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This past week saw the start of the 
inaugural Whitley County Senior Games. 
The event is being put on in partnership with 
the Whitley County Council on Aging and 
Woodlands Senior Activity Center, as well 
as several local businesses and organiza-
tions. Events began Sept. 19 with a euchre 
tournament at Autumn Trace. The purpose 
of the event is to promote healthy and active 
lifestyles to Whitley County’s residents ages 
50 and older.

Though this is the first year for the event 
in Whitley County, its inspiration comes from 

similar events in the area, such as the Senior 
Games in Fort Wayne. There, the event has 
been taking place since 1979, put on by the 
Fort Wayne Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.

Events continue Sept. 24 with a Fire 
Fitness challenge and Moving Challenge 
at Journey 333 Fitness from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Closing ceremonies will officially 
conclude the event Oct. 1 with a breakfast at 
the Senior Center. There will be prizes given 
away including a drawing for a grand prize. 

More photos on page A2.

CONTRIBUTED

Brian, Connie, Kathy and Richard all competed in the Senior Games Corn hole 
Tournament, hosted by the Whitley County Chamber of Commerce & Visitor’s 
Center.

First-ever Whitley County 
Senior Games kicks off

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

CHURUBUSCO — 
Mental health is often a topic 
of concern for communities 
and schools. It hits home 
even more for Smith-Green 
Community Schools who, 
after a recent loss of one of 
its own, is considering new 
measures it should take to 
help students facing mental 
health problems.

Several community 
members were in attendance 
at the school board meeting 
this past week, asking for 
more to be done on this 
issue.

“Why is suicide only 
talked about when something 
happens,” questioned one 
concerned parent. “We 
shouldn’t be telling our 
students this is fine and 
normal… What education is 
being provided in the school 
and to the parents? Does the 
school have a suicide plan?”

“It’s hard because with 
suicide we don’t know 
how to talk about it,” said 
an audience member. “It’s 
really hard… and we need to 
know it touches everybody. 
We need to implement a 
culture of kids working 

on emotional and mental 
health.”

Another in the audience 
asked for transparency 
between the school and the 
public regarding a plan of 
action to tackle youth and 
mental health.

Interim Superintendent 
Randy Zimmerly said he 
appreciated the public 
comments, adding some 
in the community “will 
say social and emotional 
learning is not something we 
will do here. I think that’s 
wrong. We (the school) don’t 
own it, but it’s a partnership 
and it takes courage.”

“It’s the school’s respon-
sibility to partner with 
community members, 
whether it be a church, 
community advocates, 
experts,” he added. 
“Building a culture is exactly 
right, and it’s only through 
a sustained effort you will 
actually impact the hearts 
and minds of children.”

To that end, Zimmerly 
shared with the school board 
a group is being created 
made up of administra-
tors and counselors, along 

Youth mental health is 
topic of discussion at 
Smith-Green schools

SEE SGCS, PAGE A2
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Whitley County Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
hosted the 39th Annual 
Conservation Field Days for 
the fifth grade students from 
Mary Raber, Little Turtle, 
Northern Heights, Coesse 
and South Whitley schools 
at the Whitley County 4-H 
Fairgrounds on Sept. 7 and 
8.

This year seven different 
topics were featured to give 
the fifth grade students a 
better understanding of 
soil conservation, wildlife, 
water safety, water quality, 
forestry, the various types of 
things that could be a 4-H 
project and about the Ag 
Learning Museum.

The event takes two 
days to get all 282 students 
through the program, 
and this is done with the 
assistance of the Columbia 
City FFA Chapter members. 
The FFA members serve as 
guides for the teachers to 
help with getting the classes 
from stop to stop and then 

assist with serving the hot 

dog and chips lunch to 

everyone. The second day 

of the field days, after all 

the presentations are done 

and lunch is over, the FFA 

members also put all the 

tables and chairs away and 

sweep the 4-H building 

clean.

Art Franke, NRCS 

District Conservationist; 

Jeremy Palmer, NRCS 

District Conservationist; 

and Jamie Perry, IASWCD 

Urban Soil Specialist, 

demonstrated to the 

students the importance of 

having ground cover such 

Fifth graders learn about animals, 
ag and more in field day event

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Clay Geiger brought with him a large collection of 
wildlife items to share with the fifth graders. He shared 
a story about his neighbor that loves to fish for bass. 
His neighbor doesn’t keep the fish he catches but 
releases them so they can be caught again another 
day. Clay talked about deer, coyotes, turkeys, black 
bears, minks, foxes, racoons, and rattlesnakes with the 
students.

Heath Hurst, Resource Specialist with the Indiana 
State Department of Agriculture shared examples 
of leaves from trees native to Indiana. Here he is 
with an example of the Tulip Popular leaves from 
Indiana’s state tree. Heath also helped the fifth graders 
determine the diameter of some of the trees growing 
around the 4-H community building.

SEE FIELD DAYS, PAGE A2


