Parade until 9 p.m.

- November 27: 5 to 
8 p.m.

- December 3: 5 to 8 p.m.
- December 4: 5 to 8 p.m.
- December 10: 5 to 

9 p.m.
- December 17: 5 to 

8 p.m.

BY LINDA TINCHER
ltincher@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — 
The Whitley County 4-H 
Club held their annual 
meeting last week in the 
community building. A main 
part of the meeting was the 
election and re-election of 
board members.

The following members 
elected (and newly elected) 
include: Cheyenne Pritchard 
(director and assistant 
livestock director), Lori 
Heuer (Treasurer), Brandi 
Chauncey (main conces-
sions and marketing), Sara 

Demske (concessions), 
Brooke Dear (newly 
appointed member for a 
1-year term), Jerred Reiff 
(livestock director assistant), 
Jeff Geiger (4-H Club 
President), Jacob Bridegam 
(entertainment committee), 
Jainele Smith (entertain-
ment), Greg Palmer (main 
concessions), Kari Gentry 
(newly elected with a 3-year 
term), and Shane Caudill 
(leader of the 4-H grounds, 
fi re, safety, security and 
entertainment committee).

Geiger said there is still a 
one-year 4-H board member 

position available.
In fi nances, Heuer said 

the 4-H Club has a cash 
bank balance of $218,878 
for 2021, compared to 
$127,263 in 2020. Increase 
(decrease) in net assets for 
the calendar years of 2020 
was -$23,566 and in 2021 
was $95,526.

“Great year (2021) for 
4-H with $80,000 for 2021 
(cash balance) including two 
grants received,” Heuer said. 
“Financially, one of the best 
years.”

In concession sales, 
Heuer reported $185,502 for 

2021 and $60,947 in 2020.
“This (concession sales) 

is over a $125,000 increase 
from 2020,” Heuer said. “We 
had a $95,000 profi t this 
year.”

For the winter storage 
building, Jeff Geiger 
reported $32,000 in sales.

“The (winter storage 
building) is packed full, 
which is great,” Jeff Geiger 
said.

Ron Myer, in charge of 
the Agricultural Museum, 
reported on the Autumn 
Harvest Festival held in the 
museum which included 

over 400 fi fth-graders in 
attendance.

The Agricultural 
Museum and 4-H Learning 
Center provides a learning 
opportunity for clubs, 
families, schools, students 
and teachers to understand 
and learn about Whitley 
County’s fi rst settlers and 
our agricultural heritage. 
You can observe how people 
in the 1800s to 1900s lived, 
worked and communicated 
with each other.

For livestock, Jerred Reiff 

RACHAEL HARTMAN

Lila Ward and Ella Kirchner were dressed as two of the 
nine reindeer names from the classic Christmas song 
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.”

RACHAEL HARTMAN

Art by Elaine was one of the vendors at the event, offering pieces of her art for sale.

Yuletide 
Treasures 
rings in the 
holiday season

Indiana State Police 
increasing patrols to 
promote safe 
Thanksgiving travel

Santa’s House returns for 2021 
in downtown Columbia City
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