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STAFF REPORT
Anthony E. Custer, 50, 

of Fort Wayne, appeared in 
court for a change of plea and 
sentencing hearing.

He pled guilty to dealing 
methamphetamine, a Level 2 
felony.

Custer had previously been 
in court in December, where 
he was sentenced to 35 years 
for attempted murder and 
conspiracy to commit murder. 
This sentence was ordered 
to be served at the Indiana 
Department of Corrections.

The change of plea hearing 
this week was the result of 
charges prior to that case, 
but since Custer had already 
completed a pre-sentence 
investigation report for the 
other case, it was decided to 
move forward with sentencing.

Custer was sentenced to 
10 years to be served at the 
Indiana Department of Correc-
tions. The sentence was made 
consecutive to Custer’s prior 
conviction.

Also in court for a change 
of plea hearing was Cody A. 
Geise, 43, of Columbia City.

He pled guilty to dealing 
methamphetamine, a Level 5 
felony.

If the judge accepts the 
plea agreement made between 
Geise and the state, he could 
face a sentence of four 
years with three years to be 
executed.

Geise will appear in court 
for a sentencing hearing on 
Feb. 7.

Junew Zachery, 40, of St. 
Josep, Mo., pled guilty to 
carrying a handgun without a 
license, a Level 5 felony.

If the court accepts his plea 
agreement Zachery could face 
a sentence of three years with 
up to one year executed in jail.

He will appear in court 
again on Feb. 7 for a 
sentencing hearing.

Lastly in court was Skyler 
L. Greeno, 19, of Fort Wayne.

He pled guilty to burglary 
as a Level 5 felony. He could 
face a sentence of five years 
with up to three years incarcer-
ated.

Greeno will appear in court 
Feb. 14 to be sentenced.

Several 
in court 
for 
change 
of plea 
hearings
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The first baby born in Whitley County is a boy, as 
revealed in a recent release from Parkview Whitley 
Hospital. Atlas Reid was born Jan. 1 at 1:26 a.m. He 
weighed in at eight pounds and 12 oz.

It’s a boy!

CONTRIBUTED
INDIANAPOLIS — The 

first ever Coolest Thing 
Made in Indiana tournament 
has officially tipped off with 
online voting now open. 
The Indiana Chamber of 
Commerce contest, which 
celebrates the state’s long 
manufacturing history, 
boasts a 65-company 
field. Nearly 50 Hoosier 

communities in 35 counties 
are represented.

Online voting for the 
competition takes place at 
www.indianachamber.com/
coolestthing.

Entered companies face 
off in a single-elimina-
tion bracket format with 
winners chosen through 
public fan voting. Each 

Voting open in Indiana 
Chamber’s Coolest Thing 
Made in Indiana contest
Total of 65 
Companies 
in Field From 
Nearly 50 
Communities
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WOLF LAKE— Merry 

Lea Environmental Learning 
Center of Goshen College’s 
fourth annual Michiana 
Regional Seed Swap has 

been postponed to Saturday, 
February 19, 2022 to ensure 
that participants can attend 
safely in person.

Michiana residents 
can connect with fellow 

gardeners and plant enthusi-
asts at this networking 
and educational event to 
exchange and learn about 
seeds. Participants can 

Merry Lea’s Michiana 
regional seed swap postponed

FORT WAYNE — The 
boys and girls bowling 
teams for Columbia City 
High School have been 
going strong, and after 
a recent competition are 
moving on to regionals.

Both teams competed 
last week in the sectional 
round at Thunderbowl and 
Pro Bowl.

The boys bowling 
team ended as Sectional 
Champions, beating 
out Homestead, who 
placed second, and Bishop 
Dwenger, who placed third.

The girls team placed 
third in their tournament. 
Coming in first place was 
Snider followed by Bishop 
Dwenger in second.

The regional competition 
will take place this coming 
weekend in Richmond, Ind.

The teams are all 
advancing, but individuals 
from both teams will be 
presenting individuals to 
compete at regionals as well.

From the girls team 

competing will be Senior 
Natalie Weimer, Freshman 
Isabelle Landis and 
Sophomore Mackenzie 
Miller. Advancing from 
the boys team are Junior 
Drew Radosevich, Junior 
Cameron Hyser and 
Sophomore Xander Ogden.

Other news of note from 
the sectional competition, 

CCHS bowlers advancing to regionals

Girls Team 3rd place Regional Qualifiers L to R: (Back 
row) Mackenzie Miller, Jordyn Studebaker, Natalie 
Weimer, (Front Row) Isabelle Landis, Thalia Gaerte, 
McKenna Simmons

Jordyn Studebaker is 
presented the Bowler of 
the Year award.

Boys Sectional Champions Team L to R: Coach Randy Bufkin, Andrew Radosevich, Cameron Hyser, Maddux 
Foust, Gavin Good, Dalen Johnson, Xander Ogden, Aydin Good, Coach Jeff Hinen.
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Individuals Regional Qualifiers L to R: Mackenzie Miller, Isabelle Landis, Natalie Weimer, Andrew Radosevich, 
Cameron Hyser
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