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PHOTOS BY RAY STEUP
Chelsie Byer and Evelyn Grim look over the Snappy Snaps display.

Model tractor collector Kent Hayden looks over the vast selection at the Toy Show.

A view of the Autumn Harvest Festival Car Show from above.

Autumn 
Harvest 
Festival 
draws 

community to 
fairgrounds

Pre-1950 Division
1st 1925 Hupmobile 

(Barry and Connie Duncan)
2nd 1924 Ford TT Truck 

(Jay and Dale Bolante)
3rd 1947 International 

KB-2 (Byron Guerra)
4th 1923 Ford Bucket T 

(Ron Stefanko)

5th 1936 Ford Coup 
(Breck Walls)

1951-1959 Division
1st 1957 Chevy Bel Air 

(George Uhrick)
2nd 1955 Chevy 210 (Jeff 

Wigent)
3rd 1959 Studebaker Lark 

(Greg Keipper)

4th 1956 Plymouth Fury 
(Leta Erne)

5th 1957 Chevy Bel Air 
(Kieran Dill)

1960-1969 Division
1st 1967 Ford Mustang 

(Barry Cockeram)
2nd 1968 Chevy Chevelle 

(Robert Smith)

3rd 1969 Chevy Camaro 
Z/28 (Kent Becker)

4th 1968 Chevy Camaro 
(Ron Sparkman)

5th 1966 Dodge Coronet 
500 (Steven and Judy 
Adams)

1970-1979 Division

Autumn Harvest Festival Car 
Show winners announced

CONTRIBUTED
SOUTH WHITLEY — A 

story walk and more outdoor 
seating are things you will 
see in the coming months at 
South Whitley Community 
Public Library, thanks to 
a $12,035 grant from the 
Institute of Museum and 
Libraries Services (IMLS).

SWCPL is one of several 
libraries across the state 

to receive funds from the 
American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) of 2021 for 
projects designed to help 
them safely serve the public. 
IMLS received $178 million 
dollars through ARPA which 
it then funneled to organi-
zations across the country. 
The Indiana State Library 
earmarked nearly $3.5 
million of its total allocation 

to be distributed in sub-grants 
to Hoosier libraries. 
SWCPL’s three projects are 
funded in part with a grant 
from the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services which 
administers the Library 
Services and Technology Act.

SWCPL’s projects are 
designed to offer services to 
our community at all times.

One project is to create 

a story walk for families to 
enjoy. A story walk is a series 
of display boards that have a 
page from a story enclosed 
on each board. Parents and 
children can read the entire 
story as they walk from 
display to display. Tentative 
plans would start the walk in 
the South Whitley Town Park 

South Whitley Library receives 
grant for building upgrades

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY 
— Career and Technical 
Education is something 
to highlight at Whitley 
County Consolidated 
Schools.

During this week’s 
meeting of the WCCS 
board of trustees, 
Director of Innovation 
and Technology Jennifer 
Reiff and Talent Develop-
ment Director Lori Heuer 
shared details about 
the program and how it 
benefits the students.

“We are a compre-
hensive high school that 
offers CTE for all,” said 
Reiff. “We want to take 
the skills and knowledge 
(our students) learn in any 
of our classes and apply it 
to the real world.”

At the high school 
level, some 1,130 
students take part in CTE 
educational programs, 
something Reiff says is 
unique but an overall 
benefit. It’s part of a 
district initiative to partner 
with the community, its 
businesses and ultimately 
better prepare students for 
life after graduation.

The school takes a 
number of approaches 
to support this effort, 
and supports different 
programs in order to 
provide more educational 
opportunities to students. 
One of those ways is to 
partner with Pathways, of 
Wawasee. Currently 12 
students attend Pathways 
and receive three credits 
per semester. There, they 
gain needed certifications, 
lessons and more on 
careers they are interested 
in including manufac-
turing, culinary, automo-
tive, construction trades, 
recreational powersports, 
etc.

Something unique for 
WCCS is that it offers 
many career program 
opportunities in-house. 
These include health 
sciences (CNA), fire and 
rescue, EMT, education 
professions, welding, etc.

Many of the classes 
at the high school are 
also offered as dual 
credit, some of whom 
earn enough credit to 
complete their freshman 
year of college while in 
their senior year of high 
school. Others graduate 
with enough certifica-
tions in their desired 
field to transition into the 
workforce.

Other offerings the 
school provides are work 
based learning internships. 
This is a way to partner 
with the community, 
provide students in person 
experience in the career 
they are interested in, and 
the hope is that this will 
not only prepare them 
for the future but maybe 
even a summer job, future 
employment or scholar-
ships.

Heuer and Reiff said 
they want to continue to 
expand the CTE program, 
this time targeting new 
programming options 
for the middle school 
and even elementary 
schools. The hope is to 
allow younger students 
the chance to explore and 
introduce different careers 
to them.

Heuer shared that 
already the school has 
hosted a summer robotics 
camp, which was opened 
to both middle school 
and high school students. 
There students focused on 

Career 
education a 
benefit for 
students

This past Saturday saw 
the 2021 Autumn Harvest 
Festival at the Whitley 
County 4-H Fairgrounds. 
The day was filled with 
different activities to enjoy. 
Highlights included a Farm 
Toy Show, the annual car 
show, favorite foods like 
pecan rolls and fair ice 
cream, music entertainment, 
vendors and more

SEE CTE, PAGE A3

SEE WINNERS, PAGE A3

SEE SOUTH, PAGE A3


