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SOUTH WHITLEY – 

Joel Holsopple is interim 
principal at South Whitley 
Elementary School, a 
position he began Monday, 
November 14, and will hold 
for the remainder of the 
school year. Mr. Holsopple 
was a NIET Master Teacher 
at Whitko Junior Senior 
High School.

Whitko superintendent 
Tim Pivarnik said, “We 
were very fortunate to have 
Mr. Holsopple ready to step 
in, and look forward to the 
direction his leadership can 
take South Whitley Elemen-
tary School.”

Mr. Holsopple taught at 
Waterford, Chamberlain and 
West Goshen elementary 
schools in the Goshen area 
for 21 years. He earned 
an educational leadership 
master of science degree 
and an education master of 
science degree from Indiana 
Wesleyan University and 
an elementary bachelor of 
science degree from Goshen 
College. He holds an Indiana 
Administrator’s License 
and an Indiana Elemen-
tary Teacher’s license. Mr. 
Holsopple and his wife, 
Sarah, live in Millersburg.

Mr. Holsopple replaces 
Bryan Emmert, who 
resigned.

South Whitley 
Elementary 
names interim 
principal
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Joel Holsopple has 
been named the interim 
principal for South 
Whitley Elementary 
School.
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LARWILL – Whitko Community 

Schools superintendent Tim Pivarnik 
recently announced Rhonda Snavley 
has been hired as the district’s 
Director of Operations. This position 
encompasses the transportation, 
maintenance and custodial depart-
ments, responsibilities Mrs. Snavley is 
uniquely qualified to oversee.

“Rhonda Snavley stood out among 
the rest of the applicants for our 
Director of Operations position,” 
said Mr. Pivarnik. “She was the most 

qualified and experienced in both areas 
— transportation and maintenance. We 
were very pleased to have her apply 
and accept the position. She lives in 
and knows the district, and has had 
a successful employment history at 
Whitko.”

Mrs. Snavley, of South Whitley, 
was the administrative assistant for 
transportation, maintenance and 
technology at Whitko from 2012 to 
2017 and Whitko’s payroll secretary 
and HR assistant from 2017 to 2018. 
She accepted the logistics coordinator 

position at Whitley County Consol-
idated Schools and was WCCS’ 
Director of Transportation the last two 
years.

Mrs. Snavley’s employment was 
reviewed and approved by the Whitko 
Community Schools Board of Trustees 
during a special meeting at Pierceton 
Elementary School Oct. 12.

She began her duties with Whitko 
Tuesday, Nov.1.

“I am so excited to be back at 
Whitko,” Mrs. Snavley said. “ I look 

Rhonda Snavley returns to Whitko Schools as Director of Operations
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Rhonda Snavley has 
taken on the Director of 
Operations role at Whitko 

SEE WHITKO, PAGE A2

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — 
Human history is complex. 
It has highs and lows, and 
we continue to educate each 
generation about history 
to celebrate its successes, 
remember the people and 
places that got us to where 
we are today, but also to 
acknowledge the hard truths 
and ensure we do not repeat 
them.

This year, one local 
teacher was given special 
recognition for his work to 
educate his students on one 
of those complex times in 
history – World War II and 
the Holocaust.

Ryan Trieschman, a 
Columbia City High School 
social studies teachers, 
was selected as one of the 
five finalists for the Terry 
Fear Holocaust Educator in 
Action Award.

This is a new recognition, 
created this year. This award 
is presented by CANDLES 
Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center and “seeks 
to identify, support, and 
celebrate educators who 
live and teach in a way that 
honors the life and work of 
Terry Fear.”

Fear was an educator for 
35 years, and was a member 
of the CANDLES Board 
of Directors. The museum 

is located in Terre Haute. 
Nominations can be made 
by anyone for a particular 
teacher who “teaches a 
Holocaust unit that results 
in a project, assignment 
or presentation or works 
beyond the classroom to 
spread education; seeks 
opportunities to improve 
the world; and supports 
students’ understanding of 
the Holocaust using best 
practices” as highlighted 
on the CANDLES website 
(candlesholocaustmuseum.
org).

Trieschman was one of 
those educators selected this 

Local teacher awarded for 
being an ‘Educator in Action’
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Ryan Trieschman a 
Social Studies teacher 
at Columbia City High 
School was selected as 
one of five finalist for 
the Terry Fear Holocaust 
Educator in Action Award. SEE EDUCATOR, PAGE A2

BY RACHAEL HARTMAN
rhartman@kpcmedia.com

COLUMBIA CITY — For 
more than 61 years, the Bowen 

Center has focused on the mental 
well being of the individuals in 
the communities they serve. The 
organization is now looking to 
expand its offerings to focus on 
the well being of the entire person, 
along with its mental health and 

addiction recovery services.
It’s a mission coming to fruition 

through the new Bowen Center 
Health Clinic. Construction on the 
building broke ground Monday, 

Bowen Center breaks ground on new health clinic
Facility will expand healthcare 
services to meet all health needs

RACHAEL HARTMAN

Bowen Center staff, board members and community leaders helped move the dirt on a new care facility, to 
be built on Ind. 205 in Columbia City. From left are Beth Pinkerton, Bowen Center board of directors; Shirley 
Gidley, Bowen Center board of directors; Jim Fleck, Bowen Center board of directors; Jay Baumgartner, 
Bowen Center CFO; Cindy Brady, Bowen Center board chairperson; Deb Brice, Bowen Center board of 
directors; Dr. Rob Ryan, Bowen Center President/CEO; Columbia City Mayor, Ryan Daniel; Shannon 
Hannon, Bowen Center COO; Eric Helfrich, Bowen Center board of directors; Mista Lauber, Director, Bowen 
Center Whitley County.

SEE BOWEN, PAGE A2


