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STAFF REPORT
COLUMBIA CITY — A 

man appeared in Whitley 
County Circuit Court this 
week for an initial hearing 
on charges of child molesta-
tion.

Harry J. Seip, 55, of 
Decatur, was originally 
arrested on Oct. 8 by the 
Indiana State Police.

He was in court on 
Tuesday morning, and 
is facing three counts of 
child molestation as Class 
A felonies, two counts of 
child molestation as Level 1 
felonies and attempted child 
molestation as a Level 1 
felony.

The fi rst three counts are 
alleged to have occurred 
between 2012 and 2014. 

The other three 
are alleged to 
have occurred 
between July 
2014 and 
December 2017. 
As indicated 
in the hearing, 
all of these 
charges involve 
the same minor 
under the age of 14 
years-old.

If found guilty, Class A 
felonies carry an advisory 
sentence of 30 years, with 
a sentence range of 20-50 
years. The Level 1 felonies 
carry an advisory sentence 
of 30 years and a sentence 
range of 20-40 years.

Seip is currently being 
held in the Whitley County 

Jail on a $300,000 
bond. He is 
expected to appear 
in court again on 
Nov. 8.

In other court 
news, there were 
others who appeared 
in court for change 
of plea hearings.
Benjamin C. 

Jenkins, 37, of 
Columbia City, pled guilty 
to intimidation as a Level 6 
felony.

He admitted the incident 
occurred in June of this 
year. During the proceeding, 
sentencing was determined, 
and Jenkins was given a 
2.5 year sentence with time 
already served and the rest 
on a suspended sentence. 

He was released that day to 
begin the suspended portion.

Dalton T. Barrett, 29, of 
Columbia City, pled guilty to 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Level 5 felony.

He admitted that the 
incident occurred in April of 
2020, and he was found in 
possession of between fi ve 
to 10 grams of the illegal 
substance.

According to the plea 
agreement, the sentence will 
be determined by the court. 
If the judge accepts the plea 
agreement, Barrett could face 
a sentence between one and 
six years, with an advisory 
sentence of three years.

Barrett will appear in 
court for sentencing on Nov. 
8.

Decatur man in court on six 
counts of child molestation

Harry Seip

BY GARTH SNOW
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Five high school bands 
that chose to compete in 
Scholastic Class A or B earned 
Gold ratings Saturday at an 
ISSMA preliminary event at 
Homestead High School in 
Fort Wayne.

Those high scores awarded 
by Indiana State School Music 
Association judges qualify 
those bands to compete in 
their class fi nals Oct. 23 at 
Franklin Central High School 
in Indianapolis.

Another 13 bands, in Open 
Classes A-D, also marched 
Saturday and received ratings 
from the judges. Of those, 
12 received Gold ratings. Six 
earned further recognition of 
With Distinction in the three 
components of critique: Music, 
Visual and Effect.

Those bands return to 
action Oct. 16 at four sites 
around the state, in hopes of 

Five Scholastic bands earn trip to State

PHOTOS BY GARTH SNOW

The Columbia City Marching Eagles present the show “Color Wheel” at the 
Scholastic A Prelims at Homestead High School. The band received a Gold rating, 
and will compete at 3:59 p.m. Oct. 23 at the State Finals at Franklin Central High 
School in Indianapolis. Chris Douglas directs the band of 50 performers. The music 
is an original composition by Alex Yoder.

CONTRIBUTED
COLUMBIA CITY — 

Whitley County 4-H Clubs, 
Inc. will be hosting the 8th 
Annual Autumn Harvest Festival 
at the Whitley County 4-H 
Fairgrounds on Oct. 16, 2021. 
There is no admission fee and 
free parking is available for 
this event. All proceeds from 
the event will go to support the 
Whitley County 4-H Program.

The traditional Autumn 
Harvest Festival events will be 
back including the craft show 
and fl ea market, car show, music 
acts, food trucks and many 
other activities throughout the 

8th Annual 
Autumn 
Harvest 
Festival 
planned for 
October 

SEE 8TH, PAGE A3

RACHAEL HARTMAN

Workers were seen this week painting lines on the newly resurfaced Ind. 205. It was 
one of the fi nal steps for the road. Traffi c was slowed to allow the crews to work and 
drivers were encouraged to not attempt to pass in order for the paint to dry. Ind. 205 
connects Churubusco to Columbia City.

Crews complete work on Ind. 205

SEE FIVE, PAGE A2

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
COLUMBIA CITY — 

Work will soon start to bring 
fi ber internet to Columbia City.

Last week it was announced 
that Surf Broadband Solutions 
would be providing the internet 
service to city residents. At this 
week’s Board of works meeting 
an application to allow Berry 
IT, on behalf of Surf, to locate 
utilities in the city’s right of way.

The locating of fi ber internet 
is being broken up into fi ve 
phases. The fi rst phase will start 
on the northern side of the city, 
surrounding the Ind. 109 and 
Line Street area. Parts of this 
area include the Cambridge, 
Wooddale, Wilkswood subdivi-
sions, along with the far edge of 
North Elm Street, as explained 
during the board meeting.

The application was 
approved with the caveat that as 
each phase is ready to begin, the 
city will be notifi es of progress 
and approve each one.

“This keeps the Board of 
Works informed of what is 
going in the ground,” noted 
Mayor Ryan Daniel.

Along with the project, the 
board approved Surf to use 
signage, which would be located 
around where each phase is 
being worked on. Surf had sent 
a request for large signs to be 
at the entrance of subdivisions 
being worked on as well as 
some of the residences. These 
signs would advertise links 
to Surf websites detailing the 
construction process. These 
signs would be removed then 
from those areas once they are 
completed.

Something big to come out 
of the council meeting was 
approval on an expenditure plan 
regarding ARP dollars. The ARP 
funding was approved by the 
federal government as a way to 
offer aid to cities and towns. So 
far Columbia City has received 
$1,040,000. Offi cials expect to 
have another allocation in July 
that, combined with the other, 
will provide the city with just 
over $2 million for upcoming 
projects.

Mayor Daniel told council 
that when creating this plan he 
spent time with each city depart-
ment to see if there were projects 
that fi t the funding requirements 
that had maybe been put off or 
needed completed for the future.

“My goal was to get 
something to each department,” 
he said.

The mayor also noted that 
the spending and projects are 
spread out for the next several 
years. This was being done in 
case projects needed more time. 
All dollars must be spent by 
December 2024.

Some of the projects in the 
plan include wi-fi  infrastructure 
for the downtown, park and 
aquatics center; contribution to 
the health insurance fund; police 
car replacements; replacing a fi re 
department generator; creating a 
downtown strategic investment 
plan; trail extension to the new 
high school campus; replacing 
lead water lines; sidewalk 
improvements and more.

Fiber 
project 
will soon 
begin


