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Veterans 
honored
Students at Coessee Elemen-
tary host Veteran’s Day 
program. See more photos.
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Opinion
Republicans fi zzle in election 
that should have been a big 
win
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weekly bulletin
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Defense key to Columbia City 
football’s postseason run
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Weather Outlook
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On Thursday, family, friends and local veterans gathered with the students at Coesse 
Elementary School. The fourth and fi fth grade students presented a Veteran’s Day 
program. Students highlighted each veteran, the different military branches and 
the fl ag through song, dance, skits and poetry. Above, local veteran Gary Bird is 
presented a gift, thanking him for his work with the Fifth Grade Flag Crew. For more 
photos from the event, see Page A2.

Giving thanks this Veteran’s Day

BY STEVE GARBACZ
sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

It’s representation you 
can bank on.

U.S. Rep. Jim Banks will 
be returning to Congress for 
a fourth term, after cruising 
to victory Nov. 8 in the 
deeply red 3rd District.

Banks came out on top in 
the three-way race, topping 
Democrat Gary Snyder and 
Independent Nathan Gotsch.

Banks has faced little 
challenge in three previous 
races in the highly rural, 
highly conservative district 
covering 11 full counties 
and parts of two more in the 
northeast Indiana region. 
He collected more than 70 
percent of the vote in 2016, 
64 percent in 2018 and 

nearly 68 percent in 2020.
This year was no 

exception as Banks enjoyed 
large win margins in 
LaGrange, Steuben, Noble 
and DeKalb counties.

Banks, of Columbia 
City, rose to Congress from 
past service in the Indiana 
Senate and evolved from 
a rank-and-fi le conserva-
tive in his early terms to 
one of the House’s most 
powerful Republicans. He’s 
positioned himself as an 
ardent supporter of former 
President Donald Trump and 
has encouraged Republicans 
to lean harder into culture 
issues like public education 
and transgender issues as a 

Banks rolls to 
fourth term

BY STEVE GARBACZ
sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — 
Polls stayed busy during 
Tuesday’s Election Day 
as close to half of Whitley 
County came out to vote, 
delivering Republicans a 
sweep of county offi ces and 
sorting out crowded school 
board races.

Voter turnout in Whitley 
County hit 48.47% this year, 
as 11,697 ballots were cast 
among the county’s 24,133 
registered voters.

Polls across northeast 
Indiana and the state stayed 
fairly busy on Tuesday as 
most voters returning to 
in-person polling on Election 
Day after the pandemic-af-
fected elections of 2020 where 
mail-in and early voting 
numbers hit their highest 
points ever.

This fall, 3,015 people 
voted early via machine — 

about 26% of the total ballots 
cast — while another 608 
ballots came in by mail.

When the votes were all 
tallied, Whitley County, like 
most rural Indiana counties, 
stayed heavily red, delivering 
Republicans victories in every 
contested race.

Columbia City-native 
3rd District Rep. Jim Banks 
cruised to an easy victory in 
his 12-county congressional 
seat, with Whitley County 
voters giving their hometown 
rep 72.48% of the vote over 
Democrat Gary Snyder and 
Independent Nathan Gotsch.

Republicans running for 
other state and federal offi ces 
all enjoyed win margins of 
70% or higher in Whitley 
County.

At the local level, it was a 
Republican sweep as voters 
sent GOP candidates back to 
county and township offi ces, 

Republicans 
sweep Whitley 
County races in 
robust midterm
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COLUMBIA CITY — 

American Legion Post 98, 
the iconic “Legion Home on 
the Hill” for Whitley County 
veterans and their families, 
will be celebrating the 75th 

Anniversary of its historic 
groundbreaking during 2023, 
offi cials announced Friday, 
Veterans Day 2022.

“We believe it’s 
appropriate to announce 
this year-long celebration 

on Veterans Day, since our 
Post 98 Legion Home has 
such signifi cance to genera-
tions of local veterans and 
their families,” said Stuart 

CC American Legion Post 98 
announces anniversary plans
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Columbia City American Legion Post 98 Commander Stuart Eve and 75th Anniver-
sary Celebration Chairman Rick Kreps pose in front of the “Legion Home on the 
Hill.” Eve holds an archive photo of Indiana Governor Ralph Gates, Columbia City 
native and former State Commander of the American Legion, breaking ground for 
construction of Post 98 on April 12, 1948.

75 Years
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