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COLUMBIA CITY – A 

nine month investigation 
initiated by the Indiana 
State Police, Internet Crimes 
Against Children Task Force 
(ICAC) in February 2022, 
has resulted in the arrest 
of a Columbia City man 
on multiple felony charges 
related to Child Pornography.

The investigation began 
after the task force received a 
tip from the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited 
Children (NCMEC) that an 
online account had been used 
for child exploitation. The 
investigation revealed the 
owner of the online account to 
be Christopher Honeycutt, 19, 
of Columbia City.

After reviewing the 
findings of the investigation, 
the Whitley County Prosecu-
tor’s office issued a warrant 
for Honeycutt’s arrest.

Wednesday at approx-
imately 4 p.m., officers 
with the Whitley County 

Sheriff’s Department located 
Honeycutt at his Columbia 
City residence. Honeycutt was 
taken into custody without 
incident and subsequently 
booked into the Whitley 
County jail under a $30,000 
surety bond, pending his 
initial appearance in the 
Whitley County courts.

His charges are as follows:
- Possession of Child 

Pornography (less than 12 yrs 
of age), Level 5 Felony

Local man arrested on 
child porn charges

Christopher Honeycutt
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In the warmer weather months, we think 

a lot about native plant species and their 
symbiotic relationship with birds, butter-
flies, bugs and other creatures. But native 
plant species are valuable in other parts of 
the year as well — including the autumnal 
months ahead.

It’s not too late to include some 
hearty native plant species into your fall 
landscaping that will bring beauty now and 
support the environment in the months and 
years ahead. Additionally, native plants play 
an important role in keeping our water clean.

“About 70% of pollution in our 
waterways comes from stormwater runoff. 
Native plants can slow that runoff to a crawl 
or stop it altogether. And a good planting 
also supports our all-important pollinators 
at the same time,” states the Clear Choices 

The beauty 
of fall plants 
in the lawn 
and garden
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A butterfly sits atop a sign celebrating 
The Watershed Foundation’s 25th 
anniversary at Loon Lake in the Upper 
Tippecanoe Watershed. Surrounding the 
sign is a garden featuring native plant 
species which help support pollina-
tors and help keep water clean. It’s not 
too late to add some native species 
of plants to your lawn and garden this 
fall, according to Brad Clayton of The 
Watershed Foundation. SEE FALL, PAGE A2
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INDIANAPOLIS — State 

public health and animal 
health officials are urging 
northern Indiana residents 
to protect themselves 
from mosquito bites and 
to monitor their horses for 
illness in response to the 
detection of Eastern equine 
encephalitis (EEE) virus 
activity in multiple northern 
Indiana counties.

“EEE (‘triple E’) virus 
is a serious threat to both 
horses and people in 
northern Indiana,” said Dr. 
Bret Marsh, DVM, state 
veterinarian at the Indiana 
State Board of Animal 
Health. “While this risk is 
currently decreasing due to 
cooler weather, it will persist 
until the first hard freeze of 
the year.”

As of Oct. 4, two horses 
in LaGrange County and 
one horse in Kosciusko 
County have tested positive 
for EEE virus in 2022. No 
human EEE virus disease 
cases or infected mosqui-
toes have been reported 

Public 
urged to 
use caution 
against 
mosquitoes

SEE MOSQUITOES, PAGE A2

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — Wednesday 
saw state and national leaders, as well 

as staff members of Northeastern 
REMC, gathering at a battery storage 
system, one of five recent additions to 
the Northeastern REMC inventory, for a 
ribbon cutting ceremony.

It’s no secret costs have risen in 
several markets, and power is no 
different. As a result of this many power 

companies have had to turn to rate 
increases to meet this rise. Northeastern 
REMC opted to look for alternative 
solutions, finding that the battery storage 
system could help its customers avoid 
significant hikes.

Each of these storage systems are 

Northeastern REMC unveils 
new battery storage systems
Systems are expected to 
save customers millions

RACHAEL HARTMAN

State and national legislators, along with staff members of Northeastern REMC, gathered in rural Whitley 
County to cut the ribbon on a battery storage system, one of five new sites used by Northeastern REMC.

SEE ARREST, PAGE A2

SEE REMC, PAGE A2


