
Vol. 101, No. 66 24 Pages Southern Pines, N.C. Price $1.00
W E D N E S D A Y ,  A U G U S T  18 ,  2021W E D N E S D A Y ,  A U G U S T  18 ,  2021

Printed on
100% recycled

paper

Copyright 2021 

The Pilot

WEATHER FORECAST

TODAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Cloudy
Feels Like: 96°
Precip: 40%
Winds: S at 
7mph

SATURDAY

Classified Ads B8-12 

Scene A8

Obituaries A7, 11 

Opinion B1-2 

Puzzles A9 

Business B3-7

OPINION
Trust’s Vision Is
Still Achievable
We can’t afford to allow
a shortsighted decision to
prevent what could yet be.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Not a Problem
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
Artists Awarded
The Moore County Arts
Council announces its
Fine Arts Festival winners.

BUSINESS
A Saucy Celebration
The Pinehurst Barbecue
Festival comes to town this
Labor Day weekend.

87°
75°

PM Thunderstorm
Feels Like: 100°
Precip: 40%
Winds: W at 
5mph

92°
72°

Thunderstorm
Feels Like: 100°
Precip: 65%
Winds: WSW at 
5mph

90°
71°

Thunderstorm
Feels Like: 93°
Precip: 50%
Winds: SW at 
5mph

85°
72°

SP Council

Wants In

On Purchase
BY MARY KATE MURPHY

Staff Writer

The Southern Pines Town Council is 
continuing its pursuit of part of the old 
Southern Pines Primary School after 
casting support toward the Southern 
Pines Land and Housing Trust’s unsuc-
cessful bid for the entire campus.

Mayor Carol Haney has written 
Moore County Schools to request a 
private negotiation between the school 
board and Southern Pines toward a 
sale of the 4-acre playground known as 
Blanchie Carter Discovery Park.

That was after the Moore County 
Board of Education voted 4-3 last week 
to open bids for most of the school, in-
cluding the park, to potential buyers. 
In the same vote the school board kept 
open its offer to the Southern Pines 
Land and Housing Trust of 5 acres on 
the corner of Carlisle Streetand West 
New York Avenue.

Late last week, Land Trust Chairman 
Vincent Gordon said that the trust will 
move forward with that purchase. Tom 
Van Camp, an attorney representing 
the trust, wrote the school board on 
Friday to accept the board’s offer.

That’s not the outcome the trust, 
or most residents of West Southern 
Pines, had hoped for. That 5-acre par-
cel is arguably the most historically 
valuable, as the site was home to a 
Rosenwald school for Black students 
from 1924 to 1949, and it still holds the 
auditorium of the former segregated 
high school. 

The trust’s plans covered the full 16-
acre property. They involved a muse-
um and cultural center featuring the 
history of West Southern Pines and the 
lives of its African American residents 
over the years; affordable housing; af-
ter school and pre-kindergarten pro-
grams; a business and entrepreneurial 
center; community health clinic and 
more.

After more than a year of negotiat-
ing with the schools, the trust offered 
to pay the $685,000 value of the entire 
campus as identified in an appraisal the 
board commissioned this past spring. 
But last week a narrow majority of 
board members were in favor of open-
ing bids for most of the campus and 
obtaining a higher selling price for the 
acreage not tied by a century-old deed 
to “Negro education.”

So the trust is now faced with nar-
rowing the scope of its plans for the 

K ICKBACK AT THE CRADLE

BY LAURA DOUGLASS
Staff Writer

“Home for Christmas” will take on a special new meaning for 
Sgt. Joe Bartel and his family this year. That is the anticipated 
timeline when the former Marine and Army soldier, husband and 
father of four will have his independence restored, thanks to a 
new specially adapted home.

Noted conservationist and Bass Pro Shops founder Johnny 
Morris partnered with the Helping a Hero organization earlier 
this year to build 10 homes for wounded veterans. The Bartels 
were selected as the first recipients of this new initiative.

A groundbreaking ceremony held Monday in the Winds Way 
Farm subdivision in Aberdeen attracted a patriotic crowd of 
well-wishers. Country music star Lee Greenwood performed 
“God Bless the USA” and his hit “Stars and Stripes.” Also attend-
ing were U.S. Rep. Dan Bishop, Helping a Hero founder Meredith 
Iler, wounded veteran Staff Sgt. Shilo Harris, State Rep. Jamie 

Group Breaks Ground on Home for Wounded Veteran

BY LAURA DOUGLASS

Staff Writer

The Southern Pines Planning Board 
will have its first look on Thursday at 
a proposed mixed use development en-
compassing nearly 100 acres of prime 
real estate between Morganton Road 
and U.S. 15-501.

Target, the national retailing giant, 
is identified as the anchor tenant for 
a new 200,000-square-foot shopping 
center and multi-family residential 
complex outlined in preliminary de-
velopment plans submitted to the town 
earlier this summer. A Starbucks and 
CVS Pharmacy are also identified as 

co-tenants in the primary structure.
John Silverman, managing partner 

and co-founder of Midland Atlantic 
Properties, told The Pilot that Southern 
Pines has been on the firm’s radar for 
a number of years. The Ohio-based 
company has developed more than 50 
shopping centers across the country, 
notably Southpoint, an award-winning 
320-acre project in Durham that in-
cludes the Streets@Southpoint Mall, 
the Renaissance Center @ Southpoint, 
and the Southpoint Plaza Target center.

“(Southern Pines) has continued 

see PLANS, page A5

see PURCHASE, page A6

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Kickback at the Cradle, hosted by First Tee of the Sandhills, took place on Monday at Pinehurst Resort and Country Club. 
Julie McEvoy and her children Troy, 6, and Penelope, 4, run past the inflatable Golfzilla and his friends.

SCHOOL SITE

see VETERAN, page A4

BY MARY MOORE
Staff Writer

A small municipality is having a big 
election this year. In Foxfire, there 
are more candidates running for 
Village Council than for any other 
one office countywide.

Four out of the five Village Council 
seats are open for the new term, an 
unusual turn of events for a council 
that rarely experiences much in the 
way of turnover. And yet, 12 resi-
dents have come forward to file for 
election.

According to Foxfire Mayor E.M. 
McCue III, one of the four positions 
is for a limited, two-year term. It is 

now held by council member Janice 
Gregorich, who took over when a 
member stepped down unexpectedly. 
To hold the seat, she will need to be 
officially elected, and is now running 
against a single opponent. Each of the 
other seats has a full four years at-
tached.

Current council member Ed Howze 
said there was no specific reason for 
the simultaneous departure of three 
council members: no scandals, cases 
of corruption or contentious debates. 
Howze himself is not running for 
re-election because he has another 

In Foxfire, Candidates 
Crowd In on Election

see FOXFIRE, page A6

‘HELPING A HERO’

LAURA DOUGLASS/The Pilot

Aberdeen Mayor Robbie Farrell, Sgt. Shilo Harris, 
Rep. Dan Bishop and country music star Lee 
Greenwood joined Helping a Hero and Bass Pro 
Shops for a groundbreaking ceremony at the site of 
Army Sgt. Joseph Bartel and his family’s new home.

Planning Board Will 
Review Target Plans


