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CONTRIBUTED
INDIANAPOLIS — 

Indiana health and hospital 
offi cials are encouraging 
eligible Hoosiers to get 
vaccinated against infl uenza 
(fl u) as soon as possible, as 
high levels of transmission 
are signifi cantly impacting 
hospitals across the state.

As of the week ending 
Dec. 3, Indiana has recorded 
24 infl uenza deaths this 
season. In addition, the 
state’s fi rst pediatric fl u 
death of the season was 
recorded last week and 
will be refl ected on the fl u 
report posted on Dec. 16. No 
additional information about 
the patient will be released 
due to privacy laws.

“Like many states, 
Indiana is experiencing very 
high levels of fl u activity 
right now,” said State Health 
Commissioner Kris Box, 
M.D., FACOG. “With the 
upcoming holidays, travel 
and family gatherings, it is 
more important than ever 
to protect yourself and 
those around you from this 
highly contagious respira-
tory infection. This year’s 
fl u vaccine continues to 
be a good match for the 
circulating strains, and it is 
your best protection against 
a severe, and possibly tragic, 
outcome.”

With many respira-
tory illnesses currently 
circulating, including fl u, 
respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV) and COVID-19, 
Indiana hospitals are experi-
encing signifi cant patient 
caseloads, said Indiana 
Hospital Association 
President Brian Tabor.

“Hospitalizations are 
currently trending above 
last year’s levels, and at 
this pace, Indiana could 
meet or exceed the record 
levels of inpatient capacity 
we saw during the peak of 
COVID-19,” Tabor said. 
“As of this week, inpatient 
volume jumped 15 percent, 
with numbers surpassing 
11,000.”

Tabor and Box urged 
Hoosiers to seek routine 
testing for respiratory 
illnesses or care for mild 
symptoms through urgent 
care centers or a family 
physician’s offi ce rather 
than through an emergency 
department whenever 
possible.

“Our hospitals are dealing 
with the triple impact 
of infl uenza, RSV and 
COVID-19 right now, along 
with normal emergencies 
and illnesses, and we want to 
keep emergency rooms clear 
for Hoosiers who urgently 
need them,” Box said.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommends that 
everyone age 6 months 
and older get a fl u vaccine 
each year. Because infants 
younger than 6 months can’t 
be vaccinated, it’s important 
that anyone in a household 
where a young baby lives 
or visits get a fl u shot to 
protect the child. Healthcare 
workers are urged to get a 
fl u vaccine to reduce their 

State health 
dept. encourages 
Hoosiers to get 
vaccinated amid 
rising fl u cases

SEE HEALTH, PAGE A2

RACHAEL HARTMAN

Saturday evening saw community members of all ages 
gathering on Line Street for a Christmas Convoy, hosted by 
the Churubusco American Legion. Local organizations and 
emergency responders decorated their vehicles in holiday 
lights to lead Santa to the Legion hall. Accompanying Santa 
on the convoy was Churubusco’s own Oscar the Turtle. 
Afterwards, families lined up to have a visit with the man in 
red.

Santa and Oscar arrive!
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COLUMBIA CITY—Columbia City Connect 

(CCC), a non-profi t benefi tting downtown revital-
ization, announced the award of $5,000 to fi ve 
downtown businesses as part of a mini-grant 
program totaling $25,000.

“We’re excited to support local businesses as they 
improve their websites. The pandemic showed the 
importance of an interactive website to connect with 
customers,” said Niki Keister, Executive Director 
of CCC. The purpose of the program is to assist 
businesses impacted by the pandemic by connecting 
the owners with a web developer. The Indiana Main 
Street Program, under the Offi ce of Community and 
Rural Affairs (OCRA), made the grant possible.

“Providing support for downtown businesses is 
an integral part of CCC’s commitment to improving 
the economic conditions for Columbia City. The 
participating businesses will have a fantastic 
opportunity to attract new customers with their 
improved webpages,” said Kayla Wigent, Board 
President of CCC.

The following businesses received awards 
through this program: The Gallery, The Mercan-
tile, Moo Over, Next Generation RC & Hobby, and 
Vintage Blessed.

Columbia 
City Connect 
awards grants 
to downtown 
businesses

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

CHURUBUSCO — 
‘Building a Better Busco.’ It 
was a tagline that came up 
many times during the recent 
Churubusco Chamber of 
Commerce banquet.

The organization presented 
a three-year strategic plan, 
focusing on the ways it can 
grow the community and 
expand support to Churubusco 
businesses.

“It’s something we have 
worked on since last fall and 
is a roundup of where the 
Chamber wants to be in the 
next few years,” said Chamber 
Vice President Madalyn 

Churubusco Chamber discusses efforts 
to ‘Build a Better Busco’ at banquet

RACHAEL HARTMAN

Churubusco Chamber vice president Madalyn Sade-Bartl presents plaques to two 
representatives from Churubusco’s local churches. It was the community’s churches 
that were recognized as the Organizations of the Year.SEE CHAMBER, PAGE A2
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FORT WAYNE — 

President Dave McFadden 
announced Monday, Dec. 12 
that Manchester University 
is investing more than $20 
million in its health science 
hub in Fort Wayne.

“Our health care offerings 
in Fort Wayne are growing, 
and we need more space,” 
he said. “Manchester 
University Fort Wayne will 
also get a brand-new look 
with its 32,000-square-foot 
expansion on the Parkview 
Health campus.”

He described this 
expansion as a strategic 
move that strengthens 
Manchester’s commitment 
to its neighbors in northeast 
Indiana and expands its 
education opportunities 
in health careers that are 
in high demand, such 

as physical therapy and 
nursing.

“Manchester’s expansion 
will be good for the region 
and help us meet critical 
health care needs in our 
communities,” said Parkview 
Health Chief Executive 
Offi cer Mike Packnett.

The expansion will 
feature a pro bono physical 
therapy clinic focusing on 
amputees, providing students 
and faculty with hands-on 

opportunities to serve a 
high-need population in the 
region. Other new additions 
include a state-of-the-art 
lab, research and classroom 
spaces, nursing simulation 
and skills laboratory, and a 
variety of versatile collabo-
ration areas for students.

The University will 
replace the existing facade 
facing Diebold Road to 
include a new entrance and 
two-story addition. There 

also will be a signifi cant 
bump-out on the back of the 
existing nursing suite and a 
new cafe and patio.

The expansion and some 
recent renovation incorpo-
rate education upgrades for 
current programs: Doctor of 
Pharmacy, Master of Athletic 
Training, Master of Science 
in Pharmacogenomics and 
Accelerated Bachelor of 

Manchester announces $20M expansion in Fort Wayne

SEE MANCHESTER, PAGE A2


