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STAFF REPORT
COLUMBIA CITY — 

The Autumn Harvest Festival 
is back, and will take place 
on the Whitley County 4-H 
Fairgrounds Saturday, Oct. 15.

The event is free to attend 
and free parking is available. 
All proceeds from the event 
will go to support the Whitley 
County 4-H program.

The day begins at 9 a.m.. 
Then, craft vendors will open 
their booths to the public, 
along with a flea market. Also 
beginning at 9 a.m. is the fall 
Farm Toy Show.

Registration for the annual 
car show will start at 9 a.m. 
near the Ag Museum, and the 
car show will begin at 11 a.m.

The favorite food options 
will be made available again 
this year with pecan rolls in the 
shelter house in the morning, 
followed by kettle corn and 
chili over the fire in the 
afternoon. The popular fair ice 
cream will be available, as will 
food trucks and concessions.

Throughout the day area 
performers will be providing 
entertainment at the Main 
Concessions area.

Something new to this 
year’s event is trunk or treat, 
which will be on the North 
Main Drive from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

The popular Demolition 
Derby event returns, with 
registration starting at noon. 
Gates to the Grandstand will 
open at 1 p.m. and the event 
will start at 2 p.m.

A full schedule of event 
includes:

- 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Craft 

Show and Flea Market opens 
(Commercial Building and 
Swine Barn)

- 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Farm 
Toy Show opens (4-H Center)

- 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.: Car 
Show registration (Porch of Ag 
Museum)

- 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.: Food 
trucks and concessions open 
(Main drive below the hill)

- 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Shelter 
House opens

- 9 a.m.: Pecan Roll Sale 
(Whitley County Ag Museum)

- 9:15 a.m.: Alayna Trier 
performs (Main Concessions)

- 10 a.m.: Lang Morgan/
Cadence Acoustic performs 
(Main Concessions)

- 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.: Archery 
Club Bow and Arrow shoot

- 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.: Bounce 
House

- 10:45 a.m.: Bent 290 
performs (Main Concessions)

- 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.: Car 
Show exhibit

- 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.: Trunk 
or Treat (North Main Drive)

- 11 a.m.: Kettle Corn 
(Shelterhouse)

- 11 a.m.: Chili over the 
open fire (Shelterhouse)

- 11:30 a.m.: Gene Fugate 
(Main Concessions)

- Noon: Weigh-in for pedal 
pull (Swine Barn)

- Noon to 1:30 p.m.: 
Demolition Derby registration 
(Farm Bureau Stage/Pit Area)

- 12:15 p.m.: Big Meow 
performs (Main Concessions)

- 1 p.m.: Pedal Pull (Swine 
Barn)

- 1 p.m.: Jody Senseny 
performs (Main Concessions)

- 1 p.m.: Gates open 

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — 
A decision to bring fiber 
internet to rural Whitley 
County was postponed again 
last week after the meeting of 
the Whitley County Council.

Last month the decision 
was postponed by the 
council, who sought a formal 
ordinance be presented 
to them. At that time a 
proposal was made by 
SURF Broadband Solutions 
to initially connect 757 
households in the county, 
and they were seeking a local 
match from the county in the 
investment.

This past week SURF 
CEO Gene Crusie appeared 

before the Whitley County 
Commissioners and 
County Council to present 
a new proposal, part of an 
ordinance outlining plans for 
the county’s ARPA funds it 
had received.

Crusie shared that SURF 
was pursuing a Federal 
Middle Mile Grant in the 
amount of $5.2 million. 
Along with it, SURF would 
commit $3.3 million of its 
own money to the project and 
was requesting a commit-
ment of $1.7 in county ARPA 
dollars.

It was important, Crusie 
said, for the county to show 
its commitment in order to 
score highly on the grant 
application. He said having 

a local match could add 15 
points. Crusie said the local 
match would be “a great 
opportunity for Whitley 
County.”

In the application would 
be several letters of support 
for the project, including 
one from Governor Eric 
Holcomb.

In total, the funds would 
equal $10.5 million, and 
would fund multiple aspects 
of the project. Crusie outlined 
a plan to route 195 miles 
of fiber in Whitley County, 
some hanging on utility poles 
in partnership with local 
providers, and other lines 
underground.

CONTRIBUTED
NEW HAVEN — In their 

first match of the season, the 
Columbia City High School 
Spell Bowl team got off to a 
great start winning the New 
Haven High School Spell 
Bowl Invitational. Columbia 
City was one of five other 
Northeast Indiana schools 
competing, Monday, October 
10.

Columbia City scored 
59 out of a total 90 words 
to clinch a first place finish. 
A tie-breaker led Leo High 
School to a second place 
finish with a 52, along with 
Bishop Dwenger High 
School in third place also 
with a 52. Bishop Luers 
High School placed fourth 
with 48 and Snider High 
School ended the night with 
eight points in fifth place.

Spelling for Columbia 

City were Ava Rowe, 
Madison Anderson, Aiden 
Grimble, Dorian Anderson, 
Jordan Potter, Ava Harrison, 
Brie Montel, Jayden Jones, 
Joel Yager and Noble Hinen. 
The team spelled seven of 
their 10 challenge words 
correctly (which is the last 
word in each round) – words 
such as schizophrenic, 
vibrancy and whataboutism.

Other team members not 
competing at New Haven 
were Brandon Jones, Hope 
Lang, Daniel Mullett and 
Kayla Ruble. The team is 
assisted by Carol Wyatt, 
Braille Transcriptionist.

Noble Hinen was 
awarded a certificate for 
having a perfect round, 
spelling all nine words in his 
round correctly. This was his 
first perfect round in his high 
school career. Jordan Potter 

and Brie Montel each won a 
certificate for a near-perfect 
round, spelling eight of their 
nine words correctly. The 
senior division competition 
is run in 10 rounds of nine 
words each. High School 
teams around the state have 
been studying a list of 2,198 
words, which students write 
down in competition, unlike 
a spelling bee where the 
words are spelled out loud.

The Columbia City team 
has been NE8 conference 
champs the past seven years 
and have advanced to the 
state finals the past seven 
years as well. The team of 
14 students is coached by 
Dennis Beckner, who is in 
his eighth year coaching the 
high school team. Beckner 
is also in his 18th year as 
coach of the Indian Springs 
Spell Bowl team.

Autumn Harvest 
Festival returns Oct. 15

CONTRIBUTED

The Commercial Building will host craft and local 
vendors at the Autumn Harvest Festival.

CONTRIBUTED

The annual car show is a big draw to the Autumn 
Harvest Festival.

Decision on county internet 
postponed to November

CCHS Spell Bowl starts 
season with a win

CONTRIBUTED

The Columbia City High School Spell Bowl team finished in first place at the New 
Haven Invitational. Pictured from left are: (First row) Brie Montel, Jayden Jones, Ava 
Rowe and Mrs. Carol Wyatt; (Second row) Madison Anderson, Dorian Anderson, Ava 
Harrison and Brandon Jones; (Third row) Aiden Grimble, Jordan Potter, Joel Yager, 
Noble Hinen and Coach Dennis Beckner.
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