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Do you have a recipe 
that is just too good not 
to share? Join us in a 
Recipe Swap. Recipes of 
all sort – from appetizers, 
dinners, sides and desserts. 
These will be featured 
in an upcoming edition 
of The Post & Mail 
and Churubusco News. 
Recipes can be sent to 
rhartman@kpcmedia.com 
or by dropping them at 
our offi ce located in the 
Whitley County Chamber 
of Commerce & Visitor’s 
Center, 128 Van Buren St. 
in Columbia City.

Send in 
your recipes

BY LINDA TINCHER
ltincher@kpcmedia.com

SOUTH WHITLEY — 
Make plans to attend the 
South Whitley “Home for 
the Holidays” downtown 
annual event on Dec. 10 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

The opening ceremony 
will set off the event in the 
park Pavilion beginning at 
5 p.m. with the arrival of 
Santa, Christmas carols and 
children’s songs.

Pictures with Santa 
will be available at the 
old (Hicks and Deaton) 
Hardware Store on State 
Street following the 
opening ceremony.

Free activities for 
children and vendors 
will be located in the 
Brownstone, the Shultz 
Center and the Hardware 
Store. The Hardware Store 
will also display The Walk 
of Trees and Gingerbread 
houses.

Families can purchase 
tickets and vote for their 
favorite for a chance to win 
a tree.

To donate a tree for 
the Walk of Trees, contact 
organizer Jennifer Krider 
at 260-609-8883 or email 
jenkrider@outlook.com. 
Tree set up will be on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
(Dec. 7 and 8) between the 
hours of 4 and 8 p.m. Call 
Krider to schedule your 
arrival time. The Walk of 
Trees will also be displayed 
on Dec. 9 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
in the Hardware Store. 
Dec. 10 festivities will be 
during the “Home for the 
Holidays” event.

Maps of the entire 
event will be available. 
All proceeds from the 
event will go to the South 
Whitley Food Bank located 
on Front Street.

Krider encourages 
families to attend this 
fun-fi lled event.

South 
Whitley 
hosting 
Home for 
Holidays 
event

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — 
Like a ripple in an ocean, an 
act of kindness, no matter 
how small, can leave a 
lasting impact. When we do 
for others we are helping 
to make a difference in 
someone else’s life and in 
our community.

The sixth grade students 
at Indian Springs Middle 
School are taking that idea 
to heart this year in a project 
they are calling “Mini 
Miracles.”

“It’s something small you 
can do to help someone,” 
explained one student.

“It’s just helping out in 
small ways,” said another.

The idea was fi rst 
sparked by sixth grade 
teacher Cori Ziliak after 
she saw a video on Youtube 
from the airline company 
WestJet. They have multiple 

videos showing the impact 
of altruism, but the video 
that struck Ziliak was 
one entitled “WestJet 
Christmas Miracle:12,000 
Mini Miracles.” In it, the 
company travels to different 
places throughout the world 
to do small acts of kindness 
for strangers.

Ziliak shared it with 
other members of staff and 
together they made a plan to 
bring the Mini Miracles idea 
to the community.

It’s taking the principle 
of “do unto others as you 
would want them to do to 
you,” noted Ziliak. “We want 
to make a difference and 
show them (our students) 
that they can too.”

The sixth grade students 
have come up with many 
ideas they plan to put into 
action through this project, 
which began Monday and 

Students doing ‘Mini Miracles’ 
to give back in a big way

Some of the 6th grade class taking part in the Mini Miracles project. Back row left to right: Teigan Wagner, 
Kayleigh Thompson, Juliana Starkey, Mya Boggs and Lucas Rumschlag. Bottom row: Trevor Sutton, Carlos 
Santiago, Titus Bemis and Coten Mock.

PHOTOS BY RACHAEL HARTMAN

Students are using trees to mark the mini miracles 
they have done. These are then put on the class wall 
for a fi nal tally on Dec. 15.

CONTRIBUTED
COLUMBIA CITY — “If 

you met Susie Sexton you 
immediately were drawn to 
her big smile and magnetic 
personality. She was truly a 
larger-than-life legend and 
one of the brightest stars in 
Whitley County,” reads a 
recent press release from the 
Whitley County Humane 
Society.

She was known for her 
storytelling and zest for life. 
After her unexpected passing 
in August, there is now a 
permanent legacy to Susie 
at the Humane Society of 
Whitley County.

Susie had many roles in 
life – daughter, wife, mother, 
teacher, professional actor 
and writer. She was also a 
staunch advocate for animal 
rights issues.

“It was only fi tting that 
memorials include her 
passion for animal welfare 
as they were directed to the 

Humane Society of Whitley 
County.”

Susie and her husband 
Don were long-time 
supporters of the shelter 
and its mission to provide 
sanctuary to homeless 
animals in Whitley County. 
Just a few years ago, Susie 
and Don adopted a bonded 
pair of hard-to-place 
labrador retrievers from 

Animal shelter room named in honor of Sexton

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Susie Sexton’s helped commemorate the room in the 
humane shelter named after her.

Susie Sexton

SEE SEXTON, PAGE A2

SEE ISMS, PAGE A2


