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Leaha and Piper Meinika had the Roy G Vib Creative Bus at the market with 
free craft activities for kids .

The Whitley County Farmer’s Market is 
always a draw for the community, bringing 
together residents from around the area. 
Local vendors sell produce and other 
goods. This past Saturday saw even more 
in the downtown Columbia City area with a 
special raffle. Each of the vendors donated 
their products. Attendees to the event then 

purchased raffle tickets to win the prizes. 
All proceeds from the raffle donated to 
Mission 25 in Whitley County. in the end 
$300 was raised. A special surprise that 
will be at the remaining farmer’s markets 
this year is a creative bus, owned by Roy G 
Biv. It will be offering free craft projects for 
kids and adults to do each Saturday.

Whitley County Farmer’s Market draws 
crowds and raises money for local nonprofit

Carrie Henry and daughter Eliza help a customer select flowers.

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
COLUMBIA CITY — 

The Lord’s Acre Festival 
returns to Whitley County 
Sept. 18.

It will take place at 
Etna United Methodist 
Church, 4255 W. 750 N. 
in Columbia City.

The Lord’s Acre 
Festival is a project that 
began in the 1930s. It 
was a way for farmers 
to support one another 
and the community. They 
would donate one acre 
of their crops to those in 
need, which is where the 
Lord’s Acre name comes 
from.

This project was 
started in Whitley County 
in 1949. It began in Etna 
and was led by Rev. 
Albert Rider. It became 
a way for local farmers 
to celebrate the year’s 
harvest. The festival 
was discontinued after 
1961, but was revived 
in 2015 by Pastor Jerry 
Burghduff.

The event is a partner-
ship between Etna United 
Methodist Church, West 
Point Trinity United 
Methodist Church, West 
Etna Church, Salem 
Community Church, 
Thorncreek Bethel 
Church of God, Big Lake 
Church of God and Troy 
Presbyterian Church.

It is held each year as 
a way to raise funds for 
the Boomerang Backpack 
program. Donations are 
used to pay for food that 

Lord’s Acre 
festival to 
take place  

this Satruday

South Whitley Fall Festival 
brings community together

The South Whitley and surrounding communities 
came together to enjoy the many activities offered 
during the South Whitley Fall Festival. Along with 
a midway offering food and games, attendees 
enjoyed a car show, tug of war competition, kiddie 

king and queen contest, parade, and more. The 
highlight event for the town is the Bed Races, an 
event that coined South Whitley as the “Bed Race 
Capitol of the World.”

RACHAEL HARTMAN

The South Whitley and surrounding communities came together to enjoy the many activities offered during 
the South Whitley Fall Festival. Along with a midway offering food and games, attendees enjoyed a car 
show, tug of war competition, kiddie king and queen contest, parade, and more. The highlight event for the 
town is the Bed Races, an event that coined South Whitley as the “Bed Race Capitol of the World.”
The Cleveland Township Fire Department competed in the Bed Races at the South Whitley Fall Festival, 
racing against the police department for charity.

SEE FESTIVAL, PAGE A6

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
COLUMBIA CITY — 

The city of Columbia City 
is considering redistricting, 
as discussed this week 
during the Common Council 
meeting.

Mayor Ryan Daniel 
presented the idea to the 
council, adding a committee 
had been created that was 
taking a closer look at how to 
make redistricting possible.

“Our community has 
grown and some districts have 
grown more than others,” 
the mayor noted. A possible 
solution, to balance out these 
areas for equal representation 
by members of the council, 
would be to redistrict.

Also part of that discussion 
is balancing voting precincts 
within what could be potential 
new district boundaries, a 
discussion that has been going 
on with the county. Part of 
this challenge, too, is making 
sure these precincts balance 
out and, ideally, would not 
split districts into different 
precincts.

As additional information 
for the council to consider, 
the law is changing which 
would allow cities under a 
certain population to change 
from a four to one model of 
council representation to a 
three to two model. For years, 
Columbia City has had a four 
to one model. This means 
there are four members of 
the Common Council that 
represent the four districts of 
the city – north, south, east 
and west. The last member 
of the council represents the 
entire city.

The model change would 
make three members of 
the council represent three 
districts of the city with 
another two being at-large, 
representing the entire city.

No decision on this issue 
was made at the council 
meeting. Instead, council was 

asked to consider what action 
they would like to take and 
whether they would want to 
change the representation 
model. The hope is to have a 
consensus on what direction 
the city would like to take by 
the next council meeting on 
Sept. 28.

If, at that time, the council 
decides to move forward with 
the changes it will give time 
for the county to have the 
voting precincts in order this 
year, in time for next year’s 
election.

In other council news, 
Director of Whitley County 
Emergency Management 
Agency Amy Biggs appeared 
before the council requesting 
a resolution from the city 
as part of the adoption of a 
Whitley County Multi-Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.

This plan, she shared, 
is a requirement of FEMA 
(Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency). Its purpose is 
to evaluate the county as a 
whole, its towns and cities, 
then considers the threats and 
hazards for each community, 
where those biggest threats 
are and what options are in 
place for those hazards to be 
mitigated.

“It evaluates our risks, 
our resources and makes a 
determination into areas for 
improvement that can be 
made,” Biggs said.

By having a resolution, 
the city would be eligible for 
fund reimbursements in the 
event disaster does strike.

She shared the example in 
2008 when snow levels taxed 
county resources. Biggs said 
once the event had reached 
a “disaster level,” the county 
was able to recoup some 
of the costs of employee 
overtime, fuel for vehicles etc.

The city attorney will look 
into writing up a resolution 
for the town to vote on at its 
next meeting.

City’s Common Council 
considers redistricting


