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WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Cloudy
Feels Like: 55°
Precip: 20%
Winds: NNE at 
7 mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B6-10

Scene A8-9

Obituaries A7

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-4 

OPINION
SCC’s George Little
Gets His Due Credit
His vision for students’ success 
has led to SCC’s success, and 
the success of the community.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
No Place for Partisanship
Readers share their views on

a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Sandhills Best Bets
From parades to pet photos, 
ballet to shag, there’s some-

thing for everyone this week.

BUSINESS
Building Up and Out
Development is booming in 
Moore County, both in new and 
existing businesses.
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Mostly Cloudy
Feels Like: 47°
Precip: 25%
Winds: NNE at 
6 mph

49°
36°

Partly Sunny 
Feels Like: 54°
Precip: 55%
Winds: NE at 
6 mph

56°
36°

Cloudy & Rainy
Feels Like: 52°
Precip: 8%
Winds: NNE at 
7 mph

55°
35°

Health Officials Urge Masks at Schools a Little Longer
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

“Stay the course” in maintaining stu-
dent face covering requirements, Moore 
County Health Director Robert Wittmann 
told school board members on Monday, 
and he’ll likely recommend that Moore 
County Schools move to a masks-optional 
policy in early 2022.

The N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services updated its guidance last 

week to recommend that school districts 
in communities with moderate communi-
ty transmission of COVID-19 lift masking 
requirements for vaccinated individuals. 
Once transmission levels decline to a low 
level for at least seven days, health offi-
cials recommend that masks be optional 
for all.

With a positive test rate at nearly 7 per-
cent and 122 new cases over the last sev-
en days, according to Centers for Disease 

Control data, Moore County still has a high 
transmission rate.

But Wittmann predicted that the coun-
ty’s statistics should trend low enough in 
the next couple of months that he should 
be comfortable recommending a universal 
mask-optional policy after the holidays. 
Last year, Moore County Schools saw 
spikes in student COVID-19 cases after 
Thanksgiving, and again when students 
returned to school after winter break. 

“We can expect a possibility of some 
blips, some increase immediately follow-
ing those holidays,” Wittmann told the 
school board during its work session on 
Monday.

“So with that in mind — and the good 
news on the horizon is things are definitely 
trending in the right direction — 
I recommend that the school board con-

see SCHOOL BOARD, page A5

Casting Ballots Morgan,
Pizzella
In Village

Clement,
Petersen
Win in SP

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

Ann Petersen and Taylor 
Clement were elected to the 
Southern Pines Town Council, 
according to unofficial elec-
tion results Tuesday evening.

Petersen was the leading 
vote-getter with 1,177 votes, 
representing 28.5 percent of 
ballots cast. Clement was a 

close second, 
g a r n e r i n g 
1,150 votes 
(27.85 per-
cent).

With only 
two open 
seats, incum-
bent candidate 
Mike Saulnier 
and Brandon 
Goodman were 
not elected. 
They secured 
948 (22.95 per-
cent) and 851 
(20.61 percent) 
votes, respec-
tively.

Along with 
Mayor Carol Haney, Clement 
and Petersen mark a histor-
ical milestone as the town’s 
first female majority-led 
council. Together with  coun-
cil members Paul Murphy and 
Bill Pate, they will help shape 
a future where Southern Pines 
is facing intense development 
pressure on multiple fronts.

New commercial and resi-
dential projects mean more 
jobs, more taxes, more people. 

BY MARY KATE

MURPHY
Staff Writer

Pinehurst has elected two 
newcomers to the Village 
Council, according to unof-
ficial but complete returns 
from the polls Tuesday night.

Jeff Morgan led the voting 
in four of Pinehurst’s five 
voting precincts and early 

voting, with a 
total of 2,465 
votes. Patrick 
P i z z e l l a 
f o l l o w e d 
with 2,301. 
T o g e t h e r , 
Morgan and 
Pizzella net-
ted 62 percent 
of votes cast 
in Pinehurst.

Once the 
results are 
certified, they 
will be seated 
in December 
and begin 
f o u r - y e a r 
terms in 

the seats currently held by 
Kevin Drum and Judy Davis.

Drum, the sole incumbent 
in the race, received 1,757 
votes, trailed by Emily Stack 
with 1,135. Davis did not run 
for a second term.

The new council will lead 
Pinehurst through the next 
phase of implementing its 
2019 comprehensive land 
use plan and help set devel-
opment guidelines for the 

BY JAYMIE BAXLEY
Staff Writer

Wilma Laney and Timothy Helms 
won two contested seats on the 
Aberdeen Board of Commissioners in 

Tuesday’s municipal 
election.

In addition, Mayor 
Robbie Farrell ran un-
contested for another 
two-year term as town 
mayor.

Laney, the only in-
cumbent in the race, 
easily secured a second 

term with 334 votes, according to com-

plete but unofficial returns from the 
Moore County Board of Elections. She 

received 37 percent of 
all votes cast among 
the four candidates on 
the ballot.

“I am so grateful for 
everyone who support-
ed me, especially with 
this pandemic going 
on,” she said. “I just 
love every one of them 
and I’m going to prove 

that by doing the best that I can.”

PHOTOS BY TED FITZGERALD / The Pilot

Voters were casting their ballots at poll-
ing places across the county, including 
the Whispering Pines Fire Station (left), 
the Senior Enrichment Center (top) and 
the Moore County Agricultural Center 
in Carthage. See more in the photo 
gallery at thepilot.com.

Laney, Helms Win Seats
ABERDEEN MOORE COUNTY WRAP-UP

Light Turnout for Towns
BY JONATHAN BYM

Staff Writer

Voters in Moore County’s smaller 
municipalities on Tuesday filled seats 
on their respective governing coun-
cils.

Just over 1,000 voters took advan-
tage of early voting this year, meaning 
around 39,700 registered voters who 
live within the boundaries of one of 
Moore County’s 11 municipalities were 
eligible to hit the polls.

According to the Moore County 
Board of Elections, the overall turnout 
Tuesday was 8,742 voters, or 21 per-
cent of registered voters. That’s a bit 

lower than the 24 percent turnout in 
2019 but better than 2017, when 18 per-
cent of registered voters cast ballots.

Following are the results for the 
county’s smaller municipalities. These 
totals are complete but unofficial un-
til certified by the Board of Elections, 
which is expected to do so next week:

Cameron
Jim Leiby won the mayor’s race by 

five votes over Tasherra Nichols.
John Frutchey and Kane Parsons 

both received 31 votes for the two 

see PINEHURST page A4see SOUTHERN PINES, page A4
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