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COLUMBIA CITY 
— An agreement is being 
considered between the city 
and Whitley County Consol-
idated Schools to run a water 
main to Northern Heights 
Elementary School.

It was discussed this 
week during the Columbia 
City Board of Works and 
Safety meeting.

Water has been an 
issue for the school in 
the past, and Columbia 
City Mayor Ryan Daniel 
shared the school district 
had approached the city to 
extend to that property. That 
partnership is still being 
worked out, but first steps 

for the city is to conduct a 
study to figure out how to 
bring their lines to Northern 
Heights.

“We need to have 
engineering done because 
we need to know how our 
system would work out 
there,” said the mayor.

An overview submitted to 
the city regarding the scope 
of the project considers 
building “approximately 
23,200 LF 12-inch diameter 
water main extension from 
Longfellow Boulevard to 
Northern Heights in Whitley 
County along Ind. 109, as 
well as hydrants, valves and 
a pressure booster station.”

More specifics and what 
the project will include will 

become more clear as a 
study is completed.

To complete this work, it 
was approved to work with 
Engineering Resources, Inc. 
at a cost of $228,800.

Along with this project, 
the city is pursuing grant 
dollars through the State 
Revolving Fund. A require-
ment of the grant is to have 
engineering services which 
would analyze the situation 
and voice a need for the 
work to be completed. It was 
noted that doing the study 
now, and if the project is 
awarded funding, will allow 
construction to begin without 
a delay. The board approved 

City considering extending 
water lines to Northern Heights
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COLUMBIA CITY 
— Results are in from a 
survey seeking the public’s 
thoughts on bringing 
chickens into the city 
limits.

The subject had 
been discussed and not 
approved in the past, 
but came up again in an 
August Common Council 
meeting after residents 
voiced support of allowing 
homeowners to raise 
chickens in the city.

The council wanted 
to get further public 
comment, and a survey was 
published via social media 
for the public to vote and 
leave comments. Specific 

comments were not shared, 
but responses to the 
multiple choice questions 
were.

Columbia City Mayor 
Ryan Daniel noted 520 
people took the survey, 28 
of whom were disqualified 
for not living in the city 
and the rest self-identifying 
as city residents.

Among those who 
responded, 25 percent said 
they did not want chickens, 
37 percent said they would 
support having chickens 
with limitations and 36 
percent said they would 
support it.

If the ordinance would 
be approved, residents were 

Responses are in regarding 
city and chickens
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COLUMBIA CITY 
— Thursday, Oct. 13 saw 
residents within the Whitley 
County Consolidated School 
district attend a candidate 
forum at Columbia City 
High School.

In total there are two 
open seats up for voting in 
Columbia City, one position 
open for Columbia Township 
and one for Thorncreek 
Township. Any registered 
voters who live in the WCCS 
district can vote for these 
positions.

Candidates Sharon 
Simmons (Columbia 
Township), James Schortgen 
(Columbia Township), 
Katherine Method (Columbia 
City) and Cynthia Jo 
Franklin Kumfer (Columbia 
City) were not in attendance.

Candidates for Columbia 
City who were in attendance 
were Michael Malcolm, 
Heather Shively and Bryan 
Smethers. In attendance 
and running for Columbia 
Township were Ronald 
Schweyer, Dr. Trenton Shoda 
and David Smith. Candidates 
running for Thorncreek 
Township are Mary Ann 
Schaefer and Lindsey Smith.

Q: Please introduce 
yourself, share what 
motivates you to be a school 
board member and what 
qualifies you?

Malcolm: I’m a retired 
teacher. Taught for Wawasee 
Community Schools for 
over 20 years. Taught AP 
biology, biology and middle 
school science. I currently 
work with the Whitley 
County Health Department 
as the Weights and Measures 
Inspector. I‘ve been active 
in the community for a 
long time, lived here for 

over 30 years. I was on the 
Columbia City Park Board 
for a long time and I just 
finished a 10-year stint on 
the Columbia City Tree 
Board. During my teaching 
career I was lucky enough 
to work with some good 
superintendents and school 
boards, and I saw when you 
have a functional school 
board positive energy would 
flow through its teachers, 
students and parents. I’ve 
also worked for some not 
so good school boards and 
superintendents, and saw it 
was just the opposite. I was 
also the Chief Negotiator for 
the Teacher’s Association for 
20 years, and in doing that 

one of the things that really 
qualifies me to run for school 
board is I have worked on 
school budgets. I’ve worked 
personally with boards and 
superintendents and went 
through all the budgeting 
items to try and get raises 
for teachers. I was always an 
advocate for teachers, while 
being fiscally responsible.

Shively: I’m from 
Whitley County. I grew up in 
Merriam, near Churubusco, 
but I made my home base 
here now. I was a teacher 
for nearly 10 years in 
Whitley County Consoli-
dated Schools at Little Turtle 
Elementary School. I taught 
kindergarten for five years 

and first grade for four, and 
I was very involved as a 
teacher. Very committed, 
I loved my job. I was able 
to lead Student Council for 
several years, and just got 
actively involved in that way 
with the community because 
that is a passion of mine. 
Myself, and several other 
teachers, were at the ground 
level in building the Kinder-
garten Countdown program, 
where kids going into 
kindergarten who needed 
that extra support we were 
able to build a program for 
them. About two years ago, I 
started feeling like my voice 
wasn’t being heard when 
I tried to advocate for my 

students and when I tried to 
advocate for my colleagues. 
So by stepping away I felt 
like I could use my voice 
in a better way in order to 
voice my concerns for my 
colleagues, and also advocate 
for my students.

Smethers: I have been a 
resident for Whitley County 
for most of my life. I moved 
here in fifth grade. I am 
married to my lovely wife 
Danielle for 10 years, and 
we have two children. My 
daughter is nine and my 
son is four, so I will have 
two children in the district. 
I have a vested interest in 
seeing the district grow and 
succeed so it can be a place 
where they can grow and 
thrive and be the best little 
people they can be. In my 
professional life I work for 
Lincoln Financial Group as 
a Tax Exempt and Govern-
mental Plan Consultant and 
401k Administrator. I bring 
a wealth of knowledge of 
retirement plans, in partic-
ular, and in talking with 
teachers that is something 
on their mind – how do we 
retain teachers? What’s going 
to happen when they retire? 
I think I can bring a lot of 
knowledge in making the 
district’s retirement plans 
better. I officiate swim meets 
at the YMCA. At the end of 
the day I want a place for all 
the kids of our community to 
have a place where they are 
safe, they can learn and can 
just give their all to grow and 
become the best people they 
can be.

Schweyer: My wife Erica 
and I moved to this school 
district four years ago. We 

WCCS board candidates share thoughts in forum
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Columbia Township candidates – Ronald Schweyer, Dr. Trenton Shoda and David 
Smith.

Columbia City candidates – Michael Malcolm, Heather Shively and Bryan Smethers.
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