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LARWILL – The Whitko 
Community School Corpora-
tion (WCSC) board of 
trustees opened this week’s 
meeting with a preliminary 
determination hearing on 
a proposed construction 
project.

The purpose of this 
hearing was explained by 
WCSC Superintendent 
Timothy Pivarnik.

“Pursuant to Indiana 
Code 20-26-7-37, before 
the school corporation can 
spend more than $1 Million 
dollars for building repair, or 
alter a school building that 
will be financed by lease or 
bonds, it must hold a public 
hearing at which explana-
tions of the potential value 
of the project to the school 
corporation and community 
are given,” Pivarnik said. 
“These public hearings and 
adoption resolutions are the 
very beginning of the legal 
process.”

Pivarnik said the bond 
issue is for student needs 
and school facilities. The 
Whitko Junior Senior High 
School (WJSHS) track and 
tennis courts are in dire need 
of repair and are currently 
unable to be utilized.

“Outside of that, there 
are some inside stuff that 
we would like to look at 
possibly doing,” Pivarnik 
said, “Part of that would be 

looking at our gym floor to 
see what condition it is in. 
The gym floor was replaced 
in the mid 1990s.”

Pivarnik also said it 
would be great to have an 
outside locker room for 
athletic sports held outside.

“These are much needed 
updates which could 
possibly be used in this bond 
issue,” Pivarnik said. “Bonds 
are used for public schools 
for facility updates.”

Costs for these desired 
projects is expected to be 
around $3.5 million, but 
officials hope it will be 
lower. This will not be 
determined until bidding 
begins. They expect to 
receive bids next year, and 
that will help determine the 
final and official bond.

Pivarnik addressed board 
members and attendees that 
it is an obligation to provide 
the students of WCSC with 
the facilities they deserve to 
have, both inside and outside 
of the building.

“For the sake of our 
students, I would like to urge 
the board tonight to directly 
advocate for our students 
and please vote yes (on the 
bond).”

The board voted 3-2 to 
adopt the preliminary bond 
resolution. Board Vice-Pres-
ident Bill Patrick and 
Member Georgia Tenney 
voted against the bond 

Whitko school 
board looks at 
bond for high 
school updates

LINDA TINCHER

The Whitko Jr./Sr. High School tennis courts are one of 
the many areas the school would like to see repairs on.

STAFF REPORT
COLUMBIA CITY — 

A former Columbia City 
priest made his first appear-
ance in Whitley County 

court this 
week.

David 
S. 
Huneck, 
31, was 
booked 
into the 
Whitley 
County 

Jail on 
Oct. 8 and 

later released that day on a 
$41,000 ten percent bond. 
He appeared in Whitley 
Superior Court Wednesday 
afternoon.

Huneck is facing 
charges for child seduction, 
sexual battery, battery, 
furnishing alcohol to a 
minor and contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor, 
two of which are felonies 
and the rest misdemeanors.

Huneck previously 
served the St. Paul of the 
Cross Catholic Church, as 
well as chaplain for Bishop 
Dwenger High School in 
Fort Wayne. He is currently 
not appearing in public 
service for the church.

It is alleged that the 
charges are the result 
of two incidents, one of 
which occurred in June and 
the other in September, 
involving two young 

women ages 19 and 17.
At Wednesday’s 

hearing, a not guilty plea 
was entered, and Huneck 
was reminded that the no 
contact order for the two 
alleged victims in the case 
was being maintained. 
Superior Court Judge 
Douglas Fahl recused 
himself from the case, 
citing he attends services 
at the Catholic church 
in town. Judge Fahl 
indicated the circuit court 
judge is also a practicing 
Catholic. A special judge 
is expected to be brought 
in.

Huneck will appear in 
court again for a pretrial 
conference Nov. 16.

Huneck in court 
for initial hearing

David Huneck

CONTRIBUTED
COLUMBIA CITY —The 

Columbia City Church of 
the Brethren is celebrating 
60 years of ministry with 
a special worship service 
Sunday, October 17 at 10 a.m. 
The worship will also be 
available live on the church’s 
Facebook page and later that 
day on the church’s YouTube 
channel. Following worship 
will be an outdoor reception 
and an all-church photo at 
11:30 a.m.

The congregation was 
established in early 1961 to 
provide a congregation in 
the city limits. Many of the 
founding members came from 
the Blue River Church of the 
Brethren in northern Whitley 
County. In September 1961, 
78 people became charter 
members of the new congre-
gation. Sunday’s worship 
will recognize the remaining 
living charter members: 
Dixie Alexander, Paul and 
Carol Burkett, Connie Copp, 
Roedean Dowell, Dean 
Shearer and Jean Shumaker.

The building on the corner 
of Washington and Jackson 
streets was purchased from 
the First Church of God, 
which was moving to a new 
facility on North Main Street. 
The building remains the 

CC Church of the Brethren 
celebrating 60 years

PHOTO SUBMITTED

This graphic, designed by Stephanie Bradbury, shows 
the church from 1961 to what it looks like today.SEE WHITKO, PAGE A2 SEE CC, PAGE A2

CONTRIBUTED
The following Whitko 

Community School students 
have been named Student of 
the Month for October 2021.

Jordyn Leininger
Jordyn Leininger is the 

Whitko senior high student 
of the month.

“Jordyn excels academ-
ically. She works hard to 
get the most out of her 
education. She is helpful to 
other students and Jordyn 
always has a smile on her 
face.”

Jordyn, a junior, 
was nominated by WJSHS 
principal Amy Evans.

Ella Thomas
Whitko’s junior high 

student of the month 
is Ella Thomas. She is an 
eighth grader.

Participates in class; 
most always has work done; 

willing 
to take a risk to answer a 
question; will work with a 
partner or by herself with no 
argument; quick smile and 

delightful engagement.
Ella was nominated 

by teacher Mike 
Hanback.

Keeli Dennis
Keeli Dennis is 

the Whitko Career 
Academy Student of 
the Month. She is a 
freshman.

“Keeli is a very bright 
student. She always turns in 
her work on time and with 
a level of accuracy. She is 

Whitko names October students of the month

Ella ThomasJordyn Leininger Keeli Dennis Abigail NealHannah Bingham

SEE WHITKO, PAGE A2


