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Mayor Daniel says state of Columbia City is ‘bright’
STAFF REPORT
COLUMBIA CITY —
The state of Columbia City is
“bright” as stated by Columbia
City Mayor Ryan Daniel. The
mayor gave his state of the
city address Friday, May 6
to business, county and city
leaders at Autumn Trace.
The event was put on by
the Whitley County Chamber
of Commerce & Visitors
Center.
“We are radiating out as an
attractive place to live, work
and play. Our parks, places
of worship and even our
downtown continue to shine
in beauty. The First Friday
and other community events
are certainly lively. And our
citizens and business owners
are the cheerful welcoming
committee to so many
residents,” said the mayor.
“The state of our city is bright
and will continue to be bright
into the future.”
There was a lot to celebrate
about how far Columbia City
has developed, the first of
which the mayor highlighted
was the population growth.
“If people want to join
our city, bringing their family
and putting down their roots,

we obviously must be doing
something right,” said the
mayor. “I’m happy to report
that over 1,100 more people
call Columbia City their home
since 2010.”
Mayor Daniel cited
data reports that he said
highlighted Columbia City
as the third fastest growing
city in Northeast Indiana
based on population growth
and second fastest growing
city in Northeast Indiana in
percentage.
“The more people that are
choosing to call Columbia
City their home, the more
dollars are then invested
in local shops, businesses
and restaurants; invested in
non-profits and community
activities; and invested in our
schools and beautification of
our community,” Daniel said.
“We have consistently chosen
to invest in ourselves because
our city’s future truly depends
not on what we do tomorrow
but rather on what we do
today.”
Mayor Daniel spent some
time discussing the many
projects of focus for the city,
and the ones that are in the
works.

One of those highlighted
was the Long Term Control
Plan, a project to bring in
new underground retention
basins and laying larger pipes
to handle heavy stormwater
drainage.
“The final phase of this
project came in $2 million
under its original projected
budget,” Daniel said.
Another project the city
has undertaken is to construct
a phosphorous treatment
facility. Soon the city will
complete an engineering study
with the plan to reroute a
portion of sewer force main.
This particular main runs
underneath the playground at
Mary Raber.
“This project is funded
through the American Rescue
Plan dollars and engineering
should be completed by the
end of the year,” said the
mayor. “We are also working
on our five-year Indiana
Department of Environmental
Management permit, and
overhauling the Columbia
Shore lift station this year.”
RACHAEL HARTMAN
The majority of the
Columbia City Mayor Ryan Daniel delivered his 2022
mayor’s address highlighted
SEE CITY, PAGE A3
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and restoring downtown
commercial structures,
stressing their historic
significance.
“In the past, the town has
given Turtle Days (sponsorship) money and usually
it went towards fireworks.
Last year I did not because
I did not do fireworks,”
Sade-Bartl said. “They
(Turtle Days board) said
(last year) up to $2,500 they
(Turtle Days board) bought
shirts and stuff with that
(money).....they also paid
for a couple of entertainment ads...last year they
(Turtle Days board) did not
use all of that ($2,500) and
they increased dramatically
in price.”
Sade-Bartl is currently a
member on the Turtle Days
board.
Board members advised
Sade-Bartl that they would
like to know what activities
will be included this year
for the town’s sponsorship of Turtle Days before
$2,500 is approved.
In department news,
Town Supervisor Jeremy
Hart advised that the
Clingerman Avenue street
improvement project is
going well and a motion
was made and approved
for a part-time concrete

CONTRIBUTED
COLUMBIA CITY
– Leadership Whitley
County (LWC), a program
of the Whitley County
Economic Development
Corporation (EDC),
celebrated the graduation
of LWC Class 22 recently.
Since 2001, more than
400 diverse participants
have graduated from the
LWC program. LWC is an
eight-month experiential
learning program designed
to empower individuals to
serve and become better
leaders, engage individuals in the workplace and
community, and connect
them with resources to
continue growing as
leaders at home, in the
workplace and in the
community.
The program kicks off
with a one-day retreat
in September, and each
month following until
graduation in April,
leadership, and personal
development content on
topics such as: conflict
management, effective
communication, Clifton
strengths, community
development and local
government, personal
mission, and more, are
delivered through presentations, hands-on exercises
and discussion from local
and regional leaders and
program alumni.
LWC Class 21
graduates included: Kelsey
Combs, Restoration
Medical Polymers; Eden
Freeman, Columbia City
High School Student;
Kylie Fugett, Whitko
High School Student; Jeff
Kumfer, SRKM Architecture LLC; Kaylee Owens,
Churubusco High School
Student; Jacob Peterson,
Reelcraft Industries; Katy
Southern, Peabody Public
Library; Grant St. Clair,
Micropulse; Arik Straub,
Ultra; Brooks Walker,
Community Foundation

SEE SEWER, PAGE A2

SEE LWC, PAGE A2
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Morsches Builders Mart sponsors 2022 First Fridays event series
Columbia City Connect (a non-profit organization) received a $5,000 check Thursday from Morsches’ Builders
Mart to aid in community activities which Columbia City Connect promotes in the community. Pictured (l to r) are:
Morsches’ Builders Mart Assistant Manager Brad Arnold, Representative for First Fridays Katy Fry, Columbia City
Connect President Kayla Wigent, Morsches’ Builders Mart President and Chief Executive Officer Franz Morsches,
Morsches’ Builders Mart Marketing Director Annie Morsches-Bailey, and Morsches’ Builders Mart Sales Manager
Chris Peters.

Churubusco Council reviews items for sewer project
BY LINDA TINCHER
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CHURUBUSCO — The
Churubusco Town Council
held its regular meeting
May 4 with DLZ Corporation Project Manager
Holly Miller in attendance
regarding the town’s sewer
project.
“The two resolutions
that will need to happen
will be identifying who on
the town, or with the town,
who will be the signatory
for any official documents
with the loan,” Miller
said. “The other one is an
acceptance of the Preliminary Engineering Report
(PER) document which
happens after we hold a
public hearing....in case
anyone has questions about
the project.”
The PER outlines what
is involved with the project
and the engineer’s estimate.
DLZ is one of the top
consulting firms in the
architectural, engineering,

and surveying industry.
API Construction
Company was awarded
the sewer project which
is a recognized specialty
industrial contractor.
Council members agreed
to hold a public hearing on
the sewer project June 1
at 6 p.m. before its regular
meeting in the Churubusco
Scout Building.
In old business, council
members approved Resolution 2022-05 for spending
within the American Rescue
Plan (ARP) money.
“So last year, you guys
(council members) approved
an ordinance to create funds
for ARP money. With that,
we also had a spending
plan with it and majority
of that split funding plan
was to go towards sewer
and stormwater infrastructure which is an eligible
expense,” Clerk-Treasurer Madalyn Sade-Bartl
said. “There was some
money allocated for some

technology upgrades due
to social distancing in
public buildings and then
some things to help with
non-profits.”
ARP changes the course
of the pandemic and
delivers immediate and
direct relief to families and
workers impacted by the
COVID-19 crisis through no
fault of their own. This law
is one of the most progressive pieces of legislation
in history, and will build
a bridge to an equitable
economic recovery.
In other approvals, the
council members approved
the Facade Grant program in
the amount of $4,478.76.
The Facade Grant
Program is specifically
designed for the preservation and/or restoration of
historic building facades.
The program utilizes public
funds to entice private
investment by property
and business owners
interested in rehabilitating
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