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STAFF REPORT
COLUMBIA CITY — A 

Fort Wayne man has been 
charged with child molesta-
tion, amongst other charges.

Todd E. Samra, 53, 
faces the charge as a Level 
1 felony, along with two 
counts of child solicitation, 
both as Level 4 felonies. He 
appeared in Whitley County 
Circuit Court for an initial 
hearing on the charges.

It’s alleged the incidents 
occurred in August of this 
year when Samra would 
have used a computer 
network to contact the 
victim who was under 14 
years of age.

If Samra is found guilty, 
he could face a potential 
sentence between 20 and 
40 years for the Level 1 
felony and between two 
and 12 years for the Level 4 
felonies.

Samra will appear in 
court again Oct. 24 at 9 a.m. 
for a pretrial conference.

Also in court for an 
initial hearing was Joshua 
C. Treesh, 40, of Fort 
Wayne. He is charged 
with two counts of rape, 
Level 3 felonies; sexual 
battery, a Level 6 felony; 
two counts of domestic 
battery, Level 6 felonies; and 
criminal mischief, a Class A 
misdemeanor.

The incidents are alleged 
to have occurred between 
Sept. 9-10 of this year.

If found guilty, a Level 
3 felony carries a potential 
sentence between three and 
16 years, a Level 6 felony 
has a sentence between six 
months and 2.5 years and a 
Class A misdemeanor up to 
one year.

Treesh will be in court 
again for a pretrial confer-
ence Oct. 24 at 8:30 a.m.

Derek M. Grim, 32, of 
North Webster, is being 
charged with battery causing 
serious bodily injury, a Level 

5 felony. The incident is 
alleged to have occurred on 
Aug. 31 this year.

If found guilty, Grim 
could face a sentence 
between one and six years. 
Grim will be in court again 
Oct. 24 at 8:30 a.m. for a 
pretrial conference.

Fort Wayne man charged 
with child molestation 
and solicitation
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SOUTH WHITLEY — 
A town tradition returns 
to South Whitley with the 
annual Fall Festival.

The fall festival got its 
start in 1975, but it came to 
an end in 2009 due to a lack 
of volunteers. The festival 
was revitalized in 2016 and 
continues on strong.

The 2022 festival will 
take place Sept. 29 through 
Oct. 2. Each day will have 
different events to enjoy. 
One of the highlights of 
the entire festival is the 
Bed Race. The event drew 
racers from all over the area 
to compete. It even earned 
South Whitley the name 
“Bed Race Capital of the 
World.”

Something new to this 
year’s event will be the Bake 
Off, which will take place at 
9 a.m. on Saturday. Catego-

ries will include pies, cakes 
and cookies. First prize will 
be $25 in each category and 
$15 will go to the second 
prize winners.

Registration forms for the 
Bake Off, along with several 
other events occurring over 
the weekend can be found 
on the South Whitley Fall 
Festival Facebook page. A 
full calendar can be found at 
swfallfestival.com.

The schedule of events is 
as follows:

Thursday, Sept. 29
- 6 p.m.: Kiddie King and 

Queen Contest (Gazebo)
Friday, Sept. 30
- 5 p.m.: Lasagna Dinner 

(AMVETS Post 2919)
- 6 p.m.: Sounds of the 

Big Bands (LeBrun Park)
- 7 p.m.: Community 

Square Dancing on State 
(State Street)

South Whitley Fall 
Festival returns 
this weekend

SEE FALL, PAGE A2

RACHAEL HARTMAN

Friday, Sept. 23 saw Whitko celebrate its Homecoming. A parade kicked off the 
evening, traveling down Mulberry Street to the high school. The game had the 
Wildcats take on the Tippecanoe Valley Vikings. During halftime, attendees watched 
this year’s Whitko Marching Band perform. Whitko also crowned its Homecoming 
King and Queen Alex Yohe and Abbi Frank (pictured above). This year’s Prince and 
Princess are Ethan Yates and Amy Brown.

Whitko crowns Homecoming King and Queen

BY FROM STAFF REPORTS
Twenty-five marching 

bands were in step Saturday 
at the Carroll High School 
Charger Pride Challenge of 
Bands.

From Eastside sounding 
the first note at 2 p.m. to the 
host band at 10 p.m., the 
festival held to its carefully 
calculated schedule.

A corps of volunteers 
including band parents, 
alumni and students guided 
bands through six steps 
before waving them onto the 

field to set up for competi-
tion. A separate regiment 
of volunteers assisted with 
parking and concessions.

Carroll Principal Cleve 
Million said the full day of 
activity went smoothly. “I 
thought we had a great night. 
We had great weather. The 
community rallied about. 
The parents were awesome. 
The crowd was awesome. 
The bands did a great job. 
You couldn’t ask for a better 
night to do this,” he said.

“For this being the second 

time doing it, I thought it 
went very, very well,” he 
continued.

“Our parents did a 
great job of pitching in 
and helping out. We had 
grandparents that are 
pitching in. We have alumni 
who are coming back.

“We’re excited and 
looking forward to the 
ISSMA Regionals coming 
up in a couple weeks.”

Judges awarded scores 

Challenge of Bands 
is team effort

GARTH SNOW

The Columbia City Marching Eagles compete in Scholastic A at the Carroll 
Challenge of Bands.

SEE BANDS, PAGE A2


