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BY DAVID FENKER
CHURUBUSCO—Red 

or orange? Mask up, 
Eagles.

Yellow or blue? Masks 
optional.

The Smith-Green 
Community Schools Board 
of Education unanimously 
approved an update to 
the district’s mask policy 
at its Monday, Sept. 20, 
meeting. The new policy 
ties a face covering 
requirement to Whitley 
County’s color category 
on the Indiana Depart-
ment of Health COVID-19 
Dashboard: if the county 
is in either the Red or 
Orange category, students, 
staff and visitors will be 
required to wear a mask.

After Whitley County 
drops to the Yellow or 
Blue category and remains 
there for two weeks, mask 
wearing becomes optional.

The updated policy 
also added language 
clarifying the policy for 
mask wearing on SGCS 
buses, which will mirror 
the policy for SGCS 
buildings after the federal 
health order is revised or 
rescinded.

The vote follows 
board approval of a mask 
requirement at a Sept. 9 
meeting prompted by new 
quarantine requirements 
from the state.

“I can’t thank our kids 
enough,” Superintendent 
Daniel Hile said. “Things 
keep changing, a lot of 
things that are beyond 
our control… the adults, I 
think, struggle a lot more 
than the kids at times. 
The kids have just been 
troopers, they roll with 
it.They came in last week 
on the first day of the 
mask requirement ready 
to go, and they did an 
outstanding job.”

Hile also thanked 
parents, noting that “this 
will not last forever.”

“We’re just trying to do 
the best we can with the 
options we’ve been given,” 
he said.

Two members of the 
audience spoke during the 
public comment period 
after the board’s vote.

You guys know my 
heart and you know why I 
do this job,” Churubusco 
Elementary School teacher 
Nate Thomas said. “It’s 
about coaching and 
teaching these young 
people to be the best 
versions of themselves. I 
appreciate your commit-
ment to our children’s 
learning.”

Thomas said that before 
the recent policy change, 
30-35 of his 75 students 
were quarantined at once. 
In the past two weeks, he 
said, only two students 
have been quarantined 
thanks to the new policy.

“That’s enabled me to 
continue forward with my 
progress and my teaching 
rather than stalling,” 
Thomas said. “I really 
appreciate the positive 
impact that that’s had. I 
rely on that time in the 
classroom with them 
to build relationships.I 
appreciate your commit-
ment to keeping kids in 
school.”

SGCS 
Board 
OKs 
mask 
policy 
update
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COLUMBIA CITY — 

Last weekend, Northeastern 
REMC’s Brent Buckles 
participated in the Marji 
Gesick 100 mile mountain 
bike race in Ishpeming, 
Michigan. This grueling 
mountain bike race is 
labeled as the “toughest 
race in the Midwest.” The 
course designer, Danny 
Hill, describes his job is to 
make the course as tough 
as possible. The 100-mile 
course in Michigan 
includes rough terrain, 
rocks, massive hills, with 
an elevation of 12,300 feet.

There are no official aid 
stations along the trail to 
make the race even more

challenging. Because 
of this, Josh Traxler, 
friend and colleague of 
Buckles, volunteered to 
be Buckle’s one-person 
aid station throughout the 
entire 22-hour race. Every 
20 miles, Traxler provided 
food, water, and anything 
else Buckles needed, 
including oiling the chain 
on his bike, charging his 
GPS, and most importantly, 
encouragement.

Many who compete 
in this race note that the 
mental toughness required 
is almost as important 
as physical strength. It’s 
rumored that close to 70 
percent of those who start 
this race do not finish.

Local man completes 100-mile 
mountain bike race

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Brent Buckles speeds downhill on his 100-mile journey.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Brent Buckles and Josh Traxler pose together. Traxler would meet Buckles every 20 
miles, offering different forms of aid Buckles may have needed.

COLUMBIA CITY — 
Leaf pick-up for Columbia 
City will be take place at the 
end of October.

The Street Department 
announced this month the 
annual leaf pickup will start 
on Monday, Oct. 25. The 
department will use two 
vacuums to clean up the 
streets.

The city will be divided 
down Main Street, with a 
crew working each side of 
town. The department notes 
pick-up will be curbside 
only since the machines are 
too large for the alleyways.

The department also 
notes pick-up is “one pass 
only” per week over a seven 
week period. Leaves are 
asked to be raked and ready 
before Monday each week.

In a public note from the 
city, the public are asked 
to, “please rake leaves up 
to the curb, not into the 
street. Leaves in the street 
cause many problems in bad 
weather and plugging storm 
sewers.”

They also note that limbs 
should not be included in 
leaf pick-up. Pick-up for 
limbs will take place the 
week after Oct. 4.

Cars are asked not to 
be parked in front of the 
leaf piles, and due to time 
restraints leaves will not be 
raked around vehicles.

Leaves gathered each 
year are used to make mulch 
for next spring. This is then 
made available to the public 
for free.

CC leaf pick-up to 
begin in October

CONTRIBUTED
Harvest season is here and 

for some that means visiting 
pumpkin patches and apple 
orchards, but state police 
wants to remind motorists that 
harvest season also means 
farmers will begin harvesting 
this year’s corn and soybean 
crops. That means more 
slow-moving agricultural 
equipment will be traveling 
on Indiana’s rural roads and 
highways. They want to 
remind everyone to stay alert 
and be courteous to ensure we 
all get home safely.

“Fall is one of my favorite 
seasons of the year, and I 
know for many others it’s 
their favorite, too. While 
traveling along our rural roads 
I often come across tractors, 
grain wagons and combines 
traveling between fields to 
harvest their crops,” said Lt. 
Gov. Suzanne Crouch. “I want 
to encourage all motorists to 
slow down, be patient and be 
on high alert for agricultural 
equipment on our roads this 
harvest season.”

In 2019 in Indiana, farm 
equipment vehicles (other 
than trucks) were involved 
in three accidents, with one 
fatality, according to the 
National Highway Traffic 
Administration.

“Harvest season is a busy 
time for both farmers and 
motorists, I want to remind 
everyone to slow down and be 
courteous on our rural roads 
and highways,” said Bruce 
Kettler, director of the Indiana 
State Department of Agricul-
ture. “Slow moving farm 
equipment typically travels 

at 25 miles per hour or less, 
so be sure to exercise caution 
when approaching.”

Farm equipment during 
harvest season could include 
tractors, combines, grain carts, 
grain wagons and large trucks 
hauling agricultural products. 
These vehicles are wide, 
sometimes taking up most 
of the road, and often travel 
at speeds no greater than 25 
mph.

The following list includes 
several safety tips for 
motorists approaching large 
farm equipment:

- Farmers will pull over 
when they are able to let 
motorists pass, but it may take 
time for them to get to a safe 
place to do so.

- Be patient. Farm 
equipment is wide, sometimes 
taking up most of the road.

- Be careful when passing. 
Do not pass in a designated 
“No Passing Zone” or within 
100 feet of any intersection, 
railroad grade crossing, 
bridge, elevation structure or 
tunnel.

- Do not try to pass a 
slow-moving vehicle on the 
left without ensuring that the 
vehicle is not planning a left 
turn. It may appear that the 
driver is pulling over for you 
to pass when it is actually 
preparing to turn. You will 
drive right into its path, 
endangering yourself and the 
farmer.

- Avoid tailgating, as some 
farm equipment might have 
to make sudden stops along 
the road.

Harvest season is here

CONTRIBUTED
COLUMBIA CITY — 

The Columbia City Police 
Department released the results 
from the “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” campaign that ran 
between August 18 and Labor 
Day. According to the depart-
ment, officers made two OWI 
arrests and issued 12 citations 
during the three-week enforce-
ment period.

The focus of the campaign 
was to deter impaired driving 
and save lives. The effort 
was supported with National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) 
funds distributed by the Indiana 
Criminal Justice Institute.

“There’s no excuse for 
driving impaired, but there 
are consequences,” said Chief 
Parrett. “If you’re impaired 
by any substance, then don’t 
get behind the wheel. Even 

though the campaign is over, 
we’re always on the lookout for 
unsafe driving.”

More than 200 law enforce-
ment agencies participated 
in the statewide crackdown. 
Across Indiana, officers 
conducted extra high-vis-
ibility patrols and sobriety 
checkpoints to curb drunk 
driving, which claims the lives 
of more than 10,000 people 

Labor day ‘Drive sober’ 
campaign results in two 

arrests locally
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Motorists urged to stay alert 
to slow moving equipment


