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CONTRIBUTED
The Whitley County 

Chamber of Commerce 
& Visitors Center will be 
holding the much antici-
pated, and not to be missed, 
Whitley County Shines. It 
will be a night to celebrate 
all of Whitley County. The 
annual dinner will be Nov. 
7, 2022 at The Van Buren 
Events Center in Columbia 
City.

The Chamber is excited 
to hold such an important 
event at The Van Buren 
Events Center. The evening 
will feature Keynote speaker 
U.S Representative Jim 
Banks followed by a night 
to celebrate all of Whitley 
County. It will also be 
celebrating women who 
have been successful in 
their businesses, careers, 
who have contributed to the 
community and serve as an 
example to others.

Whitley County Shines 
will feature a reception at 
6 p.m. and dinner starts at 
6:30 p.m. The Chamber 
will have Chef’s Craig and 
Abby McLaren, owners of 
Ledgeview Brewery cater 
the evening with an its 
menu. E Brewing Company 
and Ledgeview Brewery will 
be having craft beers on tap 
for guests.

Join the Chamber at 
the annual dinner Nov. 7. 
A table of eight is $375 
and individual tickets are 
$50 each. Contact Jennifer 
Esterline at Whitely 
Chamber 260-248-8131 or 
jesterline@whitleychamber.
com.

Chamber set 
to highlight 
Whitley Co. 
at annual 
dinner

CONTRIBUTED
Commercial pesticide 

applicators looking for 
license credits in some of 
the hard-to-find categories 
can find just what they are 
looking for thanks to Purdue 
Extension. A multi-cate-
gory commercial pesticide 
applicator workshop is 
scheduled for November 1st 
in Fort Wayne. This event 
will be held in the Walb 
Ballroom on the Purdue Fort 
Wayne campus, and will run 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
fee for this training is $80, 
and registration is now open 
at the following site: &gt; 
bit.ly/pfwcch22 &lt;

For commercial applica-
tors attending this program, 
the following categories 
will be awarded five CCH 
credits: 1-Agricultural Pest 
Management, 2-Forest 
Pest Control, 3A-Orna-
mental Pest Management, 
3B-Turf Pest Manage-

ment, 4-Seed Treatment, 
5-Aquatic Pest Manage-
ment, 6-Industrial Weed 
Management, 7A-Industrial, 
Institutional, Structural 
and Health Related Pest 
Management, 7B-Termite 
Control, 7D-Fumiga-
tion, 8-Community-Wide 

Mosquito Management, and 
11-Aerial Application. Four 
CCH credits will be awarded 
to those with the RT-Regis-
tered Technician license. For 
more information, contact 
Ann Kline at the Purdue 
Extension – Noble County 
office (260-636-2111).

Commercial Pesticide Applicator 
Workshop set for November

DAVID VANTRESS

Last Friday night was a momentous occasion for Columbia City High School, as they took down Wayne 41-36. The 
win advances them this Friday to the sectional semi-finals. They will be competing at home against Dekalb. Pictured 
is the Columbia City cheer block and cheerleaders support the Eagles during their Class 4A Sectional 19 quarter-
final contest against Wayne in Fort Wayne. See a full story of the game against Wayne in today’s sports section.

Columbia City advancing to sectional semi-finals

STAFF REPORT
CHURUBUSCO — 

Smith-Green Community 
Schools has welcomed 
its new superintendent. A 
formal approval was made 
Monday evening during the 
school board meeting to 
employ Dr. Paul Voigt.

“We appreciate your time 
with us and we are happy 
you have made this place 
your new home,” remarked 
School Board President 
Jeremy Hart.

“I’m looking forward 
to it. Smith Green has a 
great reputation of kids 
and families and I hope 
to continue that,” Voigt 
responded.

He will officially take 
over the position in January 
2023. He currently serves as 
the superintendent of Caston 
School Corporation.

Dr. Voigt said he appreci-
ates his time with the Caston 
School Corporation.

“I am very thankful 
for my experience as the 
superintendent at Caston 
Community Schools. Caston 
is a wonderful place, and 
I will cherish many great 

Smith-Green 
hires 
superintendent

SEE HIRE, PAGE A2

STAFF REPORT
COLUMBIA CITY — A 

new screen printing business 
has launched in Whitley 
County. It’s called Beary 
Crafty Designs, LLC.

It has been started by 
Jonathon Strack, who said, 
“I have been wanting to 
start this business for some 
time and finally decided that 
now is the time to pull the 
trigger.”

He was supported in 
his effort through business 
guidance and marketing 
assistance through the 
Northeast Indiana Small 
Business Development 
Center.

The business will focus 
on printing for clothing and 
hats and can be printed on 
different kinds of surfaces 
including fabric, paper, 
wood and plastic. It offers 
full-color opportunities and 
will not have a minimum 
order requirement. Strack 
details that his business will 
be able to print prepared 

designs presented to it, 
as well as create custom 
designs for customers.

Strack is a veteran, and 
seeks to actively support 
other veteran-owned 
businesses and veteran 
organizations in his work.

He is also a member 
of the Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma. His connec-
tion to the Whitley County 
community played a role in 
him establishing his business 
here.

“I have put my roots 

down in Columbia City and 
want to serve the community 
with my work and with my 
time,” Strack said.

He advises that products 
are expected to be provided 
to customers within five 
to seven business days, 
provided there are no 
shipping disruptions or 
delays. Beary Crafty Designs 
is working with businesses 
and organizations throughout 
northeast Indiana, southern 
Michigan and northwestern 
Ohio.

Strack said Beary Crafty 
Designs, LLC is a family-
based business, and part of 
his hope is as it grows, he 
will be able to add associates 
to his team that support that 
mission. Plans also include 
a website launch, along 
with participation in social 
media such as Facebook and 
Instagram.

Strack is also active in 
supporting youth-based 
programs, and hopes to 
continue to do so in the 
future.

“Future growth models 
include Beary Crafty 
Designs internships with 
local schools to encourage 
entrepreneurial thinking 
skills, time management 
skills and other valuable 
experiences for high school 
students,” Strack said.

For more information 
on Beary Crafty Designs, 
contact Strack at 260-444-
8078 or email admin@
BearyCraftDesigns.com.

Veteran opens screen printing 
business in Columbia City


