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CONTRIBUTED
COLUMBIA CITY – 

BABE of Whitley County, 
a non-profi t organization 
that provides resources and 
a community for Whitley 
County families, raised more 
than $8,000 in its annual 
Cutest Kid Contest.

The contest included six 
age categories for children, 
newborns through age six 
and one grand prize winner. 
This online contest and 
fundraiser allowed families 
to upload a photo of their 
child, and then ask friends 
and families to vote for one 
dollar per vote.

According to Executive 
Director Laura Tucker, 
since switching to an online 
contest, this has become one 
of BABE’s most successful 
fundraising events in the past 
two years. Before 2020, this 
contest included in-person 
voting only at the Whitley 
County 4-H Fair.

“The online voting makes 
it so easy for families to 
participate. Once you’ve 
entered your child, you 
can easily share the voting 
link to social media,” said 
Tucker. “It also helps us get 
more exposure to families 
in Whitley County so they’ll 
become familiar with the 
services we provide,” Tucker 
added.

The winners of the 2022 
Cutest Kid Contest by 
BABE of Whitley County 
are as follows:

The grand prize winner of 
the 2022 BABE’s Cutest Kid 
Contest is Collins, entered 
by Lindsay Hinen. Collins 

will receive 100 diapers, 
a $100 Target gift card, a 
one-hour photo session, fi ve 
BABE coupons, a $20 Dairy 
Queen gift card and a special 
trophy.

The 0 — 1 year old 
category winner is Jaxson, 
entered by Todd Roller. The 
runner-up is Clare, entered 
by Laura Leffl er.

The 1 — 2 years old 
category winner is Collins, 
entered by Lindsay Hinen. 

The runner-up is Charlie, 
entered by Bridget Moore.

The 2 — 3 years 
old category winner is 
Eloise, entered by Kaitlyn 
Sparkman. The runner-up 
is Levi, entered by Hilary 
DuRan.

The 3 — 4 years old 
category winner is Lukas, 
entered by Caitlyn Shepherd. 
The runner-up is Jesse, 
entered by Amy Johnston.

Winners announced 
in Cutest Kid Contest

CONTRIBUTED

Grand prize and ages 1-2 winner Collins

STAFF REPORT
COLUMBIA CITY — 

The Junior Achievement Car 
Show is back in downtown 
Columbia City. This year 
marks 20 years of the annual 
event.

The car show will take 
place Saturday, Aug. 6 from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Car registration opens 
the day, with gate entrance 
at North Line and Jackson 
streets. Cars from different 
decades are welcome as 
all with gather around the 
Whitley County Courthouse 
square to talk shop. The 
fi rst 100 to register will 
receive a dash plaque. 
Registration will close at 
10 a.m. followed by judging. 
Trophies will be given to the 
top three vehicles separated 
into categories by decade 
– 1949 and older, 1950s, 
1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s 
and 200 and newer.

Each year the car show 
is held in conjunction with 
the Whitley County Farmer’s 
Market, which also takes 
place around the courthouse 
square from 8 a.m. to noon.

“The car show is always 
held during the same time 
as the Farmer’s Market, so 
the committee wanted to 
ensure the community was 
openly invited to both the 
market and the car show. 
The two events will run 
as scheduled to support a 
community-wide event,” 
said Kennedy St. George, JA 
Whitley board member and 
car show chair.

Junior Achievement, as 
explained on its website, 
was founded in 1919 by 
Theodore Vail, who as 
president of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph; 
Horace Moses, who was 
president of the Strathmore 
Paper Co.; and Massachusets 
Senator Murray Crane. It 
started as an after school 
program for high school 
students with a focus on 
business education. By 1975 
the program had expanded to 
include middle school grades 
while in the classroom.

Its program focuses on 
fi nancial literacy, offering 
lessons that teach the 
fundamentals of business, 
the workforce, fi nancial 
independence and more. 
Today the nonprofi t can be 
found in communities across 
the country.

In Whitley County, JA 
was started in 1981. The 
program has since reached 
more than 2,900 students in 
Columbia City, Churubusco 
and South Whitley.

“Inspiring tomorrow is 
what Junior Achievement 
is all about, which is why 
the car show will have more 
focus as a family event to 
wrap up the summer,” reads 
a recent press release.

Part of this effort is 
supported with new events 
to the car show focused on 
celebrating the back-to-
school season.

The car show will have 
several giveaways, 50/50 

JA Car show 
returns to 
Columbia City

STAFF REPORT
As part of the 2022 

Whitley County 4-H Fair, 
the 4-H Cat Club had its 
own show, having partic-
ipants compete in several 
events.

Results are as follows:
In the senior division 

of the Cat Class, taking 
home champion was 
Caidy Hesting, with 
Kaylynn Boggess taking 
reserve. These two also 
took home the overall 
Grand Champion and 
reserve awards.

Champion of the 
intermediate division was 
Alecia Hursey and Amber 

Sproles as Reserve Grand 
Champion.

Sydnee Hinen was 
champion of the junior 
division as well as the 
reserve award with her 
cats Stella and Sassy 
respectively.

Champions of Cage 
Decoration were Regan 
Hursey, Alecia Hursey 
and Sydnee Hinen. 
Reserve Champions were 
Danielle Schuman, Alyssa 
Bottles and Sydnee 
Hinen. Regan Hursey 
took overall Grand 
Champion, with Alecia 
Hursey taking reserve.

Regan Hursey was also 

Champion of the senior 
division and overall 
champion in costume. 
Reserve Champion of 
the Senior Division 
was Kaylynn Boggess. 
Aiden Bottles was the 
intermediate division 
Champion and overall 
Reserve Grand Champion. 
Madison Sproles was 
the intermediate division 
Reserve Champion.

In the showmanship 
competition, Hannah 
Thomas was named the 
senior division champion 
and overall Grand 

Cat Club participants earn 
placements in 4-H show

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Alecia Hursey presents her cat for judging. Aiden Bottles shows off his prize winning costume.
Sydnee Hinen and her cat 
Stella on showmanship.
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