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COLUMBIA CITY – 

The Columbia City Police 
Department will be out 
in full force this spring to 
ensure that students remain 
safe when traveling to and 
from school. Over the next 
couple of weeks, offi cers 
will be positioned along bus 
routes and in school zones 
where they will be on high 
alert for stop-arm violations, 
speeding and other forms of 
reckless driving.

The overtime patrols 
are part of the State’s Stop 
Arm Violation Enforcement 
(SAVE) program and funded 
with National Highway 
Traffi c Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA) grants 
administered by the Indiana 
Criminal Justice Institute 
(ICJI).

“Every time you see a 
bus, slow down, be ready to 
stop and watch for children,” 
said Chief Parrett. “If the 
overhead lights fl ash red and 
the stop arm extends, you 
are required by law to stop. 
Under no circumstances, 
should you speed up in an 
attempt to beat the bus. 
That’s beyond reckless and 
puts every child boarding or 
exiting the bus in danger.”

The department joins 
more than 200 police 
agencies for the spring 
enforcement campaign, as 
part of an ongoing effort to 
prevent reckless driving in 
school zones and around 
buses. Last year alone, more 
than 2,700 drivers were cited 
for stop-arm violations by 
Indiana law enforcement, 
according to ICJI.

To address this, offi cers 
will be conducting high-vis-
ibility patrols in the morning 
and afternoon hours along 
routes identifi ed in cooper-
ation with local bus drivers 
and school transportation 
offi cials.

“School buses have 
several highly visible indica-
tors to let drivers know 
when to stop,” said Devon 
McDonald, ICJI Executive 
Director. “The only way 
you’re going to miss those—
the activated stop arm and 
fl ashing lights—is if you’re 
on your phone or not paying 
attention to the road. That 
choice can be deadly.”

As part of the campaign, 
the department is urging 
motorists to slow down, pay 
attention to the road and to 
never pass a bus that has its 

CC Police 
adding 
patrols to 
enhance 
bus safety

SEE PATROLS, PAGE A3
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Current Columbia 

Township Trustee Mike 
Myers wishes to announce 
he is running for reelection in 
this year’s primary.

Myers is a lifelong Whitley 
County resident and farmer in 
southwest Columbia

Township, raising cattle, 

Myers running 
for re-election as 
township trustee

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Mike Myers running for re-election as Columbia 
Township Trustee.

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY 
— It had been two years 
since The Center for 
Whitley County Youth’s 
benefi t cook-off fundraiser 
due to the pandemic, but 
Thursday evening, April 
21, it was as is no time had 
passed. Friends, family 
and supporters of the local 
youth organization shared, 
stories, laughs and enjoyed 
good food all in support 
of the young people in the 
community.

In total, 412 guests fi lled 
the First Church of God for 
the event. This is the largest 
fundraiser for The Center, 
and each donation made 
at the event is matched by 
other donation and grant 
dollars. In total, this year’s 
event raised $38,630.41, 
as reported on The Center 
for Whitley County Youth’s 
Facebook page.

The Center has been 
around since the mid-2000’s 
that, as stated on the thecen-
tercc.com website, promotes 
“youth development 
through service, outreach, 
and collaboration with 
like-minded youth-serving 
organizations.”

The Center offers 
after-school, weekend and 
summer programs in all 
parts of Whitley County, 
including Columbia 
City, South Whitley and 

Churubusco. Programs range 
from youth ministry, meals, 
fi eld trips, mentorships, 
group discussions, tutoring 
and more.

“The Center is incredibly 
good stewards of the gifts 
you give,” said Andy More, 
emcee of the evening. “This 
organization is getting ahead 
of the problems (youth face) 
and going out and making 
investments and relation-
ships with kids. They are 
making investments in kids 
so they have a better future, 
and the result of what they 
are doing is so we don’t 
have those problems in the 

Community gives back in big 
way during Center’s Cook-Off

The Center’s Executive Director Jeff Wike presents the 
award for Best Appetizer to Chapman’s.
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Staff of each restaurant prep the plates that will be served during the Cook-Off.

STAFF REPORT
The Whitko Jr./Sr. High 

School has announced 
the 2022 valedication and 
salutatorian for the gradua-
tion class.

Valedictorian this year is 
Shoshana Sakara Keim, of 
Warsaw. She is the child of 
Bryan and Connie Keim.

High school activities 
Keim took part in included 
dance lessons at Lee Anne 
Steward Dance School, 
she was the Boys Tennis 
Manager, a member of 
National Honor Societ and 
Vice-President of FFA.

Shoshana plans to attend 
Purdue University to study 

biochemistry.
Salutatorian for the 

Class of 2022 is Danielle 
Joy Schuman, of Columbia 
City. She is the daughter of 
Priscilla and the late Keith 
Schuman.

Activities in high school 
included 4-H, archery, 
tennis, Whitko Gospel Choir, 
National Honor Society, 
STEM, Student Council and 
Kid’s Connect.

Danielle is building 
a photography business, 
and plans to attend Grace 
College to study accounting.

Whitko’s graduation 
ceremony will be June 3 at 
6:30 p.m. in the gymnasium.

Whitko’s val/sal 
is announced

Danielle Schuman — 
Whitko 2022 Salutatorian

Shoshana Keim — Whitko 
2022 Valedictorian

SEE COOK OFF, PAGE A2

SEE MYERS, PAGE A3


